al-Hatiz 
Abw’l-Faraj Ibn al-Jawzi id. 597AH] 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 
Etiquette, Wisdom and Asceticism of — 

| Hasan Al-Basri 

Being a translation of Imam Ibn al-Jawzi’s 


‘Adab al-Hasan al-Basri wa xuhdubu wa mawaizhu’ 


_ Ithas been reported that ‘A’ishah (radiyAllahu 
‘anha), heard al-Hasan speaking and remarked: 
Who is it that speaks the words of the 
a trustworthy people?’ 


CONTENT 


THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 


Hafiz Aba’l-Faraj Ibn al-Jawzi............ epic semaine: 8 
IN PRODUCTION wwassteicshiscscisariacets ilenitianiden waciatennirndgest vod 5 
CHAPTER ONE 

His Upbringing and the ee J his ne = | 
ANG: DeCdS: cscs dices steal eeu awareiueieiatnd | 
CHAPTER TWO | a a 

His Manners and Noble aewies Eeieotaanas etipnoeh ices 

~ CHAPTER THREE 


The Wise Sayings and Admonitions He Stated 
with Eloquence and Brevity... asaicaesisciacionee 52 


| 


CHAPTER FOUR 
Disparaging the Worldly Life and Discouraging 


PROM CGT COU ssa nsess ca teaeasacaseespeeat eardnneses eotasaearsbeiane: 67 
Section One: His Quotes regarding the Brevity of 
the nae Likeness dpmiame ae Rca ca mitacis od tte aeasa ia eameaueyise: 81 
CHAPTER FIVE 


Prayers of Forgiveness (istighfan), beatin 
- (é@) and Discouraging from Artificiality 


(Zasanny') and Ostentation (7090’)...sscsssseeessseeseesssees 86 
Section One: Belittling Pretentiousness and Ostentation.......92 

CHAPTER SIX 

The Wise Sayings and Ranpaiaens aaa 

from Him upon Reciting the Qur'an... essen 98 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

His Correspondence with Caliphs and Interactions 

with Leaders and Commande?6..........ccsesesssesseseeeeseees 117 
Section One: Rebellion against Rulers... eesscssseteseeeeeeee 130 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

Admonitions and Wise ell Regarding Other 

DAC 1 sacl Sorte vad saa els Ss lecieeco latin Pearsysats dared 134 


cio U 
ee A LY 
Abels 8)5 


a yee a) 


ww  *% 


SoeMcsl oN |g : 


AN dine, 


THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 


Hafiz Abw’l- — ‘Abdu’-Rahman 
ibn Jawzi 


| His Name and Lineage 


He is Abw’l-Faraj Jamal al-Din ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn 
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Ubayd Allah Ibn al-Jawzi al-Qurashi al- 
Tamimi al-Bakri from the family of Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr 
al-Siddiq, al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.’ 


His Birth and Upbringing 


He was born in 509 or 510 A.H. Upon reaching adolescence, his 
aunt took him to Ibn Nasir from whom he learned a great deal. 
He came to love preaching while barely having reached the age 
of puberty, and from then started to give sermons to the people. 


His father passed away when he was thtee yeats old so his aunt 
took care of him. His relatives were copper merchants so at times 


' Dhail al-Raudatain, p.2\, al-Bidayah wa’l-Nihayah, p. 13/26. 


8 


Biography of the Author 


in hadith hearings he would write his name as ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn 
“Ali al-Saffar [i.e. The Coppersmith]. 


His first hadith hearing was in 556 A.H., as cited by al-Dhahabi? 


While still very young he became known as a religious person 
who would not socialise with anyone and would not eat from any 
food whose source was doubtful. He would only leave his house 
for prayer and he would not play with other kids. He was a person 
of high determination and ambition. He spent all his life busy in 
seeking knowledge, preaching and authoring,” | 


His Teachers 


Al-Hafiz Ibn al-Jawzi has already introduced his teachers in 
his book Mashyakhat Ibn al-Jawzi {i.e. the scholars who taught Ibn 
al-Jawzi] where he listed many of them. In the field of hadith he 
benefitted from accompanying Ibn Nasir, in Qur'an and Adab [i.e. 
Manners] from Sibt al-Khiyat and Ibn al-Jawaliqi. He was the last 
to narrate from al-Dinawati and al-Mutawakkili.* 


His Students 


Those who narrated from him include his son and companion, 
the great scholar Muhyi al-Din Yusuf who was a teacher in the 
institute of al-Musta‘sim billah, his oldest son “Ali al-Nasikh, his 


* Dhail al-Raudatain, 21, Thail ‘ala Tabaqat al-Hanabila, 1/401, Shatharat al-Thahab, 
4/330. , | 


> al-Bidayah wa’l-Nthayah, 13/ 29, Said al-Khatir, 238. 


* Syar al-A Tam al-Nubul@, 21/366, 367. 
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erandson, the preacher Shams al-Din Yasuf ibn Farghalli al-Hanafi 
the author of Mir’at al-Zaman (Mittor of Time), al-Hafiz ‘Abd al- 
Ghani, Shaykh Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn en Ibn rasta 
Ibn aie and al- lad 


His Children 


His grandson Abi al- Muzfir and majority of those who wrote 
his pioeepny say Be he had three sons: _ 


1. The oldest of them, Aba Bakr “Abd al-‘Aziz: He became 
a jurist in the school of Ahmad and took knowledge from 
Aba al-Waqt, Ibn Nasir, al-Armawi and a group of his fa- 
ther's teachers. He traveled to the city. of al-Musul where 
_ he preached and held sermons there for which he earned 
the people full acceptance. It is said that the family of al- 
- Zahrazuti used to be jealous of him so they made someone — 
put poison in his drink which caused him to die in al-Misul 

in 554 A.H. during the lifetime of his father.° 

2. Abu al-Qasim Badr al-Din ‘Ali al-Nasikh* 

3. Aba Muhammad Yisuf Muhyi al-Din’: He was the most 
intelligent and youngest son as he was born in 580 A. i. He 


2 Shar al-ATam al-Nubulé’ 2), 367. 
°7) hail i lad al- Hanabila, 1 / 430, 431. 


* Publishers note: For a detail Bispuphys of him please refer to, ‘The Sincere Coun-_ 
cil to the Seekers of Sacred Knowledge’, by Ibn Jawzi, ean PY Dar as-Sunnah, 
Birmingham, UK, 2011. 


” cf. Siyar al-AVam al-Nubula, 23/372, al-Tbar, 5/237, Dawal al-Islam, 2/122, 

al-Bidayah wa’l-Nihayah, 13/203, Thail Tabaqat al-Hanabila, 2/258-261, al-Usjud 
al-Masbuk, 635, Shatharat al- I hahab, 5/286287, Ibn Shatti: Mukbiasar Tz abaqat 

al-Hanabila, p.57. 
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became involved in preaching and held sermons after his 
father, in which he excelled and by which he was looked up 
to by his confreres. He then was appointed to control and 
supervise markets of Baghdad, and after that he was assigned | 
to deliver the messages of the caliphs to kings of other dif- 
ferent regions peculiarly to the Ayyubi family in the Sham 
region. He held the position of teacher in the institute of 
caliph al-Musta‘sim in 640 A.H. till he was killed in prison in 
656 A.H. by Hulaku who occupied Baghdad and destroyed 
it. His three sons Jamal al-Din, Sharaf al-Din and Taj al-Din 
were killed with him. He has authored many works, includ- 
ing Ma‘adin al-Abriz fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-Aziz and al-Madhab 
al-Abmad fi Madhab Ahmad. Unlike his brother Abu al-Qasim, 
he was a dutiful son who honored his father and treated him | 
well. : 


His grandson mentioned that Ibn al-Jawzi had many daughters: 
Rabi‘a, Sharaf al-Nisa’, Zainab, Jauhara, Sitt al-‘Ulama al-Sughra 
and Sitt al-“Ulama al-Kubra.* 


His Uniqueness as a Preacher. 


Excellent indeed are the words of al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi about 
him: ‘He was the leading figure in reminding the people and had 
no equal. He would recite pleasant poetry and eloquent prose 
spontaneously and his fine words and moving speech was abun- 
dant. There has never been anyone like him, not before him and 
not after him. He is the carrier of the flag of exhortation in its 
vatious forms. He had a pleasant appearance and a good voice and 
his talks had an impact on peoples’ hearts. His lifestyle in general 
was beautiful.” He also said: ‘I believe there will not be another 


8 Mirat alZamén, 8/503, Aba Shamma: Thail al-Randatain, 26. 
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one like him.”!? 


Al-Hafiz Ibn Rajab said: ‘So we conclude that his gatherings of 
exhortation were one of a kind and nobody had heard of any- 
thing like them. They were gatherings of great benefit where the 
heedless would be reminded, the ignorant would come to know, ~ 
the sinners would repent and the pee would become 


Muslims.’ aN 


His Works and Effects 


Shaikh al-Islim Ibn Taymiyyah said in a/-Ajwiba al-Misriyyah: 
‘Shaikh Abw’l-Faraj excelled in many sciences and has many 
writings to his account. He would write on many topics, and as I 
counted his works I found them to be over one thousand in num- 
ber. Afterwards, I found out about other works as well.’!” 


Having mentioned some of his books, al-Dhahabi said: ‘I don’t 
know of a scholar who has written what this man has.” 


The virtuous teacher ‘Abd al-Hamid al-‘Alaji has written a book 
on his works which was printed in Baghdad in 1965. In this piece 
he researched their titles, their copies and copies that had been 
printed and pute them i in epneceee order. Whoever wishes to know 


i: ‘yar al-A ‘lam al- Nubul 21/367. 

1° Syar al-A Yam al-Nubula, 21/384. 

11 Dhail Tabagat al-Eanabila, 1/410. 

2 Dhail Tabagqat al-Elanabila, 1/415, ab Taj a Mukallal 70. 


°° Tathkirat al-Huffaz, 1344. 
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about these books should refer to this work, keeping in mind that 
many of the manuscripts mentioned therein by al-‘Alaji have now | 
been printed. 


He authored approximately 300 books, some of his printed 


works include: 
= Yalgth Fuhum Abii ay. Athar fi Weice al-Sit iyari wal Akhbar.* 


[Only a portion has been printed] 

® AlAthkia wa Akhbarahum.” [Printed] 

" = Managib ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz."© [Printed] 

"= Rawhu al-Arwah." [Printed] 

=" Shudbur al-Uqud fi Tarikh al-‘Ubad."* [Manuscript] 

" 24d al-Masir fi ‘Tm al-Tafsir.? [Printed] | 

= AlMuntadbam fi Tarikh al-Mulak wal Umam [Only 6 volumes 
have been printed] | 

# Al-Dhahab al-Masbak fi Siyaril Mulak.” (Manascript] 

= Al Hamgqa wal Mughaffalin.” [Printed] 

= Al-Wafa fi Fada’ili al-Mustafa.” [Printed] 


“The book mentions the historical reports concerning the Prophet (4g) and 
his companions. 


5 A literature book in which he includes stories of intellectual people.. 

6 The book details the virtues of the Caliph, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. 

'7 The book explains the concept of spirit and spirituality 

'8 An abridged version of the known history book Zarikh al-Muluk wal Umam. 
'® The book explains the science of Tafsir. 

* 'The book mentions the history of nations and kings. 

1 The book focuses on leaders and kings throughout history. — 

 ” A literature bo6k in stich he reports the stories of aioe and fools. 
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= Managib Umar ibn al-Khattab.™ [Printed] 

= Managib Abmad ibn Hanbal.® [Printed] 

"= Gharib al-hadith.*> [Printed] 

"_ AlTahgig.”’ [Only the first volume has been printed] 


And also a considerable number of works in other fields of 


knowledge. 


His Death 


Ibn janet anil away on eee the 12th of Ramadan in 597. 
A.H and was buried next to the grave of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
in the cemetery of Bab Harb.* 


23 'The book relates the virtues of the Prophet (ie). 
4 The book relates the virtues of ‘Umar ea al- Khatiab: 
- The book relates the virtues of ee Ahmad ibn Hanbal. 


26 The book explains one major aspect of the science of hadith i.e. the ghareeb 
had” th. 


= ’ The book examines the authenticity of narrations used in the known book 
‘al-Ta’lig al-kabir’ of al-Qadi Abii Ya’la, and how classification of hadith effected. 


scholars views. 


8 For a more detailed biography of al-Hafiz Ibn al-Jawzi, refer to: Ibn Athir’s 
al-Kamil, 12/71, Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi: Mirat al Zaman, 8/481, al-Mundhiti: a/-Takmila, 
Biography 608, al-Bagghal: a+ Mashyakha, 140, Abt Shamma: Thail al-Raudatain, 
21, Ibn al-Sa’: a/-Jami‘, 9/65, Ibn Khalkan: a/-Wafayat, 3/1 40, al-Dhahabi: a/- 
Tbar, 4/297, Diwal al-Islam, 2/79, Tathkirat al-Fluffax, 4/1342, Siyar al- A Vim 
al-Nubula, 21/365, Ibn Kathir: al-Bidayah wa’l-Nihayah, 13/26, Ibn Rajab: Thail 
Tabaqat al Pag, 1/399, al-Jazari: Ghayat wa’l-Nihayah, 1/375, Siddiq Hasan 
Khan: a/-Taj al-Mukallal, 70, Ibn Shattt: Mukhtasar Tabaqat al-Hanabila, p. 42. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In the Name of Allah, 
Most Beneficent, Most Merciful 


All praise be to Allah, who deserves every glorification. He has 
reserved these praises solely for Himself and made it mandatory 
upon His creation to praise Him by. He is the absolute first (a 
Aywal) without a beginning and the absolute last GAA) without 
an ending. There is none like unto Him, the All-Hearing (a/Sam/’) 
and All-Seeing (a/Basir). I bear witness that there is none worthy 
of worship save Allah, the Absolute, who has no partners; and 
I bear witness that Muhammad (i) is His slave and Messenger. 
He sent him with guidance (4uda) and the true religion (din) so 
that it is made superior over all other religions, even cough the 
polytheists may hate it. 


I have chosen—may Allah preserve your loftiness and 
support—the topic you have touched upon and have shown inter- 
est in compiling from various matters into the book with regards to 
the mannerisms of Al-Hasan Ibn Abi Al-Hasan Al-Basti—Allah 
have mercy on him—his asceticism (zuhd) and his wise counsel 
and exhortations. I have complied with your request that what was 
easy to compile. I have done so to the best of my ability, keeping 
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in mind the objectives set out by you. I seek help with Allah; suf- 
ficient is He for me and the best of Trustees. 


I have categorised my compilation on Al-Hasan into eight chap- 
ters [with some sub-sections]: 


1. 


vs 


His upbringing and the description (s7fa#) of his life 
and deeds 

Mention of his manners (adab) and noble character 
(makérim al-akhlag) | 
Words of wisdom (/ikm) and advice (mawa%z) sam- 


_marised with special attention to its eloquence (jtha 


al-balagha) and terseness (442) 

Dispraise of this world (dham al-dunya) and his refusal 
to attach himself to it | 
Words of wisdom and advice that he uttered while 
reciting (#7/aya) the Qur’an 

What has been reported of his seeking forgiveness 
(astighfar), supplication (du‘a’) and his a avetsion to Os- 


— tentation (77ya’) in deeds 


His written correspondence with the caliphs aa 
and his status in the eye of rulers (wra’) 
The remainder of his words of wisdom and advice 
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CHAPTER ONE 


His Upbringing and 
the Description of his Life and Deeds 


HIS NAME WAS [Abi Sa‘id] Al-Hasan Ibn Abi Al-Hasan Al- 
Basti.! His father was a servant to man from al-Ansiar, while his 
mother was a servant of Umm Salamah (radiyAllahu ‘anha), the wife 
of the Prophet (8). He grew up in Umm Salamah’s (radiyAlahu 
‘anha) quarters. He was breast-fed by her as she loved him very 
much. He thus, received blessings that came within the Prophetic © 
household (barakah al-nubuwa). He grew up speaking words of | 
wisdom and was known for righteousness at an early age. He was 
a God-fearing person (ahad al-mutagin) and a trustworthy friend 
of Allah (win awhya’ Allah al-siddiqin). 


It has been reported that “A’ishah (radiyAMahu ‘anba), heard Al- 
Hasan speaking and remarked: ‘Who is it that speaks the words 
of the trustworthy people?’ 


' For more details of his biography, see Styar.A Yam al-Nubula’, 4/563, Tabaqat 
bn Sad, 7/156 and al-Zuhd of Imam Ahmad, p.258. 
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It was mentioned to ‘Ali Ibn Husayn? (radiyAllahu ‘anhuma) that 
Al-Hasan said: ‘It is not surprising to know how a person has 
died, rather, it is wondrous to know if a person was saved after 
his death.’ ‘Ali replied: ‘Glory be to Allah, these are the wotds of — 
a trustworthy (s7ddiq).’ 


It was narrated from Al-A‘mash that he used to say: ‘AL Hasan 
used to ponder’ on words of wisdom which 7 eventually 
articulated.’ 


Another person heard him advising someone and commented, 
“To Allah is his restitution. He ts a aa (Jasih), using the right 
phrases when advising.’ 7 


Al-Hasan used to be in a state of sadness (huzn) often and would 
weep a lot. He used to worry about the rights due upon him. He was 
never unclean, even though he lived in the rural areas. He would 
always dress neatly and wear nice clothing. He used to partake in 
the festivities of people and did not delay in inviting people to 
share food with him. He had a particular kind of mannerism that 
people who never met him could identify him by. 


It was. aaeeied oe a man entered Bastah and he had not met 
Al-Hasan. He asked someone local about Al-Hasan. The man 
teplied: ‘Go into the masjid—may Allah forgive you—if you see 
a man whom you have never seen the likes of, then know that he 

is Al-Hasan.’ 


2 He was ‘Ali Ibn Husayn Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib, known as Zaynw'l ‘Abidin 
(may Allah be pleased with him). He was born in the year 38H. He was a highly 
trustworthy narrator of many hadith. He died in the year 94H. 


3 See: Tabdbib al- Kamal, 6/58 and Si ae lim al-Nubula’, 4/584. 


His Upbringing and the Description of his Life and Deeds 


A Bedouin came to Basrah and asked: ‘Who is the noblest man 
of this city?’ The local people replied: ‘Al-Hasan Ibn Abi Al- 
Hasan.’ He asked: ‘Why is he nobler than the rest?’ They replied: 
‘He has no need of what is in the hands of the people of this 
material world but the people are in need of the religious affairs 
that he has.’ The Bedouin then said: ‘May his restitution be with 
Allah. This is how a true noble man should be.’ 


It was said that two priests passed - Al-Hasan and one of 
them said to the other: ‘Lets slow down to observe this man who 
has the features of Christ (a+Masip) so that we can find out more 
about him.’ When they came near him, they heard him say: ‘O 
how wondrous is this nation that has been commanded to seek 
provision. Their departure (from the world) is called out, yet the 
first of them cling on to the last of them while they know they — 
ate to be returned to their Lord. Thereafter they wander blindly in 
the throes of death.’ He then cried till his beard became wet. The 
two priests said: “What we have heard from this man is sufficient 
for us. ED then departed. | | 


If the ere of Basrah were asked ivssaniag the most knowl- 
edgeable man among them or the most righteous, the most ascetic 
ot the most handsome, they would start by mentioning Al-Hasan 
first followed by others. If Basrah was mentioned people would _ 
say: ‘Its elder (shaikh) is Al-Hasan ane: its yeu is Bakr Ibn 
‘Abdullah Al-Muzani.”* 


‘Abdu’l-Wahid Ibn Zayd said: ‘If you saw Al-Hasan, you would 
4 Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr, Aba ‘Abdullah Al-Muzani Al-Basri, a scholar 
mentioned in the same breath as Al-Hasan and Ibn Sirin. He died in 106AH 


or 108AH. The latter is correct according to Al-Dhahabi. See: Si tyar A ‘lam al- 
Nubula’, 4/332 — 
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say ‘this man has been sadowel sith much good manners due to 
his ei oe 


It was asked regarding him, ‘Describe Al-Hasan to us?’ It was 
said: ‘May Allah have mercy on Abt Sa‘id!—By Allah—He ar- 
tives like he has just buried his intimate friend (bamim) and when 
he returns, he returns as if Hellfire (¢/-nar) was above his head. If 
he sits, he sits like a prisoner who is about to be beheaded. When 
he wakes up in the morning, he seems as if he just came from the 
Hereafter (a/-Akhirah). When he seo, to bed at night, he seems 
emaciated by sickness.’ 


Yunus Ibn ‘Abdullah ee I have never seen AL Hasan laugh 
heartily.’ 


It was said that Muhammad Ibn Wasi’ sat with Thabit Ibn 
- Muhammad Al-Bunani and he saw Thabit laughing and joking. 
He then said: ‘May Allah forgive you! Indeed, you joke in your — 
gathering whereas we used to sit in the gathering of Al-Hasan 
who would arrive in our presence as if he came from the Hereafter 


and would discuss with us regarding the affairs of the Hereafter.’ 


_ 'Thabit said: ‘May Allah shower His mercy on Al-Hasan. He was 
a truthful and hardworking man. How can we compare ourselves 
with him? Our comparison to him is like that mentioned by Al- 
Awwal, [he then proceeded to recite the poem]. 


Al-Hasan used to seclude himself from the people for a day. A 
man once visited him and said: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! May Allah rectify you. 
Indeed we thought that some evil had afflicted you.” Al-Hasan 
teplied: ‘O son of my brother! None attributes evil to Allah except 
the foolish. ‘i : 
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Humayd—the servant of Al-Hasan—-said: ‘Al-Sha‘bi told me 
one day, ‘Inform me when Al-Hasan is by himself so that I can 
meet him personally.’ I informed Al-Hasan of this and he said: 
‘Let him come if he wishes.’ Al-Hasan secluded himself one day 
and I informed Al-Sha‘bi of this so he rushed to meet Al-Hasan. 
We reached Al-Hasan’s house and found him facing the giblah and 
he was saying, “‘O son of Adam! Even before you were created, 
you asked and it was given. You were asked but you were miserly. 
By Allah! What misfortune? Woe to you for what you committed!’ 
We greeted him and waited for some time as he did not look at 
us and was oblivious of our presence. Sha’bi said: “By Allah, this 
man is in another realm than the realm we are in.’ We then left 
not having the opportunity to meet Al-Hasan.’ 


Al-Hasan was asked one day, ‘How was your morning O Abu 
Sa‘id?’ He replied: ‘By Allah, the calamity afflicting me is worse 
than a ship wreck in deep sea.’ He was asked: “Why is that so?” 
He replied: ‘Verily of my sins I am sure, and of my obedience 
to Allah and of my good deeds am frightened whether it will be 
accepted from me or rejected ot even thrown back at my face.’ 
‘How can a person say such things as you say O Abu Sa‘id?’ He 
teplied: ‘Why should I not say such things? What surety do I have 
that Allah, may He be glorified, will not see me while I am in a 
state of defect and he condemns me thereby, closing the door 
of repentance for me, being barred from His forgiveness all the 
while being unaware of it.’ 


Another man asked him: ‘How ate you O Abi Sa‘id?’ He replied: 
‘I am in a bad state.’ The man asked: “Why is that so?’ Al-Hasan 
replied: ‘I am a man who faces (the approach of) death in the 
morning and at night while I am unaware in what condition I 
will die.’ : 
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A man came to meet Al-Hasan as he was weeping, He asked: 
‘Why are you crying? May Allah rectify you.’ He replied: ‘By Allah, 
_ I fear that the Owner of Hellfire will put me in it and not consider 
me again.’ | 


He was asked about man’s disaster. He replied: “It is the time 
when people are driven to Hellfire and what an evil abode that 
is. We seek protection in Allah from Hellfire and deeds that lead 
to Hellfire.’ 


In one of Al-Hasan’s gatherings, Hell was mentioned. He said: 
‘It was narrated that the Prophet (3) said: “There will be a man 
who will be taken out of Hell tomorrow after having spent years 
in it.” Al-Hasan then added, ‘I wish I was that man.’ 


He used to say: ‘He who believes in the Hellfire will feel con- 
stricted while on earth as he is afraid of it. He who believes in the 
Hellfire will have it manifest in his flesh and blood.’ 


It was mentioned to Abt Sulayman al-Darani:° ‘Indeed Al-Hasan 
used to say: ‘He who wants to have fear in his heart and increase 
his tears, let him eat to half of his stomach.’ Abu Sulayman said: 
‘May Allah be merciful to you O Abt Sa‘td! He used to belong to 
a group of people who would have introspection. They would ac- 
count for their actions before the Day of Account (yawm al-Hisab). 
I hope he will be among those who are victorious, may Allah have 
mercy on him.’ | 


A man who frequented the Majid al-Haram said: ‘I did not like 
> Bukhari, 11/416 on the authority of Anas (radiyAllahu ‘onhii). 


° He was ‘Abdu’l-Rahman Ibn Ahmad Ibn “‘Atiyyah, a well-known ascetic from 
Damascus. He died in the year 215AH | 
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to sit ina gathering where they did not narrate from Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri, may Allah be pleased with him.’ 


_ Al-Hasan was asked one day: ‘O Aba Sa‘id, what brings sad- 
ness to the heart (uzn al-qalb)?’ He replied: ‘Hunger (77#‘.’ He 
was asked: ‘What removes sadness from the heart?’ He replied: 
“Having a full stomach.’ 


He used to say: ‘Repent to Allah from excessive sleep (nawm) 
and consuming excessive food (a‘am).’ | 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated that the Prophet (#8) said: ‘He 
who deliberately goes hungry will receive more reward that Day 
than any other person, except he who brings a similar deed.” Al- 
Hasan was referring to voluntary fasting for the sake of Allah. 


Malik Ibn Dinar’ said: ‘I met Al-Hasan one day while he was 
eating. He asked me to join him. I replied that I had already eaten. 
He replied: ‘If you did eat (with me), it would make be happy.’ I 
replied that I was full. He then said: “May Allah be glorified, I did 
not realise that a believer could eat to an extent he was full such 


that he could not help his brother (by joining in his meal).’ 


It was said: ‘Al-Hasan attended a wedding feast where a known 
ascetic was also present. When the sweets were brought, the ascetic 
man raised his hand in pompous pretension (to show disdain for 
sweets). Al-Hasan however, ate it saying to himself, ‘Eat O fool! 
Verily Allah’s blessing upon you in the provision of cold water 


7 He was Malik Ibn Dinar Al-Basti, a scholar who is considered one of the 
trusted Tabi‘in. He was born during the Abbasid caliphate. He used to author 
books on topics related to heart softening (a/-raga’g). He died just before the 
plague outbreak. The outbreak happened in the year 131.AH. 
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weighs more that His blessings upon you in these sweets.’ 


It was said that a man abstained from eating chicken meat. Al- 
Hasan said: ‘[Rather] abstain from eating what is unlawful (haram) 
for you and eat if you wish, rather than what is lawful (ba/a/) for 
you. Eschew showing-off (riya’) and pretension (tasanu), for verily 
Allah Almighty debases those who do so.’ 


It was said that Al-Hasan met an old man during a funeral. When 
~ the burial was over he asked the old man: “O elderly one! I ask 
you in the Name of your Creator, do you think that the deceased 
would yearn to be returned to this world again so that it can enact 
more righteous deeds and forgiveness for his sins?’ The old man 
replied: “Yes by Allah!’ Al-Hasan replied: ‘Why are not we all think- 
ing like this deceased person?’ The old man then departed saying: 
‘O what a great advice for those who are living. Yet when the call 
(of death) is summoned, there is no life.’ 


AA man was once on his way to the masjid at night through a 
muddy path and he met Al-Hasan. The man asked: ‘Does one go 
out on a night like this O Abt Sa‘id?’ He replied: ‘O son of my 
brother! This is either perseverance or destruction.’ 


Al-Hasan was a person who was regular in his night prayers. He 
used to say: ‘I do not know of an act of worship mote difficult to 
perform than the prayer at the wee hours of the ae Verily it is 
an act of the pious Cae | 


He used to say: The night prayer is die upon the Mus- 
lims, even if it is only like the amount of milk in the udder of the 
sheep or that which is in the udder of the camel in between two 
| a 
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He used to say: ‘If you are unable to perform night prayers nor 
fast in the day, then know that you are a person who is deprived 
and your sins have overwhelmed you.’ 


He used to say: ‘Sleep has deprived one of piety. He who fears 
that he will miss performing it will set out at night (to stay awake).’ 


A man told Al-Hasan: ‘O Abi Sa‘id! I am unable to perform the 
night prayers.’ He replied: “O son of my brother! Seek forgiveness 
from Allah and repent to Him. For indeed what you told me is 
an indication of evil.’ 


He used to say: ‘A man would sin and as a result, he is unable 
to perform the night prayers.’ 


Al-Hasan tried to pray night prayers one night but he was able 
to find solace in it, so he sat through the whole night without 
sleeping, He was asked about it and replied: ‘I was overwhelmed 
by my soul into leaving my prayer, so I overwhelmed it to leaving 
sleep and I shall pursue this method until I overpower my soul 
and find solace in prayet.’ 


He used to say: ‘Verily the soul commands to do evil. If it rebels 
against righteous deeds, then you must rebel against evil deeds.’ 


It was said to “Abdu’l-Wahid, a friend of Al-Hasan: ‘What superi- 
ority does Al-Hasan have over all of you (his friends) while among 
you ate scholars and jurists?’ He replied: ‘If you wish, I shall inform 
you first or second of the many things.’ The man said: ‘Tell me the 
second.’ “Abdu’l-Wahid replied: ‘If he commands people to do a 
thing, he himself will excel most in it and if he forbids people to 
do a thing, he himself will be the furthest removed from it.” The 
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man then asked: ‘Tell me the first.’ He replied: ‘I have not seen a 
man who refrains from his bed as much as Al-Hasan.’ 


Al-Hasan was asked about something he had mentioned. They 
said: ‘We have not heard any other jurist mention this.’ He te- 
sponded: ‘Have you ever seen a jurist (/aqih)? A jurist is an ascetic 
of this world and yearns for the Hereafter. He is tireless in per-_ 
forming acts of worship. If it is aeecP ie: he praises Allah and if 
it is 8 rejected, he pee Allah too.’ 


It was said that a man proposed to » Al-Hasan for his daughter’s 
hand in mattiage. He was prepared to pay one hundred thousand 
dirham as the bridal gift. The brides’ mother told Al-Hasan: “Marry 
her to this man as he is keen to marry our daughter and has offered 
a good sum as bridal gift.’ He replied: ‘A man becomes tempted 
to give away his daughter to an ignorant person. Marriage to such 
a person is assuredly not desirable.’ He rejected the i and 
married his oe off toa pou man instead. | 


ore was in discussion with Al-Hasan. He asked: ‘O Abii Said! 
I have a daughter who I love very much. A man of worldly means 
has ptoposed marriage to her. Who do you think is best for her to 
marty?’ He replied: ‘Marry her to a person who fears Allah. When 
he loves het, he will treat her with respect and if he dislikes her, 
he will not transgress upon het.’ 


| Humayd—the servant. of Al-Hasan—said: ‘We visited Al-Hasan 

during times when he was ill.’ He said: ‘Welcome. May Allah keep 
you all alive and well and may he beautify our worldly life.’ We 
asked: ‘Advise us, may Allah be pleased with you. Indeed, we want 
to benefit from the advice you give.’ He replied: ‘O brothers! This 
worldly life is only good if you believe, have patience and are God- 
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fearing,’ It is not piety for you to hear something in one ear and let 
~ it out through the other ear. Those who saw the Prophet (8) while 
he was alive, did not put a burnt brick over another nor a reed over. 
a reed (i.e. build anything); what they built was the knowledge of 
the Prophet (88) and his guidance; glad tidings to those who follow 
his path and are quick to imitate his lifestyle. Then take heed, take 
heed. Why do you rejoice and not feel sad instead?’ 


Abu ‘Abdu’l-Rahman said: ‘We visited Al-Hasan when he was 
sick. He asked for a scribe to join them so that he could write his 
will. He then said: ‘Write, in the Name of Allah, the most benefi- 
cent, the especially merciful. To proceed: Al-Hasan is indeed the 
servant of Allah and the son of the servant of Allah. He bears 
witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the 
absolute and He has no partners. He bears witness the Muhammad — 
(#2) is His servant and Messenger. He who meets Allah with this 
declaration said sincerely from his heart and tongue, Allah will let 
him enter Paradise.’ 


He continued: ‘I heard Mu‘ad narrate it and he gave this advice 
- to his family. Mu‘ad then said: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah 
say this and he gave this advice to his family.’ | 


It was said that when Al-Hasan was in the throes of death, he 
became very worried. His son told him: “We are terrified by your | 
worrying O father!’ He replied: ‘O son! The truth has come and 
falsehood is defeated. I am facing a calamity that I have never 
met before.’ : 


Malik Ibn Dinar said: ‘I saw Al-Hasan in my dream after his 
death. He was happy and he was glowing white and his tears shone 
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when they flowed. I asked: ‘Are you not dead?’ He replied in the 
affirmative. I added: ‘What have you attained after death for indeed 
you spent much time in sadness on earth.’ He replied: ‘Allah has 
removed sadness from us and has guided to the abodes of the 
_ pious (mandzil al-abrar). He has made lawful for us the houses of 
the righteous (~asakin al-mutagin). By Allah! This is only because 
of Allah’s favour upon us.’ I said: “What do you command us to 
do O Abi Sa‘id?’ He replied: ‘I wish people would prolong their 
sadness in the wore life such that they have happiness in the 
Hereafter.’ 


Salih Al-Muriyyu’ said: 1 went to meet Al-Hasan one baa and 
heard him re poetry thus: 


He is not dead one who died in peace. 
Rather, it is one who dies while still alive 
Indeed, the dead is he who sees his grave. 


While he is downcast and with little hope. 


When he had finished his morning remembrance (éasbih), he 


— recited: 


The world will not last for the living. 
And the living will not last in the world 


At night, he would cry and recite: 


The young man will rejoice with the pious deeds he has sent forth. 
Were he to know the ailment that will kill him 


Humayd said: “We went to meet Al-Hasan one day while he 
®° He was an ascetic and an advisor in Basrah. He was weak in narrating hadith. 


He died in the year 172AH 
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was crying and reciting: “O Lord! When shall I be grateful for the 
blessing that You have recently blessed me with and the help you 
keep sending me? What a bad bargain it is for he who digresses 
from Your door and a veil is placed upon him.’ Al-Hasan then 
recited: 


If Iam not grateful for my strength and capability 
Then whatever is in my heart is not love for You 
I am not safe from illness even for an hour 
And my eyes do not see the rising sun 


He then sought forgiveness from Allah and cried, saying: ‘A 
heart that loves Allah loves hard-work, for strain has an effect on 
it. Paradise is not attained by those who prefer relaxation...’ 


A man asked him once: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! Why is it that those who 
perform the night prayer have beautiful faces?’ He replied: ‘It is 
because they isolate themselves with the Most Merciful (Ahahva 
bi’l-Rahman), so He dresses them in His radiance (na) and it ap- 
pears upon their faces. | 


He was asked: ‘O Abu Sa‘id! What do you say of a man who 
sins and then repents and then sins again and then repents?’ He | 
replied: ‘I do not consider that except as a characteristic of a be- 
liever (akhlaq al-mu’minin).’ 


The Companions of the Prophet (3) were mentioned in Al- 
Hasan’s presence and he said: ‘May Allah sanctify their souls. 
They strived while we cowered; they gained knowledge while we 
remained ignorant. Whatever they agreed upon, we follow and 
whatever they differed in, we refrained from.’ 


He used to say: ‘Sweeping the masajid and maintaining them 
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through remembrance (dhikn) is the currency for (being granted) 
the Aur al-‘ayn.’ 7 


He used to say: ‘One has aad truth eed he realises that 
death is his return and that the Day of Judgement is an appointed 
time and standing in the presence of the Almighty is witnessed; 
and the longer he stays in this world the more painful it is, so he 
yearns to do righteous deeds.’ 


Al-Hasan was informed that a man was back-biting him. He sent 
him a platter of dates with the message: “You have gifted me yout 
good deeds by back-biting me, so I have recompensed that with 
this platter.” The man was embarrassed and never again back-bit 
Al-Hasan again. | 


If Al-Hasan saw a brave man who was not preoccupied with 
matters of peteio, he would recite: 


You wish to be the best among your people 
While they have provisions and you do not have provisions 


‘He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Your day is your guest, so be 
kind to it for if you do so, it will depart with your gratitude (fama). 
If you are unkind to it, it will depart with your censure (damm). 
Such is the case with your night too.’ | 


He used to say: “Your fear (kawf) for ee is better than safety 
followed by 1 imminent nee 


He used to say: ‘I have not known a thing we are so certain 


about, which is treated with doubt than our death, and our deeds 
that contradict it.’ 
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He used to say: ‘It was narrated that the Prophet (&) said: “There 
is no better charity than the charity of the tongue.’ He was asked: 
‘O the Messenger of Allah! What is charity of the tongue?’ He 
replied: ‘A good petition (a/shifa‘ah al-Hasanah) by which Allah 
diminishes censure (dhamim), what fulfils one’s needs and removes 


difficulties (Aurba).’ 
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His Manners and Noble Character 


IT WAS NARRATED from Al-Hasan—may Allah have mercy 
on him—that he used to say: ‘Fulfilling the need of a Muslim 
brother is more beloved to me than making /%kaf in the masjid 
for a month.’ | | 


~ Aman asked Al-Hasan about good mannets (husn al-khulug). He 
replied (it is): ‘Sacrifice (badh), forgiveness (‘a/#) and forbearance 
— (thtimal) | | 


He used to say: ‘The sign of manhood (wurn’i al-rajul) is being 
true in speech (s7dq isan), bearing the pains of one’s brothers, 
fulfilling the tights of people around him and preventing harm 
from his neighbout.’ 


He used to say: ‘Tf Allah—the Most High—willed, He would 
have made you all wealthy and there would not be a poor man 


° Spending periods of isolation in the masjid for purpose of worship and 
contemplative 
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amongst you. If He Willed, He would have made you all poor and 
there would not be a rich man amongst you. He has made this dis- 
_ parity in order to test some of you with others to see what actions 
you do.’ He then mentioned good manners by citing the verse: 


a ord SE “er ogy 
aA o~ te Cte an > ae 
dclat eg: SES ens ade 9 
~+& 
oF TASK A A NT we 4 ZAR 
Cp chat A 5b chant rete Sirs 
“And find not any want in their breasts of what the 
emigrants were given but give [them] preference over 
themselves, even though they are in privation. And 
whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul—it 
is those who will be the successful.””? | 


He said: “The sign of a noble person is that he is swift in perform- 
ing deeds, while the sign of a loser is delaying and postponing,’ 


He used to say: ‘He has not treated you justly one who has 
brought you dishonour, and one who keeps his wealth away from 
_~you.’ | 


He said: ‘We used to consider a person a miser (bakdil), if he 
were to lend his friend even a single dirham, although we used 
to share everything [with no strings attached]. By Allah! I have 
had the acquaintance of a man who would tear his waist cloth 
into half and give it to his friend; keeping only the other half for 
himself. There was a man before your time that used to fast. He 
would go to his friends and say: ‘I am fasting today for the sake 
of Allah and I want Allah to accept it while you all have a share 
of the rewards. Hence give me some food from your food. Some 
of them would hurriedly bring him water and dates in the hope 


© Al-Hashr (59): 9 
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that they share the rewards of fasting of this man. The one who 
is rich will bring forth what he has.’ 


He used to say: ‘I have witnessed a community that would sup- 
port a friend’s wife and children for forty years after his death.’ 


He used to say: “If a man enters his friend’s house, it is not an 
issue if he was to eat whatever food or fruits he finds without his 
friend’s permission.’ 


He used to say: “There is not a thing that a person expends except 
that he is accountable for it, except spending on one’s parents and 
others besides them—or spending on his brother for the sake of 
Allah and spending on his pious friend. It is narrated that Allah — 
Almighty, is shy to hold him accountable for these expenditures.’ 


He used to say: “It is not from manliness to profit as a result of 
his friend’s work.’ 


He used to say: ‘Be careful of one who narrates to you what 
another has said. Indeed, he will narrate to others what you say.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Your deeds are a witness for 
you, so be wary as to how they reach your Lord.’ — 


He used to say: “The people who do good are known by these 

~ signs: being truthful in speech (szdq al-hadith); fulfilling ptomises 

(ida’ al-amanah) and keeping trusts when entrusted (wafa’ bi’ Ghd); | 
simplicity and eschewing pomposity (gila al-fakr wa’l-khuyal) and 
maintaining ties of kinship (silch al-rahm). They ate kind to the 
downtrodden (rabma al-du‘afa’); they have good mannets (busn al- 
khulug) and are very caring (sa‘a al-hilm). They propagate knowledge 
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(bath al-‘tlm) and do not pursue women.’ 


He used to say: ‘Son of Adam! Refrain from the prohibitions 
of Allah by being a true servant (bd), and be grateful for the 
provision that has been portioned for you by Allah. Only then 
shall you be tich. Be good to your neighbour and love for the 
people what you love for yourself. Only then shall you be a just 
person. Reduce your laughter for it kills the heart just like the al 
dies.’ 


He used to say: “O people! You will not attain that which you. 
love until you refrain from that which you desire. You will not 
attain that which you hope for a with patience (sabr) upon 
that which you hate.’ 


He used to say: “Patience (sabr) is a treasure from among the 
treasures of Paradise (kunuz al-jannah). Verily, man attains all good- 
ness when he observes patience at the right time.’ 


He used to say: “Whoever has been conferred with contentment 
(rida’) will be satisfied with his provision. He who is satisfied with 
his provision is patient when ee with a calamity.’ 


It was said that a man was cursing another in the presence of 
Al-Hasan. The man who was cursed stood up wiping es 
off his face and recited: 


aA 


BA asec) ns Sires “Kei i" 
“And whoever is patient and forgives—indeed, that is 


of the matters [requiring] determination." 


Al-Hasan remarked: ‘Verily his response encompassed it (deter- 
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mination) while the ignorant lost it.’ 
Al-Hasan said: ‘O son of Adam! Be patient or be destroyed.’ 


He said: ‘It was reported that a man cursed Abt Dhart (radipAllahu 
‘anhu) so he said: “Between me and Paradise is (the covenant of) 
‘“Aqabah. If I am rewarded for it, then I am better than what you — 
blame me for and if Iam unworthy and thrown in Hell, then Iam 
more cursed than what you have mentioned. Desist O man! For 
indeed you are going to meet the One who knows what deceives 
the eyes and what the breasts conceal.’ 


It was said that a man cursed another. The other replied: ‘If not 
that Allah, the Most High, is listening to us I would have retorted.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: “Patience (sabr) is of two types: patience 
when afflicted with a calamity and patience in refraining from sins. 
He, who has both, is the best of those who are patient.’ 


He used to say: “There is no potion better in the eye of Allah, 
the Most High, than the potion of calamity which leads a man 
to contemplate goodness and be patient; or the potion of anger 
(ghaz) which is tempered with “— (‘afa) and —— 
ie 


He — to say: ‘O son of Adam! You can never embody faith 
(tman) and treachery (AAzyana) in one soul. Then how is it that you 
can be a Muslim and yet be untrustworthy to your neighbour or 


you cannot spare people from your harm. Has it not been narrated 
from the ia (#2) that he said: “There is no faith (#wan) for 


"AL Shura (42) :43 
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he who is not trustworthy and there is no religion for he who is 
not trusted.””” 


The Prophet (8) said: “He is not a Muslim whose neighbour 
fears his treachery.’ 


Al-Hasan then said: ‘O son of Adam! You cannot encompass 
true faith until your shortcomings are made apparent. Therefore, 
rectify your shortcomings for verily you will not rectify one of it 
except that another is more in need of rectification.’ | 


‘O son.of Adam! If you are to be just, then refrain from pointing 
out the shortcomings of the people. Surely the best of servant is 
he who does not do so.’ 


A man recited a poem to him one day: 


The boldest of man I have seen is he who hides 
The shortcomings of a man from the man himself. _ 


He used to say: “O son of Adam! How weak you are due to self- 
negligence (ghaflah). You point out peoples’ shortcomings but are 
oblivious to your own. You see the speck in your brother’s eye but 
are blind to the stem that is in your eye. How little 1 antospection 
and what great pica 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘Tt was narrated that the Prophet 
(#2) said: “The people who enjoin righteousness in this world are 


* Imam Ahmad, 1/135, 154, 210 and 251 and the hadith is hasan. 


'5 Bukhari, 10/443 on the authority of Aba Shurayh (radiyAllabu ‘anhu). 
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those who will be the people of righteousness (ah/u-ma'ruj) in the 
-Hereafter.”’* Allah Almighty has forgiven them their sins for en- 
joining righteousness in this world. He, the Most High, will say to 
them on the Day of Judgement: ‘Disperse your rewards to those 
you wish for I have forgiven you your sins. They will disperse their 
rewards and they will be the people who enjoin righteousness in 
the Hereafter just as they would in this world.” 


Hes was asked: “What manners are the best?’ He replied: 
‘Goodness (7#d) and honesty (sédq).’ 


He used to say: ‘I have met a group of people who never con- 
sidered wealthy people dearer to them than a fellow Muslim. What 
then is wrong with you, that you crave after something you will 
be accountable for?” | 


He heard a man say to another: ‘You owe me a danig.”* Al-Hasan 
_teplied: ‘Do not be too trivial for Allah will trivialise you. Allah 


has cutsed the one who asks for a danig and those who give it.’ 


He used to say: “He who hoards foodstuff to increase its value, _ 
then kneads dough to make bread and feeds the poor with i it, will 
not be spared of his sin nor be safe from it.’ | 


He used to say: ‘It is not a sign of good neighbourliness to 
_ [merely] spare the neighbour of harm. It is a sign of good neigh- 
bourliness to anticipate harm (that might afflict the neighbour 


“ Hakim, 1//124 and Imam Ahmad in his a/-Zuhd, 487 at and it is authenticated 
by al-Albani. See Sabih al-Jami‘ #2030. 


15 An insignificant value coin, which was 1/6 the value of a dinar and dirham. 


See Lisan ul-SArab, 10/105. 
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ae to pre-empt it]).’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever has fous of these qualities, Allah will 
protect him from Shaytan and forgive him, such that he will not 
enter Hellfire (a/+nar): he who controls himself when there is fear 


(rahbah), love (ragbah), tage (bidda) or desire (shahwa).’ 


He used to say: ‘Knowledge (‘Z/y) is the best thing that can be 
betrothed and mannets (adab) is the best of friends. Taqwa is the 
best of provisions and worship (‘%badah) is the best of commodi- 

ties. Intellect (‘g/) is the best of delegations; good character (busu 

khulug) is the best of companion. Kindness (47/y) is the best of 
ministers; contentment (gand‘a) is the best treasure. Guidance 
(taufig) is the best ornament and the remembrance of death Cd 
ees is the best of advisors.’ 


He used to say: “Do not be of those who encompass the knowl- 
edge of the scholars and the wisdom of the wise, yet treat truth 
like a fool.’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever has four of these qualities, Allah will 
enter him into Paradise and bless him with mercy (rabma): He 
who has filial piety towards his parents (birr al-walaydain), is kind 
to his subordinates, takes care of the orphan pam and helps 
the wa (a ay. | 


_ He used to say: “Verily envy (asd) eats up the religiosity of a 
person faster than the decay of the body.” 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated from the Prophet (8) that he 
said: ‘Knowledge is of two types. Knowledge in the heart (‘dm 
fi'l-qalb), which is the beneficial knowledge (a/-‘/m al-nafr’); and © 
the knowledge on the tongue (% ‘ala al-lisan) and this shall be a 
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witness to Allah against the son of Adam.’ 


‘He used to say: ‘A believer is smart. He is of those whose 
fear of Allah increases as Allah increases him in goognes 
(thsan).’ | 


He re to say: ‘A believer does good deeds and fears Allah the 
most. Even if he were to give gold in the path of. Allah that fills 
the earth, he does not rest in peace until he sees the rewards. He 
will say: “I am not saved, I am not saved’, while the hypocrite will 
say: “There are vast numbers of people. My sins as compared to — 
their total sins are ee Allah is the most Merciful. He shall 


forgive me.’ 


Then AL Hasan said: ‘O son of Adam! You commit evil deeds 
(ape a) yet _— aScuely) from Allah?” | 


“afd used to say: “He whe has bad manners fae brought punish- 
ment upon himself. He who has much wealth has many sins, and 
7 aad talks a loti increases his chance of pee toppled.’ 


- He used to say: ‘If not for knowledge (‘tm) eee would have 
been like cattle.” 


It was narrated that Al-Hasan said: “Umar Ibn al-Khattab 
(radityAllabu ‘anhu) used to say: “Verily greeting your Muslim brother 
with salutations when you meet him brings about good relation- 
ship between both of you, call him by the name most beloved to 
him and give him room ina — | 


= 6 AL Bacicis 1 y 1 02 with a mursal chain of narration and Tbn Abi Shaya in 
his a-Zuhd, 13/235 ) De 
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Al-Hasan then said: ‘Indeed the righteous predecessors (salaf al- 
salip) have taught you mannets (adab) and good character (makarim 
al-ahklag), so learn it, may Allah have mercy on you all.’ 


He used to say: ‘What is wrong with us that when we meet a Mus-- 
lim brother we do not ask after him nor supplicate for him thus: 
“May Allah forgive you and us and enter all of us into Paradise.’ 
Yet this is not the case when it involves wealth. Woe upon you! 
Your predecessors were not like this; why have not you followed 
them while you were commanded to do so.’ 


He used to say: “O people! What is wrong with us that we draw 
closer to wellness but when a calamity strikes us, we dispute. The 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (2) were not like this. 
We seek refuge in Allah from differing from them.’ 


Al-Hasan saw aman who spoke a lot. He eeurhet ‘O son of my 
brother! Guard your tongue for indeed it has been said: ‘Nothing 
is more worthy of incarceration than the tongue.’ | 


It was narrated from the Prophet () that he said: ‘Are the 
people tossed into the Fire upon their faces, EEeePe because of 


what their tongues have mates wee 


He used to say: ‘The tongue of the learned is behind his heart. 
If he intends to speak, he thinks first. If it is favourable, he speaks 
and if itis unfavourable, he keeps quiet. The heart of the ignorant 
is behind his tongue. Every time he intends to speak, he does so.” 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘It was narrated that the Prophet (8) said: 
“My umm) will not enter Paradise due to them having eae 


= AL-Tirmidhi, #2617, who graded it was hasae sahih. 
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and fasted much but they will enter Paradise due to the Mercy of 
Allah, a peaceful heart, generous soul and due to the mercy shown 
to fellow Muslims.’’!® | 


He used to say: “It was narrated that a caller will call on the Day 
of Judgement, saying: “Let them stand those who have rewards 
with Allah. None will stand except a man who had fulfilled the 
needs of his brother or forgave him for the evil he was subjected 
to, or who gave his brother from what he was blessed with.’ 


He used to say: “The intelligent one will not earn the wrath of a 
single person by earning the love of a thousand men. If he does 
so, then he is in loss and is not considered a gain.’ 


He used to say: “The dignity of a noble lies in his manners, and 
his saqwa is his esteem.’ 


He used to say: “Whoever censures his brother for a wrongdoing 
and then repents to Allah, will not face death until he is tested by 
a similar wrongdoing,’ 


Al-Rabi‘ Ibn Subayh asked him: ‘O Abi Sad! What do you say 
about the ten units of prayer after “Isha. Is it optional or Sunnah?’ 
He replied: ‘It is not Sunnah. If it was Sunnah, it is not appropriate 
for a Muslim to leave it. O son of my brother! From the manners 
of a Muslim is to be steadfast in the commands that have become | 
habitual for him to practice throughout the year.” 


"8 Al-Bayhaqi, Shu ab al-Iman, 7/3493; Al-Dhahabi and Ibn Hajr al-Asqalani said 
it was rejected (munkar). | 


” Allah, the Most High, has commanded us to practice what has been revealed 
in Shari'ah of worship and not add any innovation which has not been com- 
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He used to say: ‘It is mentioned in the Zawrab:”° richness (ghina) 
lies in being content (gand‘a) and being safe (salama) from the peo- 
ple. Wellness (‘afzyya) lies in repelling desires (rafd al-shahwa), and 
victory (aja) lies in eschewing wants (¢ark al-raghba) and enjoying 
patience (sabr) throughout the year in a short life.’ 


He then said: ‘Have manners—may Allah bestow mercy upon 
you—with the manners enjoined by Allah and preserve what has 
been revealed in the book of Allah. This is so that you can be from 
the friends of Allah.’ | 


He used to say: ‘A servant is not blessed with a blessing except 
that it has conditions attached to it. Except for the blessings show- 
ered upon Sulayman Ibn Dawid (‘alayhum-salam). Allah Almighty 
said: 


or % GOS a ee 
CP ee NGS i ee (ite 


“TWe said], “This is Our gift, so grant or withhold 
without account.””” 


He used to say: ‘A servant does not extend his hopes except that 
his deeds worsen.’ 


He used to say: ‘Verily you, O man, are merely a number. Not a 
day passes by except that a part of you diminishes.’ 


_manded nor done by the Prophet (4%). The servant is commanded to do that 
which is prescribed. This is the crux of what Al-Hasan said. Meaning that we 
must practice what the Shari'ah has prescribed and not innovate contrary to 
_ the Sunnah of the Prophet (3). | 


_ 2 A previously revealed divine Book that was given to Prophet Misa (‘a/ayhis- 
salam). 


21 Sad (38): 39 
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He used to say: ‘May Allah be merciful to Ibn Mas‘Gd. It is as if 
he was referring to you when he said: ‘the ascetic amongst you is _ 
the one who has wants. The fighter amongst you is the one who 
is weak and the learned amongst you is the ignorant.’ 


He used to say: “Umar Ibn Al-Khattab used to say: ‘Mix 
with people and dispute with them.’ Al-Hasan added: ‘Mix with 
people with good manners and dispute with them in acts of 
wrongdoing.’ | 


He used to say: “Four things are incumbent upon a Muslim for 
his brethren in Islam: assisting the generous people (to do good), 
accepting their invitation, seeking forgiveness for the wrongdoers 

and guiding those who are astray to the truth.’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever is able to satisfy his Muslim brothet’s 
(lawful) desire or fulfil his needs, then all his past sins are forgiven.’ 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated that Allah, the Most High, said to 
Adam, peace be upon him: ‘O Adam! Rights are divided into four 
for you and your progeny that come after you: For Me, for you, 
between you and Me and between you and the people. As for that 
which is for Me, it is that you worship only Me and do not associate 
any partners with Me. As for that which is for you, it is that you 
are rewarded for the good deeds you do, and the mote you are in 
need of them. As for that which is between you and Me, it is that 
you invoke Me (alone) and for Me to respond to you. As for that | 
which is between you and the people, it is that you befriend them 
as much as you would like them to befriend you.” 


22 A source reference for this narration was unable to be located. 
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He used to say: “Understanding is a shield of knowledge (al-fahm 
nia’u al-ilm). Knowledge is a guide to action (a/-tm dali al-‘aml) 
and action leads to goodness (a/-‘aml qa’ida al-khayr). Desite is a 
station for sin (a/-hawa murkab al-ma‘asi) and wealth is a disease for 
the deniers (a/+-mal da’ al-munkarin). This world is the market place 
for the Hereafter (a/-dunya saugq al-akhira). Wloe wpon woe to those 
who gained the blessings of Allah and committed sin.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Faith (#man) is not gained by 
bestowal or wishful thinking (¢ammani). It is that which is etched 
into the heart (ga/b) and corroborated by actions (a‘mal).’ 


It was said: “Ihe demise of Al-Hasan was announced to Dawud 
al-Ta’l who remarked, ‘May Allah forgive him. By Allah, he was 
a blessed man whose worth is only known after he is no more.’ 


Hubayb Ibn “Aws heard this and said: 


When calamities befall they upset 
_ Though through them blessings are gained 


It was said that a haughty man once invited Al-Hasan. He called 
out: ‘O Abia Said!” To this Al-Hasan replied: “Learn all of you, 
may Allah shower metcy on all of you. Knowledge is to the deen 
as medicine is to the body, and Arabic grammar is for strengthen- 
ing the tongue.” 


He used to say: ‘Whoever errs in reciting of the Qur’an, has 


belied Allah. Indeed Allah, the Most High, said: 


23 He made a grammatical error in calling him ‘Ya Abu Sa%d’ rather than ‘Ya 
Aba Sa%a’. | 7 
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“Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from 
behind it.” 


Error in recital is one of the biggest falsehoods. 


A man said to Al-Hasan: “You, O Abi Sa‘id! Do not mispro- 
nounce in your recital.’ He replied: ‘O son of my brother! I have 
surpassed that.’ 


_ He was asked: ‘What is manliness?’ He replied: “To not be self- 
ish and be demeaning, and not to ask (for help) and be belittled.’ 


He used to say: ‘A person attains completeness if he has four 
qualities. Even if a person has one of it, he is (still) the best among - 
his people: his religion that guides him, his intellect that directs 
him, his sense of fulfilment that beautifies him and his modesty 
that protects him.’ 7 


He used to say: “Io whom else should a Muslim confide in, if — 
not his Muslim brother? Who else will feel duty-bound as will a 
Muslim brother? Verily a Muslim is a mirror to his brother. He 
hides his shortcomings and forgives his sins. When a man from 
among the righteous predecessors met another, he would say to 
him: ‘O brother! I do not see my own sins and do not realise my 
own shortcomings, so if you see goodness in me, command me 
(to do more of it) and if you see evil in me, forbid me from it. 
‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) used to say: “May Allah 
shower mercy upon this affair [of Islam] which has made us equals. 
One of us has to readily accept warnings nom his brother and 
benefit from it.” 


** Fussilat (41): 42. 
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He used to say: ‘A believer is a branch of a believer. He is sad- 
dened if his brother is sad, he becomes happy when his brother 


is happy.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: “You gain from having a good companion 
(khaki). Therefore, choose your brothers and friends and disregard 
any of their (insignificant) shortcomings.’ 


He used to say: ‘Refrain from some affairs, for a person may eat 
food, enter a place and sit in a gathering yet he is not sincere in it. 
His religion leaves him while he is oblivious to all that.’ 


It was said to him: ‘O Abt Sa‘td! Some people come to gather- 
ings and pick out mistakes you make in your speech in order to 
defame you thereby. He replied: ‘O son of my brother! Do not 
be bothered by it. I will be satisfied if I enter Paradise and be in 
the company of the Most Merciful (wajawara al-Rahman) and the 
Prophets (‘alayhis-salam). It does not bring satisfaction that I am 
protected from the people (and their speech).’ 


He used to say: ‘He who seeks knowledge for the sake of Allah, 
it will indeed be manifested in his awe (khusha#'), his asceticism 
-(zubd) and his humility ¢awada'.’ 


He ea to say: “Be observant when the funeral bier arrives for 
there are three rewards in it: reward for sending condolences, 
reward for partaking in the funeral prayer and reward for follow- 
ing the bier. It was narrated that the Prophet (8) said: “Whoever 
follows the funeral bier until the burial, seventy of his ot sins 


will be forgiven. Tae 


25 A source reference for this narration was unable to be located. However, 
it was reported by Bukhari and Muslim from the narration of Abii Hurayrah 
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When Al-Nawar, the wife of Al-Farzadai died, many people of 
Basrah attended her funeral. Al-Hasan attended it too. Al-Farzadqi 
approached Al-Hasan and asked: ‘Do you know what the people 
are saying O Abu Sa‘id?’ He asked: ‘What are they saying?’ Al- 
Farzadqi said: “They say that the best of people and the worst of 
‘people have attended the funeral.”’ Al-Hasan said: ‘And whom do 
they mean by that?’ He replied: “They assume that you are the best 
of people and that Iam the worst of people.’ Al-Hasan then said: 
‘Tam not the best and you are not the worst. However, what have 
you prepared for a day like this?’ He replied: ‘The declaration that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah since sixty years ago.’ 
When Al-Nawar was buried, Al-Farzadqdi recited: 


I fear a bad consequence after burial if I am not forgiven. 
A grave most torched and tight _ 
If a harsh guide were to lead me on the Day of Judgement 
And a rider will ride with Al-Farzadqi 
Indeed, the sons of Adam are a failure 


Those who walked towards Hellfire bound by chains 


Al-Hasan cried until he was sobbing, He then said: ‘Verily poetry 
has wisdom in it.”° He added: ‘May Allah have mercy on you O 
Abii Faras! Continue as you have done today if you have good 


acumen. You ate sending it forth to the Magnanimous (Jawad) and 
Most Just (Ad). They then parted ways. Al-Farzadqi died and Al- 


(radiyAllahu ‘anhu) that the Prophet (g) said: “Whoever follows the funeral pro- 
cession and offers the funeral prayer for it, will get a reward equal to one qirat, 
and whoever attends it till burial, will get a reward equal to two girat.” It was 
asked: “What are two gira” He (gg) replied: “Equal to two huge mountains.” 


6A Prophetic narration reported by Bukhari, 10/537, on eres of Ubayy 
Ibn Ka‘b (radiyAllahu ‘anbu). 
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‘Hasan dreamt about him and he was saying: ‘I have been shown 
mercy with that ae I spent with Al-Hasan.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: “O people! Eschew procrastination (éasv7/). 
For indeed I have heard some pious people say: ‘We do not want 
to die until we repent. And we do not repent until we die.’ 


He used to say: ‘There are twelve qualities in food: four are ob- 
ligatory (faridah), four ate sunnah and four are from mannets (adab). 


_ As for the obligatory qualities, they are: saying bismillah, liking 
the food, being satisfied with what one is served and being grate- 
ful for the blessings. 


As for the Sunnah qualities, they are: sitting leaning on the right | 
leg, eating what is closest to him on the plate, eating with three 
fingers of the right hand and licking the hands after eating. 


As for the qualities that are based on manners, they ate: wash- 
ing the hand before and after eating, taking small portions to eat, 
chewing the food and to refrain from looking at the face of others 
who ate also eating,’ 


It was said that Al-Hasan was sitting in a gathering one day and 
an extraordinary woman came to him and asked: ‘O Abi Sa‘fd! 
Is it permissible for a man to marry four wives? He replied in the 
affirmative to which she said: ‘Is it also permissible for a woman 
to marry four husbands?’ He replied: ‘No.’ She then said: ‘Verily, - 
Allah, the Most High, has made it lawful for the men and unlawful 
for the women. Do not give religious ruling of this nature to the 
husbands of women.’ She then left. Al-Hasan watched her as she 
left and said: ‘I have not seen a woman like her.’ It was reported 
that Al-Hasan never showed interest in a worldly thing before 
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seeing her or afterwards besides her. 


It was said that a man from among the pious left a monetary 
deposit with someone. This person died suddenly, so the ownet 
of the deposit asked for its return and was told by the inheritors 
of the man’s wealth that they did not know anything about it. The 
pious man went to Al-Hasan and explained the situation to him. 
Al-Hasan said: ‘Bring some zamzam water, make ablution (wadu) 
with it and perform a prayer sincerely. Then make supplication 
for the man to whom you gave the deposit. If he responds,” ask 
him about the deposit that you entrusted him with. He did so but 
did not receive any indication. He mentioned this to Al-Hasan. 
Al-Hasan then said: “Go to Yemen and wait at the Barhoot Valley 
and supplicate for that man, if it is answered then ask him about 
the deposit. This man went to Yemen and did as was directed by 
Al-Hasan. The man responded (in his dream) and he asked him 
about the deposit, to which he was told where the deposit was; he 
proceeded to ask the pious man: ‘O brother! Are you not a pious 
person? What misfortune has afflicted you that you have stooped 
so low? He replied: ‘I was someone who severed the ties of kin- 
ship, I ask Allah that He protect me from bad affairs.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘Four things are calamitous: Having a 
large family, having little wealth, a bad ees none! in the bs a of 
residence, and a spouse who is a tyrant.’ 


He used to say: “The best of things is wealth that is lawful (ba/ah), 
a brother in Islam who if you ask will give sound advice regarding 
worldly matters and the religion.’ 


27 Meaning if you see him in a dream or someone living vouches for him, ask 
him about the deposit. | | 


28 This story ascribed to Al-Hasan is false. There is no basis for this incident. 
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He used to say: “A man may be learned and worship a lot ot may 
not worship a lot, and he may be ignorant. However, Muslim Ibn 
Yasar was a learned man who performed a lot of worship.’ 


He used to say: ‘Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah, all his achievements are due 
to Allah. I have heard him command us to be kind and encourage 
us to be forgiving. He said: “O people! Extinguish the fire of anger 
by remembering the Fire of Hell.’ Aba’l-Darda’ (radty A/ahu ‘anhu) 
used to say: ‘A man is closer to the anger of Allah when he is angry.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘He who dresses his intellect will be spared 
from disaster.’”* | 


He used to say: ‘One who ts cheated is he who has his intellect 
cheated.’ He used to say: ‘Mend ties with people by having good 
manners for indeed those who share a long relationship are few.’ 


Yunus Ibn Hubayb said: ‘I heard Al-Hasan al-Basri—may Allah 
have mercy on him—-say: “Two things will not get along at all: 
satisfaction and envy. Two things will never be apart: “competition 
and envy.’ 


Ai Hinsae used to say: ‘A man reaches nobility via his intellect, 
his shyness and his kindness.’ 


“Meaning a person should be discerning and careful oa type of prOwicce: 
he should share, and with whom: 
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The Wise Sayings and Admonitions He. 
Stated with Eloquence and Brevity 


AL-HASAN HEARD a man saying: “O Allah! Destroy the 
wicked.’ He said: “You, would then feel alienated along the Path, 
for those who restrain themselves would be scarce.” 


He used to say: “This religion is strong, the truth is heavy, and 
the human is weak. One of you should carry what he can bear, 
because if the servant burdens himself more than it could bear, 
he makes it susceptible to boredom and weariness.’ 


He used to say: ‘Sickness is the body’s zakah, just as almsgiving 
is the zakah for wealth. Each body that does not complain (of 
sickness) is like wealth on which no zakah is made.’ 


He also used to say: “The best deeds are contemplation and piety. 


Whosoever’s life is like that, he is saved. Otherwise, he should | 
deem it wasted.’ 
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He used to say: ‘Pondering is a mirror that shows you your good | 
deeds from your bad ones. Whoever depends on it succeeds, and > 
whoever neglects it is exposed.’ | 


A man told him once: “O Abi Sa‘id! You have conveyed a hadith 
to me, but I have forgotten it.’ To which Al-Hasan said: ‘Without 
forgetfulness, scholars would be many.’ 


Aban said: ‘I entered upon Al-Hasan in the masjid, so I asked: 
‘Did you pray, may Allah be merciful to your’ He said: ‘No!’ I said: 
‘The people of the market have already prayed.’ He remarked: 
‘Who takes the people of the market as his standard for religious- 
ness? When their sales are good, they delay the prayer, and when 
the sales stagnate, they expedite their prayer.’ 


He used to say: ‘Beware of three matters—do not give shaytan | 
control of yourself in them: Do not be alone with a woman even 
if you intend to teach her the Qur’an; do not enter upon the Sultan 
(ruler) even if you intend to enjoin him to do good and forbid 
him from evil; do not accompany a person of bid‘ah,” for he will 
sicken your heart and spoil your faith.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Look for sweetness (ha/awa) in three mat- 
ters: in prayer (salah), in the recitation of the Qut’an (gird’a), and 
in Allah’s remembrance (dhikr). If you find it, go on and rejoice; 
_ otherwise, know that your door (to goodness) is locked, so strive 
to open it.’ 


He used to say: ‘Were it not for three things, the man would not 
bow his head: death (waw?), sickness (marad) and npenty (fagr). 
ene them, he is exuberant.’ 


” An innovation that is made part of religion. 
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He also used to say: ‘O people! By Allah, we were not created to 
vanish (fand’); we wete created for immortality (baga’). However, 
we move from one home” to another home.’ 


Abvw’l-‘Ala’ Al-Ma‘arti put that into poetic verses, so he said: 


People were created for immorality, 
yet some thought themselves destined for evanescence. 


They ate merely moved from the home of deeds to 
_ the home of wretchedness or happiness. 


He also used to say: ‘Whoever honoured a man of bid‘ah has 
strived towards demolishing of Islam (hadm al-Islam).’ 


He also used to say: ‘It was narrated that the Prophet (3) 
said: “When the wicked is praised, Allah Almighty becomes 
Angry.” | 


_ He also used to say: ‘Beware of the ignorant worshipper (‘abd 
al-jabil) and the wicked scholar (‘aim al-fasig), for they hold tribula- 
tion (finah) fot every bewitched person (maftin).’ 


_ He used to say: “O son of Adam! Do not be fooled by the state- 
ment, ‘You will be [gathered] with those whom you love’, for you 
will not catch up with the pious (abrar) without following their 
deeds. The Jews and Christians love their Prophets, but by Allah, 
they will not be gathered with them nor be let into their grouping; 


© The word ‘home’ here, and Islamic literature in general, is a euphemism for life. 


* Ibn Hibban, a/-Majruhin, 2/339; Al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-lman, #4886; Al-Khatib, 
Tarikh al-Baghdad, 8/428 and others with slight variations. It is a weak narration. 
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they will be firewood of Hell (ahannam) and will come to enter 
i 7 | 


He used to say: “This wwmah will remain upon goodness and in 
the care and protection of Allah, until its good people are kind 
to its evil, their pious glorify their wicked, and their Qur’4an recit- 
ers incline towards their rulers. ‘Thereupon, the blessing of Allah 
will be removed from them, tyrants will be let loose on them af- 
flicting them with the worst torment, and the punishment of the 
Hereafter is more severe and mote enduring, and terror (7b) will 
be cast into their hearts.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan saw Na‘Im Ibn Ridhwan walking 
atrogantly, so he said: “Look at him! There is no organ in him 
except it is a blessing from Allah Almighty, and a curse from the 
devil.’ 


He used to say: ‘Allah Almighty takes the believers to account 
on the Day of Judgement on the basis of kindness and favour, 
and He Punishes the disbelievers on the basis of evidence and © 
justice.’ | | 


He used to say: ‘How odd are the tongues that describe [the 
truth], the hearts that know and the deeds that contradict!’ 


He also used to say: “Whoever behaves in a way that places him 
under suspicion, cannot blame those who backbite him.’ 


He once saw a man playing with gravel and supplicating: ‘O 
Allah! Marry me to the Houris of Paradise!’ He observed: “He is 
asking for the Houris while playing like mad people do.’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever wishes to know which state he is in, 
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should refer his deeds to the Qur’4n in order to identify loss from 
superiority. | 


He also used to say: “May Allah have mercy on a person who 
referred himself to the Book of Allah, if they conformed, he 
would praise Allah and ask Him for more, and if they ane 
he vous repent and return soon after. 


He used to say: ‘How re is man! The recording Angels are 
above his head, his tongue is their pen, his saliva is their ink, and 
yet, he keeps talking about that which does not concern him.’ 


He used to say: ‘O Son of Adam! You love to recount your 
good deeds, and you hate to recount your bad deeds, you impose 
blame on others based on assumption, while demanding certainty 
for yourself, all the while knowing that two Angels are assigned to 
you to record your words and deeds.’ 


He used to say: ‘O Son of Adam! For the wise, the hard work 
of the night does not prevent the hard work of the day, nor vice 
versa, because the fear [of Allah] accompanies his heart until he 
becomes at the Mercy of his Lord.’ 


‘He ised to say: “Beware of praise, for it is slaughter! (Meaning 
praising someone in their presence or seeking praise for oneself.) 


It is narrated that a man was praised in the presence of the 
Prophet (8), so he said: “You have ruined the man! If he heard 


it, he won’t find success thereafter.” 


te used to say: “He is not fait to his ieee who ans poorly 
of Him and treats His provision impatiently.’ | 
* Bukhari, 10/476 and Muslim, 4/3001 
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He used to say: ‘Nothing is worthier of restraining than your 
tongue, and nothing is more worthy of rejection than your 
whims.’ 


He used to say: “The untamed animal does not require the re- 
straining bridle more than one’s own self.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You will not die before your 
time, you will not be deprived of your provision, nor will the 
provision of others be given unto you. Why do you then toil, and 
for what are you killing yourself?’ 


A Bedouin met Al-Hasan and said: ‘May Allah bless you! Teach 
me the vastness of religion, which is neither extreme nor descend- 
ing with slackness.’ Al-Hasan said: “You have it well my nephew!°? 


Moderation is the best of virtue.’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever is not experienced in a matter 
will be tricked, and whoever fights aguas the truth will be 
defeated.’ 


He used to say: ‘The human roams between three states: A com- 
ing adversity, a passing blessing and a fatal death.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Being human is a destination for adversities, 
calamities and death.’ Cry you then and say: | 


KEM kes ENS. 


CD ANNE EE 135 yore 


“Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good 
3 Tn Arabic, the expression ‘my nephew’ can be used metaphorically, like * my son’, 


ot ‘my child’ in English. 
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and in the Hereafter [that which is] good and protect 


us from the punishment of the Fire.” 


When Al-Hasan heard about the murder of Al-Husayn Ibn ‘Ali® 
(radiyAllahu ‘anhuma), he cried and sobbed, saying: ‘Oh [how great 
is] my regret! What has become of this uwmah? A son killed the 
son of its Prophet (4). O Allah! Be Witness for him: 

gas wiapinliic, 
“And those who have wronged are going to know to 


what [kind of] return they will be returned.’””® 


He also used to say: “O son of Adam! Put forth what you wish 
for of deeds, good or otherwise, for you will come to them, and 
keep back what you wish, for you will return to it.’ 


He used to say: Whoever lives until the end of times should 
lock himself up in his house.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Why Ee I hear voices (around me) but see 
no close friends.’ 


It is said: ‘A man from the Khawarij appeared in the Peninsula,” 
he came out with an outrageous opinion, then denounced it and 
wished to change it, but he committed a more outrageous act in 


* Al Baqarah (2): 201 
» 'The grandson of the Prophet (4). 
36 4) Shu‘ara’ (26): 227 


°’ Probably in reference to the peninsula that lies between the Euphrates and 
Tigris, meaning modern-day Iraq. 
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the process.”*® 


He used to say: ‘Whoever denounced himself in public has 
ptaised himself, and wretched is what he did.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Had it not been for the righteous ones, 
the earth would have swallowed its inhabitants; had it not been 
for the pious, the nation would have perished; had it not been for 
scholars, people would have been like cattle; had it not been for 
rulers, people would have eaten one another; had it not been for 
the fools, the world would have been ruined; and had it not been 
for the wind, what is between the heaven and the earth would 
have smelled foul.’ 


He also used to say: “Three things are devastating: a leader that 
you follow who then misleads you, a neighbour who when know- 
ing a good thing [about you] he hides it and upon knowing a bad 
thing he spreads it, and a manifest poverty that allows no pleasure 
for its bearer.’ 


Al-‘Ala’ Ibn Ziyad said: ‘I asked Al-Hasan: ‘Suppose there are 
- two people: one of them devoted himself to worship and the 
other devoted himself to provide for his children; which of them 
is better?’ Al-Hasan said: ‘If both are upright, the one who devoted 
himself to worship is better.” 


He also used to say: ‘If you see something undesirable in your 
child, repent to your Lord and return to Him, because this is 
something aimed at you.” 


8 Outrageous act of killing without any legal right. 


*° Meaning the parents’ own fault and tendency to sin. 
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He used to say: ‘When people display knowledge while neglect- 
ing deeds, voice their love for one another while hating each other 
in their hearts, and sever the ties of kinship, Allah (the Exalted 
in praise) curses them, so He deafens them and blinds their 
vision.’ 


A man asked him about backbiting (ghéba) and about what merits 
it, he said: ‘It is, by Allah, the punishment of Allah, the Majestic, 
which He pours upon His servants when they disobey Him and 
slacken in worshipping Him.’ 


He was asked: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! What destroys people?’ He said: 
‘Their lack of satisfaction (gi/a al-rida’) with Allah Almighty.” 
He was asked: ‘What causes their lack of satisfaction with Allah 
Almighty?’ He replied: “Their ignorance of Allah and lack of ac- 
quaintance (gia al-ma‘vifa) with Him.’ | | 


He used to say: ‘Separating oneself from the fools is means of 
nearness (qurb) to Allah, accompanying the wise is establishing 
(‘<qama) the teligion of Allah, kindness to the believer is service 
(khimah) to Allah, and strictness with the lewd is help ae from 
Allah.’ 


He used to say: Do not tbe less sane than the herded lamb, which 
eo by the shout and driven by gesture.’ 7 


He used to say: ‘I heard Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah Al- Muzant say: ‘Work 
diligently [on the Path of Allah], but if weakness causes you to fall 
short, (at least) refrain from sins.’ 


He also used to say: ‘It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
(#8) said: “People are not given, in this life, anything better than . 
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certainty and well-being, so ask Allah the Exalted, for them.”’”° 
Then Al-Hasan used to add: ‘Allah’s Messenger (#2) has spo- 
ken the truth! Paradise was sought with certainty, Hell-fire was 
avoided with certainty, adversity was endured with certainty, 
obligations were fulfilled with certainty, and well-being contains 
much goodness.’ 


He used to say: ‘The believer does not banter except he loses 
awareness, and then upon pondering he regrets it.’ 7 


He used to say: ‘Whoever is not prevented by his prayer (sa/ah) 
from immorality and wrongdoing, his prayer does not increase him 
from Allah Almighty except in remoteness, and does not increase 
him in the sight of Allah Almighty except in hatred.’ 


He used to say: “The one who observes his deeds is like the one 
who defends himself during war. In fact, observing one’s deeds 
is better and more rewarding.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You consider forbidden 
deeds lawful, you commit crimes, you perpetrate atrocities and © 
you dream wishfully [of good things] from Allah! You will come 
to tealisation, O wicked person, when there will not benefit [any- 
one] wealth or children, but ony one who comes to Allah with 
a sound heart.’ | 


He used to say: ‘Refraining from sin is easier than going through 
repentance.’ When Muhammad Ibn Wasi‘ heard this he said: “May 
Allah have mercy on Al-Hasan. By Allah, this is true, if 1t coin- 
cided with a heart devoted to worship and a mind free from the 


40 Al-Tirmidhi, #3558; Al-Nasa’i, Sunan Al-Kubra, #10720; Musnad of Imam 
Ahmad, #38 with slight variation. 
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overwhelming worldly desires.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Why do you turn to evil 
when goodness is pure? O son of Adam! Avoid major sins, for 
you'll be alright until you commit a major sin that changes your 
heart and demolishes your good deeds.’ . 


He used to say: ‘Only Allah can reward the people of truth!*! 
The whip of ‘Umar (radtyAllahu ‘anhu) was more feared than the 
sword of Al-Hajjaj.’ 


Someone asked him: ‘O Abu Sa‘id! Who among people will 
scream most intensely on the Day of Judgement?’ He said: “A man 
who introduced an evil practice that people followed, a ruler who 
was cruel to his subjects, and a man who was granted a blessing, 
which he used to disobey Allah, the Most Exalted.’ , 


He used to say: “Time passes over the believer while he is in the 
same state of holding his position and giving the same advice; it~ 
is the hypocrite that changes in order to appeal to every group of 
people and to attain every possible benefit.’ 


He used to say: “The believer’s words conform to his deeds; he 
is in secret as he is in public, and his presence and absence are the 
same. As for the hypocrite, his words contradict his deeds, he is 
in secret unlike he is in public, and his absence and presence are 
inconsistent.’ - 


A man asked him: ‘Can the believer feel envy?’ He said: ‘Woe 
to you! How did you forget the brothers of Yusuf (‘a/ayhis-salam) 
and what envy did to them?’ 


“| An expression that aims to praise someone. 
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He used to say: ‘It is not considered backbiting with regards _ 
to three people; the openly lewd and when it’s mentioned about 
- him; the innovator in religion and when this is mentioned; and 
the unjust ruler when his injustice is mentioned.’ | 


Humayd—AI-Hasan’s servant—narrated that he asked him 
once: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! May Allah bless you; do you not see the 
confusion people are in? He replied: ‘O Aba’l Khayr! There are 
four things that straightened people out, and two that corrupted 
them. As for those that straightened people out, the first of them 
was “Umar Ibn al-Khattab (radiyAl/ahu ‘anhu) on the day of the 
Saqifah, when the Ansar said: ‘A leader from us and a leader from 
you.” ‘Umar said: ‘Do you not know that the Messenger (#8) said: 
“The leader is from (the tribe of) Quraysh?’ They said: ‘We do.’ He © 
said: “Do you not know that he (#8) brought Abt Bakr forward to 
lead the prayers?’ They said: ‘We do.’ He said: “Then who among 
you wishes to put himself forward before Aba Bakr?’ They said: 
‘No one.’ Thereupon, all the Ansar accepted it. Had it not been 
for Umar’s doing, people would have disputed leadership, and 
each group would have claimed it for themselves until the Day 

of Judgement.’ 


Then there is what Aba Bakr al-Siddiq (radtyAlahu ‘anhu) did 

when he consulted people regarding the apostates (ahlulradd). 
All of them advised him to accept them because of the prayer 
they perform and disregard their abstinence of giving the eakab. 
- But he firmly said: “By Allah! If they withheld from me a piece 
of rope they used to give to Allah’s Messenger (8) I will fight 
them over it.’ Had it not been for what Abii Bakr (radiyAllahu 
‘“anhu) did, people would have denied zakah until the Day of 
Judgement. 
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Then there is what “Uthman (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) did when he 
united the people ona single wushaf (codex) he gathered the Qur’an 
within. People used to recite it differently and some would say: 
‘Our recitation is better than yours’, until some almost accused 
each other with blasphemy. Had it not been for what ‘Uthman 
(radiyAllahu ‘anhu) did, people would have disbelieved in the Qur’an 
until the Day of Judgement. 


Then, there is what ‘Ali (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) did when he fought 
the people of Basrah. When the fight was over, he divided among 
his companions the fortune that the army captured. They said: ‘O 
Amir Al-Mu’minin! Why do not you divide among us their children 
and women [as captives]?’ He denounced their suggestion aoe 
request vehemently, saying: “Who shall take Umm Al-Mu’ minin” 

— in his share?’ 


Then he asked: “Those women whose sons and husbands died, 
ate they required a waiting period [before getting remarried], and 
do they inherit the quarter, the third or the sixth [of the deceased’s 
_fortune]?’ They said: ‘Yes.’ Had they been slaves, they would not 
have inherited nor would they have been required to have a waiting 
period. Therefore, they realised the soundness of his Judgement, 
accepted his view and approved of his ruling. Had it not been for 
what ‘Ali (radiy Alahu ‘anhu) did, people would not have known the 
aos of fighting Abiy’/giblah.” 


As for the two matters that corrupted ea 


® Umm Al-Mu’minin literally means ‘7) he mother of the believers’, and it tefers to 
~ the wives of the Prophet (Be). | 


© Ablul-Qiblah erie means ‘People of the Oiblah’, and it refers to people who 
. pray towards the same qzb/ah, meaning, those who declare themselves Muslims. 
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What ‘Amr Ibn Al-‘As (radiyAllahu ‘anhuma) did of raising the 
mushafs and saying what he did until the KhawaArij chose arbitra- 
tion, for the effects of that arbitration remain until the Day of 
Judgement. ‘Ali (radtyAMahu ‘anhn) understood what ‘Amr wanted, 
so he said: ‘It is a word of truth but the intentions behind it are 
~ false.’ 


The second matter is what Al-Mughitah Ibn Shu‘bah did, when 
Mu'awiyah (radiyAllahu ‘anhn) wrote to him: ‘Come to me, O 
Mughirah, so I can inform you.” But, he was a few days late to 
artive; so when he arrived, Mu‘awiyah asked him: ‘What delayed 
your’ Al-Mughirah said: ‘A matter that I had started and hated © 
to come before finishing it.’ He asked: ‘What is that?’ He said: ‘I 
took the pledge of allegiance for Yazid from the people of Kufa.’ 
He said: ‘Did your’ He said: ‘Yes.’ He said: “Go back to your work 
and finish what you started.’ When he left, his companions asked 
him: ‘What did you do?’ He said: ‘By Allah! I have put Mu‘awiyah’s 
leg in my trap, and it will remain therein until the Day of 
Judgement.’ 


Al-Hasan said: ‘For that action, these people starting taking 
the pledge of allegiance for their sons, and the Caliphate became 
an inheritance. Otherwise, it would have been [determined by] 
consultation, not attained except by whom people agree on 
their merit and worthiness of leadership until the Day of 
Judgement.’ | 


He used to say: “It was narrated that the Prophet (:82) said: “A 
time will come upon people when living is only earned through 
disobedience (to Allah). In that, marriage will become undesirable 
~ and bachelorhood will become permissible.” 


“ See: Al-Albani, Sz/silat al-DaTfah, #3270. 
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He also used to say: ‘Among those who passed away before you 
ate some, who if one of them donated as much fortune as the 
pebbles on earth, he would fear that it may not be accepted or that 
he may not be saved, due to the gravity of the matter in his heart.’ 


He was asked about “Ali Ibn Abi Talib (rad iyAllaby ‘anhu), so he 
said: ‘He was, by Allah, an arrow of truth thrown by Allah Al- 
mighty, he was the pious of this nation, at the peak of its merit and 
honour. He was a close cousin of the Messenger (#8), the father 
of Al-Hasan and Al-Husayn (radiyAllahu ‘anhuma); the husband 
of Fatimah Al-Zahra’ (radiyAllahu ‘anha). He was not someone 
stealing the money of Allah, being a miser in the affairs of Allah 
ot weaty in the obedience of Allah. He gave the Qur’an all his 
effort, and he knew his rights and eee therein. May 
Allah be pleased with him.’ 


* In reference to the worldly fortunes 
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Disparaging the Worldly Lite (dham 
al-dunya) and Discouraging from 


Clinging to it 


HISHAM IBN HASAN NARRATED that he heard Al-Hasan 
say: ‘By Allah! Anyone granted abundantly in one of his worldly 
affairs and doesn't fear that this is to lure to seduce him; it takes 
away from his deeds, religiousness and intellect. On the other — 
hand, anyone for whom Allah restricted worldly provision who 
does not believe that this is good for him, it takes away from his 
deeds and shows his poor Judgement.’ 


He used to say: “Any Muslim who is given his provision day by 
day and does not realise this is good for him has poor Judgement.’ 


He used to say: ‘Allah the Exalted, grants the servant of the 


wotldly pleasures to allure him, and withholds from him out of 
consideration for him.’ 
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He also used to say: ‘I observed people who gave less regard for 
the worldly life than the dust on which you walk.’ | 


He used to say: “May Allah have mercy on people who regarded 
the worldly life as a trust until they returned it to its owner and left 
with light loads. I have observed people who have been offered 
the worldly pleasures when they were in need, but aa rejected it 


out of fear of the mal of Judgement.’ 


He used to ay. ‘By Allah! The worldly life does not deserve or 
merit someone to waste his honour and religiousness for its sake.’ 


He also used to say: ‘By Allah! I never marvelled at something 
as I marvel at someone who does not regard loving the worldly 
life a major sin. By Allah! Loving it tops the major sins, for did 
the major sins diversify except for it? Were the idols worshipped 
ot was the Most Merciful Lord disobeyed except for the love of 
the worldly life? The wise does not pity its lowliness, nor struggle 
to attain it and does not fret over losing it.’ 


He used to say: “People are gathered naked on the Day of Judge- 


ment, except people who were not influenced in the worldly life.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O people! By Allah! No one holds this 
dirham* dear except is humiliated by Allah on the Day of Judge- 
ment. It was said that when the dinar and dirham were first made, 
Iblis glorified them, placed them on his head and said: “Whoever 
loved you is truly my slave; I will control him as I wish.’ 


He said: ‘If people love the worldly life, then it isn’t surprising if 
they worshipped an idol or taken a deity other than Allah as their 


*® Tn reference to the worldly fortunes 
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lord. Their love for the world leads them to such destruction.’ 


He used to say: ‘We saw those who were given the worldly life 
by their striving for the Hereafter, but we never saw one who was 
given the Hereafter by his striving for the worldly life.’ 


He also used to say: ‘For the believer, the worldly life is never 
free from disturbances.’ 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated that ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam) said: 
‘(The worldly) life is the farmland of Iblis (shaytan), and people ~ 
ate his ploughmen.” | 


He used to say: ‘Whoever knows his Lord loves Him and prefers 
what He has [stored in the Hereafter], and whoever knows. the 
worldly life and its deception is tempted away from it.” 


He was asked: ‘O Abia Said! Can we see Allah, the Exalted, in 
the worldly life?’ He said: “No.” He was asked: “Then can we see 
Him in the Hereafter?’ He said: “Yes.” He was asked: ‘What is the 
difference?’ He said: “The worldly life is transient, and so is eve- 
rything therein, and the Hereafter is everlasting, so is everything 
therein. It is impossible for the Everlasting to be seen with the 
transient, and for the Infinitely Pre-existent to be seen by the — 
created. However, when the Day of Judgement comes, Allah, the 
Exalted, will create everlasting sights for his servants, with which 
they can see their Lord, as a favour and an honour to them.’ — 


He used to say: ‘It was conveyed that “Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
(radiyAllahu ‘anhu) entered upon the Prophet (#8) while he was 


lying on a bed made from (course) woven reeds that left marks 


‘6 cit, Al-Jahiz, AlBayan wa'l Tablyi-in, 3/108. 
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on the Prophet’s (8) side. His eyes teared up, so the Prophet 
(#2) asked him, ‘What is the matter with you, O Ibn Al-Khattab?” 
He said: ‘I remembered Khosraw and Caesat. Their power and 
pleasures they enjoy. Then I saw you, Allah’s Messenger, close 
companion, chosen one and beloved, sleeping on a mat made from 
woven reeds!’ He (i) said: “Are you not content, O ‘Umar, that 
they have this world while we have the Hereafter?’ He said: ‘I am 
content, O Messenger of Allah.” He (#8) said: “Then be aware, 
O Umar, that it is so.” He (8) continued, ‘I am in this world like 
a traveller who rode on a scorching hot day and came upon a ttee 
with a deepening shade, so he took a nap under it then he went 
on his way leaving it behind.’ 


Al-Hasan said: “The Messenger of Allah (88) used to ride on 
donkeys, wear wool, lick his fingers (after eating) and eat sitting 
on the floor. He (388) used to say: “I am but a slave [of sade and 
Teat like a slave does. pe 


He used to say: ‘The dessert the Companions of the Messenger — 
(2) would deem enjoyable was the wheat bread, so why do you, 
O servants of Allah, seek the luxurious of rides, the soft clothing | 
and the colourful foods?’ Then he used to add: “Woe to you! Are 

you not ashamed of how long you are permitted to live? Do you 
not wish to be like your righteous predecessors?’ 


He used to day: “Whoever competes with you in religiousness, 
compete with him, and whoever competes with you in the worldly 
life, [leave it with him and] throw it in his face.’ 


He also used to say: ‘I observed people and groups who were 
never delighted with a worldly matter they attained, or saddened 


* Imam Ahmad, Kitab AL-Zuhd, (p.11); on the authority of “Ata Ibn Abi Rabah. 
The chain is sound, see: Al-Albani, St/stlat_ALSahihah, #544. 
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for a worldly matter they lost. They had less regard for it than the 
dust on which you step. One would live his life without renewing 
his clothes, putting a pot over the fire or having a cover between 
him and the floor. They feared a Day when eyes will stare [in hor- 
ror] and the hearts will be blinded.’ | | 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Do not let your heart (gasp) 
cling to anything of the worldly life; such is a wicked clinging, 
Severe your ties with it and shut its doors before you. Restrict 
yourself thereof, O deluded one, with what allows you to reach 
your destination. Beware thinking that you will boast on the Day 
of Judgement of your fortune and children. How impossible it is 
for any of that to be of use to you on that Day. That is the Day 
when the worldly life vanishes entirely, and only the deeds remain 
on the necks of its doers.’ 


He used to say: ‘O people! Take life’s serenity fie. be content — 
with it] and avoid its disturbance [i.e. getting occupied with it]. 
Neither its serenity (safva) will become a disturbance for you, nor 
does its disturbance become serenity. Leave what is doubtful for 
that which causes no doubt, so that you may safeguard this life and 
the Hereafter. I have seen people who were more disinterested in 
what Allah permitted them of the worldly pleasures than you are 
in what Allah forbade you.’ 


He also used to say: ‘No man is given anything of the worldly 
life except he is told, “Take it along with an ean amount of 
vigilance (/ers).” 


He used to say: ‘Whoever praises the worldly life disparages the 


Hereafter. No one hates meeting Allah except someone who is 
persistenttimdisobeying Him.’ 
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He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Allah Almighty did not give 
you the worldly life except as a trial, and since He Created it, 
He did not keep it away from his a servants except as a 
trial.’ 


Al-Hasan Ibn Ja‘far said: ‘I heard Malik Ibn Dinar say: “The 
dirham and the dinar are worth less than date seeds.’ When I told 
Al-Hasan about this, he said: ‘May Allah have mercy on Malik. 
They are, in my sight, worth less than pebble. The date seeds are 
consumed by animals and made use of by people, while the dirham 
kills whoever earns it unlawfully and throws him in the Fire of 
Hell, and wretched is the destination.’ a 


He used to say: “One of the things that make a person of resolve 
(bimma) disinterested in the worldly life and compel him to ignore 
it, while obliging him to be insistent upon it, is knowing that pro- 
_ visions therein were not divided in accordance to [elements of] | 
tisk (gudr niga an 


He also used to say: ‘I accompanied some people who used to 
eat and sleep on the floor. One of them was Safwan Ibn Muhriz. 
_ He accustomed himself to eat aloaf of bread. He used to say: ‘If 
I came to my family and had a loaf of bread, then may those seek 

and desire the worldly life suffer with it.’ Another used to say: ‘Tf I 
hada loaf of bread and drank a jug of water, then I want potming 
else from your worldly life.’ | 


Al-Hasan used to say: ised a worldly life, for it is most 
honourable when degraded.’ 


It was narrated: ‘If the worldly life (dunya) is in the heart (galb), 
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the Hereafter (akhirah) departs, because it is venerated and proud 
Caziza Rarima).’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You have an immediate life 
and a Hereafter, so do not give precedence to your immediate life 
over your Hereafter or you will regret it. Know that if you sell 
your worldly life for your Hereafter, you will win them both, and 
if you sell your Hereafter for your worldly life, you will lose them 


both.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! What you ate deprived of the 
worldly life does not harm you as long as the good of the Here- 
after is saved for you, and what you are granted of the worldly life 
does not benefit you if you are deprived of the good of the 
Hereafter.’ | 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Life is a mount. If you 
ride it, it will carry you, and if you carried it, it will overburden 
you.’ | 


He used to say: ‘O Son of Adam! You ate mortgaged with your 
deeds, reachable by your death, and presented before your Lord. 
Therefore, take what is in your hands as stock to what lies ahead 
of you, for when death comes the certainty arrives: 


o CS’ Ae 


ae hen a an sae 7 tt aa 
lal Sl YQD Yi SU aap 


Oat 


we 


“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth 


or children. But only one who comes to Allah with a 


sound heart.’ 


8 A) Shu ‘ard’ (26): 88-89 
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He also used to say: ‘May Allah reward Bakr Ibn “Abdullah for 
what he said: “The worldly life: what passed thereof is a dream, 
and what remained are wishes and sins.” _ 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘If you desire from the worldly life what 
only suffices you, the least thereof will suffice you, but if what 
you have thereof does not suffice you, nothing will.’ 


He used to say: ‘Death (maw?) has exposed the worldly life, for 


it did not leave joy for anyone in it.’ 


He also used to say: ‘If life is filled with pleasures (ladha?), it is 
also filled with distress (Ga?) and consequences.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Beware of being a person 
of the worldly life, who becomes content or angry on its account, 
_ who fights for its sake and who strives and tires in it. Reject it to | 
Hellfire if you are a seeker of Paradise. Otherwise, give up on 
wishful thinking you fool, for a wise man said: _ } 


If a man’s biggest concern is his worldly life 
_ He’s clinging on to a rope of delusion 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Dwelling here is short [and 
temporal], and torment (‘adhab) there is long [and permanent]. 
It was narrated from an ascetic that, “The worldly life gives birth 
to death, undoes what is agreed and returns what is given. All its 
dwellers run towards what they do not know and are unsatisfied 
with it, which is all evident that it is not a place of permanent set- 
tlement (dar al-garar).” | 


He used to say: “O son of Adam! Beware of procrastination 
(Zaswif) for it is destructive. Some of you take the provision of Allah 
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and spend it on building, excessiveness, extravagance, boasting and 
adorning the worldly life. Some of you may waste their religious- _ 
ness in pursuit of their desires, while not donating a single dirham 
for the cause of Allah and in evasion of His right. You will come 
to know, O foolish one!!’ 


He used to say: “The believer is astute (Aayzs); when he looks, he 
sees, and when he thinks, he takes warning. He then takes to his 
worldly life, demolishes it and establishes his Hereafter; he does 
not demolish his Hereafter to establish his worldly life. He remains 
upon this manner until he meets his Lord, Who is pleased with him 
and who pleases Him. On the other hand, the hypocrite competes 
overt his worldly life while being blinded from his Hereafter. He 
took the worldly life as his deity, so woe to him! Was he created 
for it? Was he commanded to strive for it? The deluded will come 
to realisation on the Day when: 


CoG me Ge Ae oS ok 7 SR eae Aeros 
OB y sells Sag eeton pall Gas 
“The criminals will be known by their marks, and they 

will be seized by the forelocks and the feet” 


‘O son of Adam! You cannot do without your share of the 
wotldly life, while you are in more need of your share of the 
Hereafter. Therefore, strive for it as it will take you to your share 
of the worldly life and organise it for you, so that it goes with you 
where you go.’ | 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! The worldly life was described 
for you, the matters of the Hereafter were hidden from you, your 
time has drawn closer to you, you were commanded to work and 
the right of Allah is more binding for you. Therefore, work for 


 AlRabman (55): 41 
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when your time comes, as your Lord will not be pleased with you 
unless you do what he obliged you.’ 


~ He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! If you see people in righteous- 
ness, compete with them, and if you see them ruining themselves 
in pursuit of the worldly life (¢alab al-dunya), leave them with what 
they chose for themselves. I have seen many people preferring 
their immediate life to the next one, and their worldly life to their 
Hereafter, so they were exposed, humiliated, destroyed and pun- 
ished by the death of their hearts (wawt al-qulub),’ 


He also used to say: ‘The punishment for the scholar (‘“aguba al- 
ulama’ is the death of his heart due to seeking worldly pee 
through the deed of the Hereafter.’ 7 


He also used to say: ‘O deluded ones (waghrurin)\ Life is but a 
carcass whose lovers are consuming, it is killing some of them, 
while others remain unaware. Whoever depended on it, humiliates 
himself and falls short, and whoever abstained from it is honoured 


and capable.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan pases by a man hymning: 


There i is no ugliness in me. 
Yet a wicked fool may be seduced by me 


~ He remarked: ‘Allah is great! By Allah, if the worldly life could 
sing poetry (sh7'r), this would be it.’ 


Among Al-Hasan’s poetry in describing the worldly life: 


Like sleeping dream or a moving shadow 
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The wise is not fooled by the likes of it. 


He used to say: ‘... The believer has worked for a few days, and by © 
Allah, he does not regret what he caught of the worldly pleasures 
and luxury, while despising it, belittling it and taking provision 
from it to the Hereafter. He did not hold the worldly life in his 
heart; he did not desire its pleasure, rejoice over its luxury or fret 
over its distress. While seeking the rewards from Allah the Exalted, 
he went along fearful and hopeful [of Allah], without seeking the 
rewards of the worldly life or inclining towards its pleasures. Thus, 
congratulations are for him! Because of that, Allah has alleviated 
his fears and eased his account and secured him from punishment.” 


He also used to say: ‘O people! Allah is not (to be) deceived with 
regards to His Paradise. He does not grant it to any of His servants 
on account of wishful thinking.” 


He used to say: “O people! Adhere to abstinence (zwhd) in the 
worldly life, for it was narrated that ‘Isa (‘a/ayhis-salam) used to say: 
‘My food is hunger, my sign is fear (kaw), my clothing is wool, my 
source of warmth in winter is the sun, my lantern is the moon, 
my tide is my feet and my dessert is what grows from the earth. 
Allah knows that I go to sleep having nothing, and wake up hav- 
ing nothing, and I think that there is none on earth richer than 


29 


me. 
Al-Hasan used to say: ‘It was narrated that the Messenger 
(#2) said one day: “By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of 


Muhammad, the family of Muhammad did not wake up having 
any food today,’ and there were nine households.”””” 


°° Musnad of Imam Ahmad, 3/238. 
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Al-Hasan would add: ‘By Allah, he did not say that to express 
impatience in waiting for the provision of his Lord, nor to ask for 
what he is not given, but to set an example for his nation, and to 
_ show them that he does not hold any regard for the world.’ 


He used to say: “The keys to the worldly life and the treasures 
of the earth were presented to the Messenger (#8), without Allah 
decreasing anything from his rewards, but he refused to accept 
them and disapproved to contradict his Lord, to love what He 
hated or to raise what He put down. It was narrated that he 
(48) used to say: “Whoever lives ae his (worldly) life, will 


find its ordeals easy to endure.” Ge 


Aliasaa used to say: ‘It is narrated that the worldly life will be 
brought on the Day of Judgement, with every adornment it had 
- from the time Allah Almighty Created it, being torn apart, and it 
will plead, ‘O my Lord! Give me away to one of Your allies.’ Allah 
the Most High, will say: “Be silent! Never did I create anything 
more loathsome to Me than you, and those who preferred and 
chose you over what I have [of Paradise].” 


Al-Hasan used to say: “The believer is a captive in the life of this 
world, he strives to free himself, and he does not feel safe until 
he meets his Lord.’ 


A man asked him once: ‘O Abi Sa‘id! What clothing do you like 
most?’ He said: ‘One which is most thick and rough.” The man 
said: ‘Was it not narrated that, “Allah is Beautiful (amil), He loves 


*! Similar wording found in Ibn Al-Jawzi’s, A-Mawda‘at, 3/180; he said the 


narration cannot be traced to the Prophet (4%), but rather is the statement of 
“Abdullah Ibn Al-Walid. | 
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beauty (jamal)”?>” He said: ‘O my nephew!? You misunderstand. 
If beauty in the sight of Allah was in clothing, the wicked (fyyar) 
would have a higher rank than the pious (abrar). Beauty means 
drawing nearer to Allah by performing righteous deeds (saa), 
avoiding sins (#ujanaba al-ma'asi) and maintaining good and beauti- 
ful manners (wakarim al-akhlaq). This is what is authentically nar- 
rated from the Messenger (8) that he said: “I was sent to perfect 
good manners.” 


It was also narrated that ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam) told his disciples, 
‘Hunger your bellies, untidy your hair and wear the robes of grief, 
that you may see your Lord with the eyes of your hearts.” 


He used to say: ‘Al-Hasan Ibn “Ali (radtyAllahu ‘anhumda) was 
asked: “Which people have the highest merit? He said: “Those 
who do not care about. the worldly life and in whose hand it 
is.’ | 
He was asked: ‘Who suffers the greatest loss?’ He said: “The one 
who sold the everlasting to gain the temporal.’ 


It was narrated that a man asked the Messenger of Allah — 
(#2): ‘O Messenger of Allah, guide me to such an action which, 
if I do, Allah will love me and the people will also love me.’ He 
(#8) said: “Have no desire for this world, Allah will love you; and 


2 Muslim, 1/91 on the authority of “Abdullah Ibn Mas‘td (radéyAllahu ‘anhu) 


3 It is commonly used in a figurative sense when a man is talking to someone 


younger, like ‘my son’ and ‘wy child’ 


* Al-Muwatta, #8 and Musnad of Imam Ahmad, 2/381 on the aoa of 
Abt Hurayrah (rads iyAllabu ‘anDu). 
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have no desire for what peeple possess, and the people will love 


99955 
you. 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘When the person wakes up in the morning, 
four things become compulsory for him: “Loving Allah (bubbullah), 
loving the religion of Allah (4ubb al-dinillah), \oving the Hereafter 
(bubb al-akhira) and hating the worldly life (bughd al-dunya),’ 


A man asked him: ‘O Abia Sa‘id! What do you say about the 
worldly life?’ He said: “What can I say about a life whose lawful 
entails reckoning, and who’s unlawful entails punishment?’ The 
man said: ‘By Allah, I never heard anything more concise than this.’ 
Al-Hasan replied: ‘No. The words of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdw’l-‘Aziz are 
more concise and eloquent than mine. The governor of Homs 
wrote to him saying that the city walls have collapsed and need 
tepairing, so he wrote back to him saying, ‘Fortify your city with 
justice and purge it of en and it will be safe and peaceful 
from dangers.” 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated that Allah Almighty, inspired to 
— the worldly life, “Whoever serves Me, then serve him, and whoever 
serves you, then take him as your servant.””°° 


°° Ibn Majah, #4102 and others; on the authority of Sahl Ibn Sa‘d (radiyAllahu 
— Gnbu), with a weak chain of transmission. However, Abu. Nu‘aym records a 
similar narration in his Hilyah al-Awlya’, 7/41 and is graded as hasan by Al- 
~ Nawawi, Al-‘Traqi and others. See Neves Sabibh Al-JamiS, #922. 


*6 See: Al-Hakim, Ma‘arifat Ulam al-Hadith, #207. 
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Section One: 


His Quotes regarding the Brevity of the Worldly Life 


Al-Hasan—may Allah have mercy on him—used to say: ‘O 
son of Adam! Step on the earth with your feet, for soon it will 
be your grave, and give up negligence (ghajla), for you have never 
ceased demolishing your life span since you came out of your 
mother’s womb.’ | 


‘O son of Adam! Do not overburden your day with the worries 
of tomorrow. Let each day have its worries. If you are destined to 
live for tomorrow, its provision will come to you.’ 


He used to say: ‘May Allah have mercy on a man who lives a 
simple life, so that he eats what gives him strength, wears ragged 
clothing and stuck his cheek to the ground, diligent in worship 
of his Lord, until his departure time comes while he is in that 
- mannet.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Anyone who thinks death is tat away i is . 
prone to do ee ‘ 


It is said that a slave merchant passed by him and offered him 
a slave girl for a lot of money, so he said: ‘Sell her for one dérham, 
for Allah sold the Maids of Paradise (bur al-‘ayn) to His believing 
servants fot a penny or a morsel.’ 


He used to say: ‘We entered upon Safwan Ibn Muhriz, while he 
lived in a house made of (bamboo-like) canes that had started to 
tilt. We said to him, ‘May Allah bless you. Should you not repair 
this house?’ He said: ‘How many have died while this house is still 
standing like this!” 
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He used to say: ‘I saw a man who was hit by poverty and handed 
a dirham, so he said: ‘I have no need for it. The market is closed, 
and I fear dying before spending it, leaving it as inheritance and 
being held to account for it. If I were to live until tomorrow, © 
my provision is the responsibility of Allah alone, no partner has 
He.” | 


He also used to say: ‘Allah grants His servant to lure him, and 
deprives him in consideration for him. Whoever falls for the al- 
lurement of Allah risks His Punishment.’ 


He used to say: “You ate but the count of your breaths and mo- 
ments. Whenever time passes by you, a part of you is gone. May 
Allah have metcy on the one who said: 


We rejoice at the passing of days 
While each passing day shortens one’s life 
_ So work diligently before the time comes 
For profit and loss are (weighed) when that time comes 


He also used to say: “O son of Adam! You have time and you 
have hope.*’ If you reach your hope, it will bring you closer to 
your time, and if you reach your time, it will take you away from 

your hope.’ | 


He used to say: ‘Three people gathered to discuss the brevity 
of life. One of them said: ‘No month passes me by except I think 
I will die in it.” The second said: ‘No day passes me by except I 
think I will die in it.’ The third said: ‘I marvel greatly at every per- 
son of hope (who seeks a long life), one whose life is out of his 
control and whose provision comes from someone else.’ He then 
recited: | 


5’ Hope in this context means the age that you hope you would live to reach. 
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He has not given death its due regard 
He who is sure he would live until a certain time 


He also used to say: ‘It was narrated that when Allah Almighty, 
created Adam (‘G/ayhis-salam), He made his time before him, and 
his hope [of a long life] behind him. When he committed the sin, 
he was turned around, so his hope became before him and his 
time behind him. That is why his offspring have hopes [of long 


lives] and are unaware of the nearness of death.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! If you shortened your expecta- 
tions of life, you will anger your delusions of long life, and if you 
realised how little remains of your life, you will be disinterested 
in most of what you desire of your life.” 


It is said that Al-Hasan prayed _/anazah prayers and then walked 
to the graveyard and said: ‘How great an admonition presented 
to the servants of Allah this is! If only it found living hearts, but 
the hearts are dead.’ 


‘O people! Death has exposed the worldly life, leaving no joy 
for those who are still residing in it. May Allah have metcy on 
those who take sufficient provision from it, and leave the excess 
[in preparation] for the Day of his need and poverty, as if death 
has atrived and the deeds have stopped. May Allah have mercy 
on the wise man that shortens his expectation of life and watches 
vigilantly over his time.’ 


He used to say when a funeral passed by him: ‘Go fin the morn- 
ing], for we are going to follow [in the afternoon],’ or “Go [in the 


afternoon], for we are going to follow [in the morning].’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan saw Malik Ibn Dinar wearing a woollen 
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robe, so he asked him: “Do you like the hide, may Allah bless your’ 
He said: ‘Yes.’ He then stated: “Have less regard for it, as it used to 
be on a sheep before you, and was taken away from it.’ 


He said: ‘Khalid Ibn Yazid Ibn Mu‘awiyah was asked: ‘What is 
the thing closest?’ He said: ‘Death.’ He was asked: ‘Then what is 
the thing farthest?’ He said: ‘Hope for a long life.” He was asked: 
“Then what is the most affable thing?’ He said: ‘A suitable friend.’ 
He was asked: ‘What is the loneliest thing?’ He said: ‘The dead.” 


He used to say: ‘It was narrated that a man told Umm al-Darda’ 
(radiyAllahu ‘anha): ‘1 find in my heart an illness to which I find 
no remedy: I find intense hardness and hopes of living long.’ She 
said: ‘Go to the graveyards, attend funerals and look at the dead; 
you shall hopefully be remedied.” 


He used to say: ‘It was found inscribed on a stone, ‘O son of 
Adam! If you realised how little remains of your life, you would 
give up your hopes of long life, would wish to increase your good 
deeds, and reduce your stinginess and trickery. Tomorrow, you 
will meet your regret, when your feet slip up, when your family 
and entourage give you up, when your close ones renounce you, 
when your loved ones leave you, and when you are called upon 
but cannot answer.’ | 


He also used to say: ‘Indeed, a person has no one between him 


and Adam except dead fathers dappled in dead people.’ 


He used to say: ‘Scholars to the ignorant ones are like doctors 
to the sick.’ 


| Al-Hasan once heard Al-Haijaj giving a sermon on the pulpit 
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of Basrah saying: ‘O people! Allah the Most Exalted, determined 
transience (fana’) for the worldly life, and eternity (bagda’) for the 
Hereafter, so do not let observing this worldly life seduce you 
away from the unseen of the Hereafter. Overcome your hope of 
long life (¢4/ a-aml) with the realisation of the brevity of life.’ He 
said: ‘I marvel at Al-Hajjaj! How could he know what he knew 


and then deviate away from the truth?’ 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


Prayers of Forgiveness (sstighfar), 
Supplications (dy‘a’) and Discouraging 
from Artificiality (¢asannu) and 
Ostentation (7ya’) 


O MY LORD! Who is worthier of slipping and failure than I 
am? And who is more adequate of pardoning and forgiving than 
You ate? You have created me weak, holding not for myself the 
power to benefit or harm! 


O my Lord! Your knowledge of me precedes, Your Judgement 
of me is encompassing and Your command in me is reaching. I 
obeyed You with Your permission and help, praise is due to You, 
and I disobeyed You with Your knowledge, and the argument is 
Yours. Therefore, by the necessity of Your argument and the lack 
of mine, instil fear of you in my heart, so that I do not have hope 
ot fear in anyone else besides You. 


O Allah, O Most Merciful of the merciful! Send your blessings 
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on Muhammad, the final Messenger, and forgive me and all the 
believers. Sufficient for me is Allah, and He is the best Disposer 
of affairs. | 


It was narrated that when Al-Hasan decided to travel, he would 
say: ‘O You, who whenever is entrusted with something, pre- 
serves and returns it, I entrust You to those from whom I will 
be far—those who ate present of my family and children, and 
everything that I own—so protect them, O You whose trust is 
never lost.’ | 


_ When trouble or distress befell him, he used to say: ‘O You, who 

prevented the hand of Ibrahim from slaughtering his son (Isma‘ll), 
while they were conversing and the son saying: “Be gentle O father,’ 
and Ibrahim replying: “Endure Allah’s Command O son.’ O You 
who sent the caravan for Yusuf in the desert at the bottom of the 
well, and who made him a king after slavery! O You who heard the 
~ man of the fish (Yunus) in three levels of darkness! O You who 
returned the sight of Ya‘qab and turned his grief to joy! O You 
who took pity on the tears of Dawud and removed the adverse 
calamity of Ayyab! O You who responds to the desperate one 
when he calls upon You, who helps the one who calls for Your 
Help! O You besides whom there is no Lord to be worshipped! 
O knower of private conversations, and remover of distress! ask 
You to bestow Your blessing on Your chosen Prophet and select 
servant, Muhammad, his Family and Companions, to shield me 
from what worties me and to remove my distress. O Best of those 
who is asked: O Best of those who is implored, O Most Merciful 
of those who is asked for mercy! Do good to me as much as befits 
You. O the ever most merciful. Sufficient for me is Allah, and He 
is the best Disposer of affairs.’ 
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_ He used to say as he entered the graveyard: ‘O Lord of these 
decaying bodies and eroding bones whom left this world believing 
in You and hopeful of Your mercy, send them an inspiration from 
You and a greeting from me.’ 


Then he would add: ‘It is narrated that when one says that, every 
dead person since Allah created Adam until the Day of Judgement 
ask Allah for forgiveness on his behalf.”* 


It is said that Al-Hajjaj called for him once and this frightened Al- 
Hasan, so he said: ‘O Hearer of my prayer, O Helper in my ordeal, 
O Remover of my distress and calamity, O my Mercy-giving and 
Benefactor, O my Lord and the Lord of Ibrahim, Isma‘_l, Ishaq, 
Ya‘qub, their Descendants, Musa and ‘Isa and Muhammad (#8), and 
the Lord of all mankind! By the right of (Q)v2z~4<=) “Kaf, Ha, 
Ya, ‘Ayn, Sad’, (C3 ab) “Ta,H@’,® and (CPsSHsSIEO Sa ) “Yasin. 
By the wise Qur’an’”,®' bestow Your blessing on Muhammad 
and his pure Family, and protect me from his evil and the evil of 
every evil being. Shield me from Al-Hajjaj, his party, his followers. 
and his soldiers. With Your power, keep his attempts away from 
me, refuge me from his harm and evil, and do not give him 
power over me, O Lord of the universe. May Allah bestow His 
blessings and peace upon our master, Muhammad, the final 
Prophet.’ 


8 Words recorded here are not from the known invocations to be said when | 
visiting the graveyard, and no example of such statement or meaning can be 
found in the Shariah that is to be encouraged. 

9 Maryam (19):1 

° Ta,Ha (20):1 

°! Yasin (36):1-2 
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When he got sick, he used to say: “O Allah! Do not make me 
of those who are regretful when they get sick, allured when they 
are healed, and distressed when they become poor. Suffice me as 
You do to someone who asked You for Sufficiency, protect me 
as You do to someone who asked You for protection, and guide 
me to Your love and satisfaction, O Merciful to whoever requests 
His metcy, and the One who accepts from whoever prays to Him.’ 


It is said that a man of the Khawéarij used to lurk around Al- 
Hasan’s counsel and harass his people, so Al-Hasan was asked: 
‘Why do you not complain about him to the ruler?’ He said: ‘I hope 
that the Lord of the ruler will suffice us.’ When the man came, 
Al-Hasan turned towards the giblah and said: ‘O Allah! Protect 
us from him however You wish,’ so the man fell off his ride and 
was catried dead to his family. When Al-Hasan heard this, he said: 
— ‘Praise is due to Allah who suffices those who ask Him for suf- 
ficiency and accepts the prayers of those who pray to Him. Woe 
to him for what deceived him about his Lord.’ 


When he finished his soumsel he used to say: “O Allah! Join me 
with the righteous who have passed away, make me of the righteous 
who still remain, and protect me from the evil of myself and the 
evil of every evil being.’ 


When news of Al-Hajjaj’s death reached Al-Hasan, he said: ‘O 
Allah! He is an ‘agir’’ for You, and You killed him. O Allah! Get 
_ tid of his entourage as well.’ 


When he finished reciting the Qur’an, he used to say: “Truthful 
is Allah, besides whom there is no deity, the Ever-Living who 


 ‘Agir is a word that reels to someone who was causing a commotion and 


mischief for a while before suddenly dying. 
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does not die; the honourable Messengers have conveyed [what 
was revealed to them], and we ate witnesses for what our Lord and 
Master said. Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the universe. May 
Allah bestow His blessing upon Muhammad, the final Prophet, 
and his purified Family, his chosen Comparer and his wives, the 
mothers of believers. 


O Allah! You have taught us the Qur’an before we wished to 
learn it, made it exclusive for us before we realised its merit, and 
bestowed it upon us before we learned its benefits. O Allah! If 
that was a favour, a generosity, a kindness towards us and a mercy 
that encompassed us without any power or capability on our part, 
then grant us, O Allah, the strength to observe its rights, recite it 
properly, memorise its verses and apply its precise pos and 
to clarify its unspecific ones. 


O Allah! Guide us through it, and enlighten our hearts with its . 
insight. O Allah! You have sent it down as healing to Your allies, 
misery to Your enemies and blindness to those disobedient to You. 


O Allah! Make it a guide for us in our worship, a fortified strong- 
hold from Your punishment, and a light that guides us when we 
meet You, lights for us amidst Your creation, helps us traverse 
Your Siraf? and leads us to Your Paradise. 


O Allah! We seek refuge in You from blindness to its knowledge, 
deviation from its message and falling short in fulfilling its rights. 


O Allah! Alleviate for us its burden, facilitate its memorisation, 
and make us of those who fulfil its right, perform its obligations, 
believe in its general provisions, follow its way, permit what it made 


® The bridge in the Hereafter that mankind will traverse. 
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lawful and forbid what it made unlawful. 


_ O Allah! Let the little sleep suffice for us, and wake us up at 
the best time, when the mercy is sent down and the prayer is 
accepted. 


O Allah! Benefit us with the signs that You have diversified 
therein, and remind us of the examples You have set therein, and 
give us with it the glad tidings at our death. 


O Allah! Benefit us with the mighty Qur’4n, the verses and the 
precise and wise message. 


O Allah! We seek refuge from hardened hearts, and we ask your 
forgiveness for our crimes and sins. 


O Allah! You have blessed the Qur’an, so grant us with it each 
blessing, and save us with it from each calamity. 


O Allah! Make it an accepted intercessor for us and a light, a 
healing, a guidance and an admonition. 


O Allah! Grant through it, tranquillity and composure for our 
hearts, facilitate with it for us the frequent asking for forgiveness, _ 
and give our hearts astuteness in understanding it, pleasure in 
frequenting it and tears in reciting it, so that we do not seek a 
substitute, exchange it for a price, or prefer to it a worldly matter. 
You ate the Hearer of supplication, near and responsive. 


‘O Allah! Make the Qur’an a spring for our hearts, a healing to 


our chests, a light for our sights, a remover of our grief, an al- 
leviator of our wofries and distress, and our leader and guide to 
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O Allah! Do not leave a sin of mine without forgiving it, a 
concern of mine without alleviating it, a debt of mine without 
repaying it, an absent [close one] of mine without returning him, 
a dead [close one] of mine without bestowing mercy upon him, a 
sick [close one] of mine without healing him, nor any matter of 
the worldly life or the Hereafter, which pleases You and benefits 
us, and accomplishing it with Your facilitation and protection, O 
Ever-Merciful of the Merciful, O Helper of the help-seeker, O 
Responder to the supplication of the desperate. | 


Bestow, O Allah, Your blessings on Muhammad, the final 
DEOPNEG and his purified Family. 


Section One: | 
Belittling Pretentiousness and Ostentation 


He—may Allah be merciful to him—used to say: “O son of 
Adam! Do not do any righteous deed only to be seen by people, 
and do not leave any righteous deed out of shyness.’ 


It is said that he gave a sermon one day; a man took a deep 
sigh. He asked the man: ‘O my nephew! Why did you do that? 
If you were sincere, you have drawn attention to yourself, and if 
you were insincere, you have ruined it. People used to supplicate 
diligently without their voice being heard. One who lived before _ 
_ you would fully recite the Qur’én without his neighbour hearing 
his voice, while the other would learn to obtain understanding in 
the religion without his friend knowing about it. One of them was 
told, “I admire your lack of restlessness in your prayer and your 
humble submission therein.’ He replied: ‘O my nephew, and how 
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would you know where my heart was?’ 


He used to say: ‘Raja’ Ibn Haywah looked at a man who was 
sleepy after the dawn prayer (far), so he told him, “Be careful, may 
Allah bless you, or someone might think this is due to staying up 
to pray all night and your deeds will become worthless.’ 


It was narrated that a man asked the Messenger (2): ‘O Allah’s 
Messenger! We are confused about hypocrisy; so what is itr? He 
(8) said “The one who does good deeds only to be seen by people 
is a hypocrite.” 

It was said that Al-Hasan saw Fargad Al-Sabkhi wearing woollen 
robes, so he said: “O Farqad! You may think that your robes give 
you stature among people, but I heard that the most common 
clothing of the people of Hellfire is robes.’ 


He used to say: “he show-off one wants to overcome Allah’s 
fate for him. He is, in the sight of Allah, wicked and loathed, and 
He reveals that to His believing servants. The show-off wants 
to show people, ‘I am pious’, and how could he when Allah’s 
knowledge of his showing off is instilled in the hearts of His 


servants.’ 


Al-Hasan said: ‘I was told that a man passed by another man 
reciting the verse, | 


“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous 
deeds—the Most Merciful will appoint for them 
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affection.”™ 


So he said: ‘By Allah, I will worship Allah to a degtee that will 
make me famous in this world.’ He kept praying and he maintained 
fasting, so much so that he did not miss a day, and was not seen 
except praying or supplicating. Whenever he passed by people, 
they would say: ‘He is still showing off, what a show-off he is!’ 
He rebuked himself saying, ‘May Allah curse you! I do not hear 
you spoken off except negatively, and I do not think that this 
happened to you except due to the corruption of your religious- — 
ness, the corruption of your belief and that you were not sincere 
to Allah with your deeds.’ He then maintained his good deeds, 
without increasing anything, but he turned his intention around, 
so people’s knowledge of him turned around as well. Whenever 
he passed by people, they would say: ‘May Allah be merciful to 
him.’ Then say: “Now! Now [he has become sincere].” 


Al-Hasan used to say: “Be sincere to Allah in your deeds, for it 
was natrated that the Messenger (3) said: “Whoever perfects his 
prayer when people see him and neglects it when they do not, then 
he is belittling his Lord.” He (#2) also used to say: “Whoever shows 
off his deeds to people, Allah will expose him to His Creation on 
the Day of Judgement, humiliate him and belittle him.” 


Maryam (19):96 


6 “Abdu’l-Razzaq, A-Musannaf, #3738; Al-Marwazi, Ta'zim qadr al-Salah, #865 
and others. Narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘td (radiyAllabu 
‘anhu). The chain is weak, see: Al-Dhahabi, A+Mahdhab, 2/729; Al-Haythami, 
Majma‘ Al Zawa’id, 10/224; Al-Albani, Da‘tf Al Targhib, #18. 


— © Bukhari, 11/336 and Muslim, 4/2987 on the authority of Jundub (radtyAdahu 
‘anbn). 
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Al\-Hasan used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Do you feel no shame? - 
You speak the words of the wicked, and you assault with the as- 
sault of tyrants.” 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You wear the clothing of 
the pious, you do the deeds of the wicked, you humble yourself 
the humbling of the fleeing (from the world), and you look with 
the sight of those who seek (the world). Woe to you! These are 
not the traits of the sincere. You will stand on the Day of Judge- 
ment before the One who Knows the deception of the eyes, and 
all that the hearts conceal.’ 


It is conveyed that Al-Hasan said: ‘It is narrated that the one 
from whom Allah the Exalted, accepts a single good deed, will 
enter Paradise.’ It was asked: ‘O Abu Sa‘id! Where do the [other] 
good deeds of people go?’ He said: ‘Allah the Exalted, only ac- 
cepts the sincere (khakis) good (¢ayyzb) deed without conceit (‘%b) 
and showing off (/ya’). For whoever’s one good deed is wasted, 
he is among the losers.’ 


He used to say: ‘It is reported that Safd Ibn Jubayr saw a man 
pretending dead while in worship, so he said: ‘O my nephew! Islam 
is alive and not dead, so revive it and do not kill it; may Allah cause 
your death and not give life to you.’ — 


He used to say: “Whoever denounced himself in public has 
ptaised himself, and wretched is what he did.’ 


Al-Hasan nartated that ‘A’ishah (radiyAllahu ‘anha) saw a man 
feigning death, so she said: ‘What is the matter with him?’ They 
said: ‘He is pious.’ She said: ‘May Allah drive him away! ‘Umar 
(radtyAllahu ‘anhu) was mote pious than him, yet when he walked, 
he walked swiftly; when he beat, he caused pain, and when he fed, 
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he filled the stomachs. Therefore, give up pretending because Allah 


does not accept the deeds of a pretender.’ 


He used to say: ‘It is narrated that a pious man said: “The best 


asceticism (zuhd) is to hide asceticism (tkhfa’ al-zuhd).” 


He also used to say: “Whoever adorned himself before people 
with what he does not do before Allah [in private], this will discredit 
him in Allah’s sight.’ 


He used to say: ‘Contemplation (tafakken) for an hour is pence | 
than praying (gzyam al-layl) the whole night.’ 


He also used to say: ‘If there is virtue (fzd/ in mingling, then 
there is safety in solitude (‘%“2/a).’ 


It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) passed 
by Marwan Ibn Al-Hakam while he was building his house, so — 
he said: ‘O Abi ‘Abdu’l-Quddus! Build an austere building, have 
far-reaching hopes, restrict your hopes for (long) life and eat but 
little; the return is to Allah.’ 


He used to say: ‘Previous nations were tried with (having) long 
hopes (#/ alam)’ | 


It was narrated that Hammad Ibn Salamah conveyed that Abi 
‘Uthman Al-Nahshai used to say: ‘I have lived for a hundred and 
thirty years. There is nothing P’ve not denied, except my hope [for 
longer life], for it increases every day.’ 


Ttis said that Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah fretted strongly over his wife’s 
death, so Al-Hasan discouraged him from being anxious. He kept 
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describing her merits, so Al-Hasan said: ‘With Allah is what is bet- 
ter than her.’ He then married her sister, then he met Al-Hasan 
later and said: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! She is indeed better.’ He said: ‘May 
Allah protect you! I was referring to the Maids of Paradise (har 
al-‘ayn). Then he recited: © 


You hope to live as long as [Prophet] Nah 
Yet the Angel of death knocks every night 


He used to say: ‘A worshipper saw a friend of his in distress, so 
asked him about his case, ‘I had an orphan child for whom I was 
caring for the sake of Allah, but he died.’ His friend said: ‘So seek 
another orphan, for it is not impossible.’ He said: ‘I fear I will not 
find an orphan as ill-mannered as he was.’ His friend said: “Woe 
upon you! If I were you, I would not mention his poor manners.’ 


As if he hated to boast of his troubles with that orphan.’ 


He used to say: ‘It is narrated that Abw’l-Darda’ (radiyAllahu 
‘anhu) said: “Three make me laugh, and three make me cry: I laugh 
because of someone who is hopeful of long life when death is 
seeking him, and someone who remains unaware while he is be- 
ing awate of, and someone who laughs hatd without knowing 
whether his Lord is pleased or angry with him. I cry because of 
the seriousness of the journey [in the Hereafter], the shortcoming 
of the deeds and the standing before Allah Almighty, after which 
I do not know whether I will be taken to Paradise or to Hellfire.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘Allah Almighty has made some traits in 
His creation, without which the Prophets and the righteous would 
not benefit from anything of the worldly life. They are: hope [of 

long life], the term [of one’s death] and forgetfulness (nisyan).’ 


of 


CHAPTER SIX 


The Wise Sayings and Admonitions 
Conveyed from Him upon Reciting the | 
Qur’an 


AL-HASAN USED TO SAY: ‘It is narrated that ‘Umar Ibn Al- 
Khattab (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘O people! Recite the Qur’an, and 
hope for the rewards of Allah the Exalted, before a time when © 
people come who recite it hoping for rewards of people.” 


He used to say: ‘If the person sought the Qur’an and knowledge 
for the sake of Allah, it does not take long before it is seen in his 
humble submissiveness, asceticism, patience and humility.’ 


He also used to say: ‘May Allah have mercy on a person who 
referred himself to the Book of Allah; if they conformed, he > 
would praise Allah and ask Him for more, and if they disagreed, 


he would repent and return soon aftet.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O people! This Qur’an is a healing for the 
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believers, and a leader for the pious. Whoever takes it as his guide is 
guided, and whoever turns away from it is wretched and afflicted.’ 


He used to say: ‘Among the most wretched people are those who 
recite the Qur’an not knowing its sunnah, nor following its way, 
“Such are cursed by Allah and cursed by those who curse’”®” The 
Muslim of old used to recite the Qur’an and pray all night with 
its chapters, and when he woke up, its impact would be apparent 
on his face; while, one of you recites the Qur’an without having 
surpassed his whims. Allah Almighty said: 


oo Bee LVR GRO 
cslelerd se AAT ESS 


“This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to 
you, [O spanning) that they might reflect upon its 


verses,’”°8 


By Allah, what matters is not memorising its letters while ignoring 
its provisions. One of you says: ‘I have recited the Qur’an with- 
out missing a letter thereof,’ He is a liar, by Allah! He has missed 
it all, By Allah, by Allah, these are not reciters, scholars or the 
wise, : 


Cw y Yoel, gece i) 
“Indeed, We will cast upon you a heavy word. 


9969. 


which, Exalted is He, intends for it to be applied and a 
mented. He also said: 


°” Al Bagarah (2): 159 
® Sad (38):29 
° AL Muzammil (73):5 
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I, 5 act LO fe 


bad oP eibas asl alafs 


“So when We have recited it, then follow its recitation”” 
meaning allow what it made lawful and forbid what it made 
unlawful. The Messenger (#2) passed away when those of his 
Companions who had completely memorised the Qur’an were few, 
out of veneration for it and perseverance in memorising its inter- 
prtetation and applying its injunctions, whether specific or general.’ 


Al-Hasan used to say: “There are three types of Qur’an reciters: 
Some people took it as means to attain worldly rewards, some 
mastered its recitation but forfeited its provisions, they used it 
to derive fortune from rulers and to boast with it to people. This 
type of Qur’an bearer has increased in number—may Allah reduce 
their number and drive them away. The third type is people who 
recite the Qur’an and understood its verses, sought healing and 
cure with it and placed it on the ailing parts of their hearts. Such 
ate the people for whom the invocation of rain is answered, for 
whom blessings are sent, and with whose prayers indignation is 
_ prevented. They are the party of Allah. Trees uOnaDy, the party 
of Allah—they are the successful.’ 


It is narrated that.a delegation from Yemen came to the Prophet 
(#2), so he recited the Qur’an to them and they wept (because of 
it). Abu Bakr (radiyAWahu ‘anhu) said: “We used to be like that until 


our hearts hardened.” 


He used to say: ‘O people! Adhere to looking in the mushaf 
and recite the Qur’an from therein. It is narrated that ‘Uthman 


(radtyAllahu ‘anhu) used to say: ‘I dislike that a day should pass 


0_AlOiyamah (75):18 
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without looking at the covenant of Allah,’ referring to the mushaf. 
He was asked about this and he said: ‘It is blessed.” He used to 
recite the Qur’an from the mushaf for its blessing. 


He was always seen with the mushafin his lap, and he was one 
of the best memorisers of the Qur’an among the Prophet’s 
(2) Companions.” 


It is said that supper was presented to Al-Hasan, when he started 
eating, he heard someone reciting the verses: 


tamer y io 


TREY | 
CMe REGUL, MO LES 
“Indeed, with Us [for them] are shackles and burning 
fire and food that chokes and a painful punishment.”” 


He (ost his appetite and) called for his servant, ‘O slave girl, take 
your supper away,’ and he kept repeating the verse and weeping 
the remainder of his night. 


It is also said that he remained in that state for three days until 
his son brought some of his friends with food and he ate with 
them.” | | 


He once recited the verse: _ 


Mae sae Baga gals 
. AIL PS 4 OSS op YZ a oc BS Aas 
. QP Syl Y as ELC Zoli ld Ko} rr ail 
“And fear a Day when you will be returned to Allah. 
Then every soul will be compensated for what it earned, 


— " AtMuzammil (13):12-13 
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and they will not be treated unjustly.” 


Then he gasped: ‘Oh! What an admonition by which Allah 
exhorts to His servants, if they were to accept it!’ He also recited 
the verse: | | 

dyer Zod so Gherg 
K< ol rel d yl 
OC Lad Ste inch ak Pa _? eB Ser IBF 
A APOV Gases seig bel Jisd ys Ge, 
wtp BBG aD Br IA ye 8 Be Re Lg rir aes # % 
flare dryrals SN alGcl, oA emus les 


2 4. 
« 6 


4% : oo _ de a led 
LANG SES ob a ICEL GNS 
x were f Pa Zee a 
OM) yy hat cESi gael | 
“Would one of you like to have a garden of palm trees 
and grapevines underneath which rivers flow in which 
he has from every fruit? But he is afflicted with old 
age and has weak offspring, and it is hit by a whirlwind 
containing fire and is burned. Thus does Allah make 


cleat to you [His] verses that you might give thought.””? 


Then he said: “This is an analogy that Allah sets for His servants, 
for the benefit and insight of those whom He chose for guidance. 
Allah Almighty, said: “The example of the man when he grows 
old and weak, has many children and has need for his harvest 
but then it gets burned by fire when he needs it most, is like the 
man when he comes to the Day of Judgement, bare, thirsty and 
in need of good deeds he did, which he thought would be there 
for him; but he finds they were wasted by the consequences [of 
his actions] and written off by the sins at a time when he has the 
most need of them and the highest hope for their benefits.’ He 


" Al Bagarah (2):281 


® Al Bagarah (2):266 
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once recited the verse: 
sb lac i oe Ree A LRG 
Og a ALE SE 
“They used to sleep but little of the night.”” 


and said: “hey continued praying until the approach of dawn, 
and then they would sit and ask Allah for forgiveness.’ He was 
asked about: | 


Poll 
08 Pad 


Slaes63) 


“the hours of the night””> 
so he said: “They are from its beginning period until dawn.’ 


He recited one day: 


” 
of Pay ye a s ae 


Ae 2068s, 
Be byte OMyeMaliey 
oor a SARRSL SL + Sor 
CPL Cy cM be ys 
‘And the servants of the Most Merciful are those who 


walk upon the earth with composure, and when the 
ignorant address them [harshly], they say [words of| 


peace”’”® 


’ 


Saying: “These are the Muslims who are never rude, and when 
others are rude to them, they are patient and not hasty [to 
respond].’ When he recited the verse: 


"4 Al Dhariyat (51):17 
® Al Muzammil (73):6 


#76 _Al-Furqan (25):63 
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. Oh 
js 


ae rene 4 S at ferns 


Gece nt Boake sbic bab ata ig) ofl 


EERE W A CORE OAT 
“And [for] every person We have imposed his fate upon 
his neck, and We will produce for him on the Day of 
Resurrection a record which he will spread open.[It 
will be said]: ‘Read your record. Sufficient is yourself 


against you this Day as accountant.” 


He then said: ‘O son of Adam! Just to you is the One who 
made you an accountant against yourself.’ He also recited the 
verse: 


Gs) eee od aoe F Ga 
Oks Aes Ranam\ il 


“.,.We only count out to them a [limited] number.”” 


and said: ‘At the end of the count is the last breath, at the end 
of the count is leaving the loved ones and children, at the end of 
the count is entering the grave, so hasten, os servants of Allah, to 


doing good deeds.’ 


Then he added: ‘O servants of Allah, these are mere breaths. 
If they are halted, the good deeds with which you draw nearer to 
_ Allah and upon which you depend will stop. Thus, may Allah be 
merciful to one who held himself to account, feared his Lord and 
avoided disobeying him.’ 


He once recited the verse: 
~T Al-Isra’ (17):13-14 
”® Maryam (19):94 
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| 44s 
BEL 


(4 ya dada 


- ZR od Ge Beh 
Such 199 9 Ad La pels ese by'3 lo : 


... Every time their skins are roasted ae We will 
feplace them with other skins so they may taste the 
erga je 7 


then his legs trembled, his tears flowed and he said: ‘It is nar- 
rated that Hellfire eats their flesh seventy times each day, then 
it is told, ‘Return’ and it does. O Allah! We seek refuge in you 


from Hellfire and from every deed that makes us worthy of 
Hellfire.” 


He recited the verse: 


' Mt .) ic a 
“Peace be upon you for eer you eer endured. 
And excellent is the final home.’®° 


and then said: “They patiently forfeited the excesses of the 
worldly life and gave up the evanescent, so they attained the Here- 
after and their end was a good one.” 


When he eeted fas verse: 


SNES 


«« .and there was beneath it a treasure for them...””®! 


” ALNisa’ (4:)56 
80 ALRa‘d (13):24 


81_4/ Kabf (18):82 
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He said: ‘It is narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas (radtyAlahu ‘anhuma) used 
to say: “The treasure was a gold plate and a gold brick, inscribed 
thereon, ‘In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful the Most Gra- 
cious. How strange is one who knows death and yet is able to 
rejoice, who knows Hellfire and yet is able to laugh, who knows 
the worldly life and its fluctuation with its residents and yet is able 
to feel safe and secure, who believes in fate (gada’) and yet exhausts 
himself in pursuit of provision, and who believes in Hellfire and 
yet commits sins! There is no deity except Allah. Muhammad 1 is 
Allah’s Messager 


He once recited the verse: 


cae 
cs 


ie cok Zoe 4 CG bf oye” 


SHIEK NST IAI ol 
Oa 


“And it is He who has made the night and the day in 
succession for whoever desires to remember or desires 
gratitude.” 


Then he said: “Glory is due to Allah! How vast is the mercy of 
Allah! How encompassing is His favour! How subtle is His crea- 
tion! He gave whoever failed during the day another chance in the 


night, and whoever fell short eae the night another chance 1 in 
the day.’ 


He also recited the verse: 


8? 'Tabari in his Za/sir,6/16 on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas (radtyAl/ahu ‘anhuma) 


8 Al-Furqan (25):62 
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a 4 wes 
ra) 4 pea Bide asic 


ore J PP aa 


“And the de word of your Lord was fulfilled for the 
Children of Israel because of what they had patiently 
endured. And We destroyed [all] that Pharaoh. and 
his people were producing and what they had been 


building.”** 


And then said: ‘One marvels at the person who fears a king of 
avoids an oppressor after believing in this verse. By Allah, if when © 
people were tried they patiently endured their fate, Allah would 
_ have removed their affliction. However, they feared the sword, so 
they were left alone as captives of fear. We seek refuge in Allah 
from the evil of trials.’ | 


He recited the verse: 
oD 2 einer ioe ta 
Rp SF AULA MIT legbyey reals 
“The Fire will sear their faces, and they therein will 
have taut smiles.” 


And said: ‘What a scene, O servants of Allah! How horrible it 
is! Be wary of it. It is conveyed that the Fire will sear their face a 
sear that leaves no flesh or skin but causes it to fall off the ham- 
string, and that gives them taut smiles,” then he wept and said: “O 
Allah! We seek refuge in you from the punishment of the Fire, 
and wretched is the destination.’ 


4 ab-.A Vaf (1):137 
85 Gh-Mu’minun (23):104 
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He recited the verse: 


7 Nae oe a 


Ee SALA irea sly. saw 


oo Se 


“To Him er good speech, and righteous work 


raises it.”°° _ 


And said: “When a person speaks good and enacts righteous" 
deeds, Allah Almighty, raises the speech with the deeds, and when 
he speaks good and enacts bad deeds, Allah Almighty, rejects the 
speech with the deeds.’ 


He ict recited the verse: | 
neat A a i is ig aan 
* anaks Basses 
an 124 22 oe ye ae 
ee VG IG eholt tte 


“Tt will — 2 io they see that nics they are 


promised—as though they had not remained [in the 


world] except an hour of a day.” 


Then said: ‘Those who attained the worldly life through forbid- 
den means, and then spent it excessively and va in pursuit 
of pleasures. 


& Bane MAS, 
“And those who have wronged ate going to know to 
what [kind of] return they will be returned.’ a 


86 Fair (35):10 
87 a) Ahgaf (46):35 


88_Al Shura’ (26):227 
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He also recited the verse: 


ORw: pal cag (aes ny vp 


“And the intoxication of death will bring the truth; that 


is what you were trying to avoid...” 


So he said: ‘Man is wicked in this worldly life, he tries to avoid 
when it’s not time for avoiding and when escape or being absent 
is no longer possible.’ ; 


When he recited the verse: 


122 a 


Roe 7% me vad Meai'4 
OMe ner kas eer’ 
“Tt will be, on the Day they see it, as though they had 
not remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or 


a morning thereof” 


He used to say: “O son of Adam! It is only [like] an afternoon 
of a morning; can you not refrain from sinning [for that long]?’ 


When he recited the verse: 


a4 hee tes Aa Ar 


19 a a paaiile te Sy SUP 
hs cence IA MESS 

OSS GENE al eal Se 15k 
“And [there is a share for] those who came after them, 
saying: “Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who 


preceded us in faith and put not in our hearts [any] 
resentment toward those who have believed. Our Lord, 


© Caf (50): 19 


0 Al Naxi‘at (79):46 
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indeed You are Kind and Merciful.””! 


And said: “Those who came before wete, by Allah, people of 
compassion and metcy, but we are in a later generation that is like 
a scabby man’s skin.’ When he recited the verse: 


Be aid Cone “4-44 2 
OARS aS MISE TI, Ce 
“And [they are] those who, when they spend, do so | 
not excessively or sparingly but are ever, between that, 


[justly] moderate”,”” 


he used to say: ‘May Allah show mercy to a person who eatned 
his livelihood from good soutces, spent moderately, and saved 
provision for the day of his utmost need.” Then he would add: 
‘Direct your excess fortune, may Allah be merciful to you, to where 
Allah and His Messenger directed it, and put it where they put it, 
because those who came before you used to take little and buy 
their freedom from Allah with excess.’ 


He recited the verse: 


4G Bean ae wee Sh ote 


ome) eedler ae: Pld sercsbslsleeosenily 


_ “And they who give what ‘hey give while their hearts 
are fearful.” 


And said: ‘They enact the good deeds they do and they present 
”' al-HLashr (59):10 | | 
22 AL Furgin (25):67 
3 al-Mu’minun (23):60 
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charity while being afraid that this does not save them from Allah’s 
Punishment.’ 


When he recited the verse: 


Cs agayiut ad 


“We have certainly eed man into hardship’’”* 


He used to say: ‘Woe to the son of Adam! Allah has not created 
another creation that suffers through living as much as he.’ 


When he recited the verse: 


“7 { Zt BGS » ee 
A > ae 1A chaoenls 


w 
-” 
on 


“We will surely cause him to live a good life”,” 


He used to say: We will grant him a living that he will find its 
pleasure in his heart.’ It is also narrated that he said: ‘We will 
grant him provision for which there is no punishment’, then he 


would add: ‘Every life is bitter for man, except his life in 
Paradise.’ 


When he recited the verse: 


palit ne Mile 45 


“And ask them about the town that was by the sea.””° 


** Al-Balad (90):4 
°° _Al-Nabl (16):97 


6 ALA YGF (1):163 
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Until the end of the verse, he would say: ‘A fish that Allah for- — 
bade them to fish one day of the week” and allowed it for the 
rest of the week. The fish would come in abundance to them on 
the day it was forbidden, as a trial and a test of obedience, they 
playfully kept taking it and then stopping out of fear and 


obedience. 


He added: ‘Whenever one intended to commit this sin, he agreed 
with them (and reconciled) their intention, until they took it and ate 
it, by Allah, the most destructive meal that people ever ate. They 
were called upon three times while asleep, and they were called, 
‘O people of the town!’ The men, women and children woke up, 
and they were told, “Be apes, despised,’ and so they were. 


~ By Allah! The sanctity (4urmah) of a believing servant being killed 
unjustly is greater in Allah’s sight than every fish He created, but 
Allah Almighty, made the Hour (of Judgement) an ae eae 
[for eue punishment] for some people: 


2A pliant; 


“and the Hour is more disastrous and more bitter.””” 


He once recited the verses: 


Pay al 3 SODAS Toa 
“Indeed, it will be but one shout” and suddenly they 


*” The story related to the children of Isra’il who used to fish on their sabbath 
day, when they were forbidden to do so. 


°8 Al-Oamar (54):46 


°° Lit: A loud screech or a scream. 
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will be [alert] upon the earth’s surface’ 


and: 
a oh “Af 7 we S Pee a” 
apevarawy BSE iforaae.| ey 
“It was not but one shout, and immediately they were 
extinguished’’'“! 


And said: ‘O people! The shout indicates anger. Whoever fears 
Allah must be wary of His Anger.’ - 


When he recited the verses: 


Cx “ S35 DD oSt? 3 iid Pra VG 
mpl Les hanged eee? 


Me Mad 


cs) Ve pa cney 


* - 


“This is Hell, which the criminals deny. They will go 
around between it and scalding water, heated pest the 


utmost ee te 


He used to say: ‘O people! What do you think of standing on 
a day the extent of which is fifty thousand years, and after their 
throats were torn out of hunger, thirst and fear, they are sent 
to the Fire of Hell and scalding water! O Allah, in You is safe 
harbour, refuge and asylum, and upon You is our dependence. 
Therefore, save us with Your mercy, from Your punishment, O © 
Most Forgiving.’ | 


When he recited the verse: 
1004] Naei‘at (79):13-14 
1 Yasin (36):29 
'©2 Gl-Rabman (55):43-44 
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Ospsk log nodll 


“They who are during their prayer humbly submissive”"”° 


He used to say: ‘May Allah be merciful to people who are 
humble and submit their hearts, so they lower their gaze, guard 
their private parts, avoiding forbidden matters, thus attaining the 
highest of ranks.’ 


He was asked about the interpretation of the verse: 


AlAs Vic ab acd hey 


_ ‘W/hoevet comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a 
good deed will have ten times the like pee [to his” 
credit].”" 


So he said: ‘Whoever came with, “There is no deity except Allah, 
alone, no partner has He, and Muhammad (8) is His servant 
and Messenger,’ coming sincerely from oe heart, then Allah has 
Paradise for him.’ 


When he recited the verse: 


O BOY Vays Ge 
“Is the reward for good ‘ein but good?” 


He said: “The reward for whoever said: “There is no deity [worthy 
of worship] except Allah’ is to enter Paradise.’ 


103 Al Mu’minun (23):2 
4 al-An‘Gm (6):160 
105_A/ Rahman (55):60 
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He recited the verse: 


205d Aor 


Byer 9-60 Be 

alia cue dale oF) bey 2 
“On the Day when a man will observe what his hands 
have put forth.’ 


~ and said: ‘Man is the careful, keen and astute believer who knows 
that he has an appointed time [for reward and punishment], so he 
puts forth good deeds, then he comes to find them and is delighted 
by them. It is also the Day when: 


feed BF 244. “sna & are 
Orcs sk EN, 
“The disbeliever will say: ‘Oh, I wish that I were 


dust!" 


He once recited the verse: 


bg So “4 i Pe vee 
QD jel pS pepe sd beoh JE 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that 


which they were earning,” . 


and said: ‘One sin after another, until the heart blackens and dies.’ 


He also recited the verse: 


ORO 
be Lym 49 


“And do not confer favour to acquire more” 


106 41-Naba’ (78):40 
107 al-Naba’ (78): 40 


#108 41 Mutaffifin (83):14 


115 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 


and commented: ‘Do not deem your deeds to be much, for you 
know not what was accepted thereof and what was rejected.’ 


He recited the verse: 
SB Aye ad 7S 
OF KOM) 


“Competition in [worldly] increase diverts you!” 


and said: “To Allah we belong and to Him we shall return. By 
Allah, it has diverted attention away from the eternal Fire of Hell, _ 
and distracted from the unending pleasure (of pangeuegy Then 
he recited the verse: : | 


i“ ak: Ge 


“No! You are going to know”! 


and said: ‘O people! If a mortal creature threatened you, you 
wouldn’t be able to sleep, so how about the threat of the King of 
kings, and the Ever-Living who does not die?” 


When he used to pray gzyam al-layl''* and reach this chapter, he 
could not go past it, and he would keep repeating it and weeping 
until his weeping ceases. is Allah be merciful to him and pleased 
with him. 


109 al-Mudaththir (74):6 

nO , Te Shain (102):1 

"" al-Takathur (102):4 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


His Correspondence with Caliphs and 
Interactions with Leaders and 
Commanders 


IT IS NARRATED THAT HE—may Allah have mercy on 
him—used to say: ‘Allah the Exalted, took the covenant from the 
Caliphs, leaders and commanders in three matters; whoever from — 
them fulfils the covenant of Allah is saved, and whoever falls short 
is destroyed. He took their covenant not to follow their personal 
whims (4awa) and inclinations; not to fear the people and to only 
fear Him; and not to exchange His verses for a small price.’ 


When he spoke of the kings, he used to say: ‘Do not look at 
the luxury of their lives and their affluent clothing, but look in- 
stead to the swiftness of their worldly departure and wretched 
return.’ | | 


_ He received news about one of them that he used to eat rough 
food and wear ragged clothes, so he said: ‘Woe to him! Why then 


ate taxes collected for him and are the vast lands owned by him?’ 
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_ They said: ‘He does that out of greed.” He said: ‘Praise is due to | 
Allah who deprived him of the worldly pleasures for which he 
forfeited his. religion.’ 


He used to say: ‘When Allah intends ill for a people, he appoints. 
foolish leaders over them, and puts their excess fortune in the 
hands of their stingy.’ 


He used to say: ‘I heard from one of the Companions (radiyAllahu 
_ ‘anhum) that he used to say: “Among the signs of [the approach 

of] the Day of Judgement is that the Earth has wicked leaders, 
lying ministers, treacherous trustees, lecherous scholars and unjust — 
commanders, and I fear that this turns out to be this age period of - 
ours.’ 


It is said that Al-Nadr Ibn ‘Amr, who was the commander of 
Basrah, summoned Al-Hasan one day and said to him: ‘O Abi 
Said! Allah the Exalted, created the worldly life and all it contains 
of clothing, pleasures and adornment for His servants, and He 
said: 


_ s St 2A Ale By rare 
| ‘Or ip Nd: Zs VEY oY) pestis, 


“eat and drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes 


not those who commit excess.”’” 


~ He also said: 


asl Aaah ronds 
° ” 4 ee oy + o ay rat 
NED a bai Getic ates 
: Heh 2 wr Fe, 
LMlayodlg 


“Say: ‘Who has forbidden the adornment of Allah 
8 ALA Taf (1/31, | 
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which He has produced for His servants and the good 
[lawful] things of provision?’ Say: “They are for those 
who believe during the worldly life ...””'" 


Al-Hasan said: ‘O man! Fear Allah in yourself, and beware the 
wishful thinking you take lightly or you will perish. No one is given 
of the goodness of this life or the Hereafter on account of his 
wishing, They are two (separate) lives, whoever:works in this life 
attains the other one, and whoever neglects himself loses them 
both. Allah Almighty, chose Muhammad (#8) for Himself, sent 
him with His Message and Mercy, made him a Messenger to all 
His Creation, sent down upon him a prevailing Book, set limits 
for him in the worldly life, and gave him aterm therein. Then, He, 
the Exalted, said: 

ae gl eds S156 
“There has certainly been for you in them an excellent 


_pattern’’?» 


and commanded us to obey him, take his guidance, follow his 
path and practice his Sunnah. What we accomplished thereof 
is by Allah’s Favour (fad/) and Mercy (rabmah), and when we fell 
short, we must ask for aid and forgiveness; this is the way to our 
salvation. As for wishful thinking, there is no good therein or in 
those who practice it.’ | 


Al-Nadr then said: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! Allah, the Exalted, Has deter- 
mined for us what He willed, and we do love our Lord.’ Al-Hasan 
teplied: ‘Some people said that in the time of the Messenger (#8), 


"4 ALA Yaf (7):32 
"5 AlMumtahinah (60):6 
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so Allah Almighty, Revealed to him: 


ais 4 we yore : 


FITTS ob ancl 
“Say: [O acunas ‘If you Kak ie Allah, then 
7 follow me, [so] Allah will love you....”""° | 


 Thetefore, He made following the Messenger (#8) a proof of 
love, and disproved those who diverge from it. By Allah! I have 
seen people who were in this place before you, who ascended 
pulpits, who had ambling horses dance for them, who dragged 
the tails of their robes insolently and to be seen by people; those 
who built palaces and preferred the worldly life and competed in 
their garments; they were [eventually] removed from power and 
deprived of what they gathered, and they came to their Lord and 
found their deeds. Therefore, woe to them, woe to them on the 
Day of Deprivation, and woe to them: 


20, Ge AR Zs te py 
DParlyaaals Crash 5-2 Al wey 
Os, 1 bE SWLSAEE I <a ECMO 


“On the Day a man will flee from his brother. And his 
mother and his father And his wife and his children, 


For every man, that Day, will be enough concern (of 


his own),?1” 


It is said that he entered upon him another day, so he said: ‘O 
Governor! May Allah aid you. Your [true] brother is the one who 
advises you concerning your religion, who makes you see your 
flaws and who guides you to the way of right conduct, and your 


6 4) Tmran (3): 31 


117 “A basa (80):34-37 
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[true] enemy is the one who deludes you and arouses desire in you. 


O Governor! Fear Allah, for you have deviated from the people 
(who preceded you) in course and manner, in openness and in 
secret whilst thinking wishfully [of salvation). Thus, choose the 
way that is better. 


Baople kay Allah bless you—are divided into two groups: 
seekers of the worldly life and seekers of the Hereafter. By Allah! 
The seeker of the Hereafter has attained [what he desires] and 
found comfort, while the other has been exhausted and deprived. 
Beware—O Governor-—of seeking that which is quickly fading 
and leaving the eternal or you will be among the regretful. 


As a wise man said: 


Where are the kings who were mindless of their share (of the Hereafter) 
Until they were made to drink from the glass of death 


May Allah shield us from decrease after inctease, and from stray- 
ing after guidance. 


I was told, O Governor, of a pious man who used to say: ‘It 
suffices as a crime for one to be a trustee for traitors and to assist 
them in their affairs.’ Another poor person was told: “Why do not 
you go to the Sultans and seek some of their benevolence?’ He 
replied: ‘I seek refuge in Allah from what He despises; I prefer to - 
die as a scrawny believer than to die as a fat hypocrite.” 


Ibn Hubayrah summoned Al-Hasan and Al-Sha’bi, and he said to 
them, ‘May Allah bless you! Amir ul-Mu’minin, Yazid Ibn ‘Abdw’]- 
Malik, sends me letters [of decrees], in the implementation of what 

Iam certain is condemned; if I obey him I fear the wrath of Allah, 
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and if I disobey him, I:do not feel secure from his power. What. 
- do you then think I should do?’ Al-Hasan told Al-Sha'bi: ‘O Abi 
‘Amr! Respond to the Governor.’ He didiso and was gentle.in his 
response, and thereafter lost Ibn Hubayrah’s regard. 


Ibn Hubayrah was not satisfied until he heard Al-Hasan’s reply; so 
he asked: ‘Give me your opinion, O Aba Sa‘id!” Al-Hasan said: ‘Did 
not: Al-Sha‘bi state his view?’ Ibn Hubayralt:said: ‘I want to hear 
yours.’ He said: ‘I say: By Allah; an angel of Allah’s angels—harsh 
andi severe—whio do not disobey Allah’s Commands, will soon 
come to you to take you away from your vast palace to your narrow 
grave, where Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Malik will not avail you against Allah at 
all.’ “Umar Ibn Hubayrah wept intensely, and rewarded'Al-Hasan 
generously while restricting Al-Sha’bi’s-reward. 


Then Al-Sha‘bi went to the masjid, and when his council gathered, 
he said: ‘O people! Whomever of you is able to prefer Allah, the 
Exalted, to His creation should do so. The Governor, Ibn Hubay- 
tah, summoned Al-Hasan and me; and by Allah, Al-Hasan knew 
nothing that I did not, but I made allowance for Ibn Hubayrah, 
desired to please him and held back in my answer to him, so” 
Allah dismissed me and sent me away. While Al-Hasan was with 
Allah, the Exalted, so Allah brought him closer and subjected Ibn 
Hubayrah [to him] so he preferred him and conferred upon him.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan left Ibn Hubayrah’s council one day, when 
he found the Qur’4n reciters at door (on his way out), so he asked: 
‘What brought you here? May Allah disperse your gathering; you 
want to enter upon these scabby people? By Allah, their fellowship 
is not a fellowship with the pious, not is their councils the councils 
_ of the virtuous. Disperse! May Allah separate yout souls from your 
bodies! May Allah decrease the likes of you among Muslims! You 
have put your shoes on, tucked your clothes, shaved your heads and 
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darkened your eyes with kohl, so becoming the worst of people!, 
‘You shaved your moustaches out of greed; you are:a disgrace to. 
the reciters of the Qur’an, may Allah not arrange your affairs. 


However, by Allah, if you abstain from what they have, they 
would desire what you have. May Allah banish whom He wills, 
and I do not think it will be anyone: other than you,”’’and then he 
left angrily. | ; 


It is narrated that Al-Hajjaj built-alrouse in Wasit andisummoned 
AJ-Hasan to see it. When he entered it, he said: ‘Praise is due to 
Allah. Kings see glory for themselves, while we see lessons in them 
every day..One of them goes to build'a palace, then furnishes and 
upholster it. Clothing to adorn rides, then he is surrounded by 
greedy wolves, fire moths:and evil companions, so he says, “Look 
at what I did.’ We have seen, O fool. What then, O most wicked 
of the wicked? The residents of the Heaven detest you, and the 
residents of the Earth curse you. You have built a house that will 
disappear and you have vandalised the house of eternity. You 
have glorified the house of delusion in order to be humiliated in 
the house of [eternal] pleasure.’ He then left while saying: “Glory 
is due to Him! He took the covenant of scholars to clarify it to 
people and not conceal it.’ | 


Al-Hajjaj heard what Al-Hasan said: so he became very angry, 
gathered the people of the Levant and said: ‘I am insulted by that — 
slave of Basrah in your presence and you did not disapprove?’ 
He then summon Al-Hasan, who came while moving his lips 
inaudibly, until he entered upon Al-Hajjaj. He asked him: ‘O Abt © 
Sa‘id! Did you have no consideration for my government over you 
when you said what you did?’ He said: ‘May Allah be merciful to 
you, O Governor! Whoever scares you until you reach safety is 
kinder to you and should be dearer to you than whoever reassures 
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you until you reach your destruction. My intention was not what 
_ you bore to mind. Both matters are in your hand: forgiveness and 
punishment. Do what is more appropriate for you, and I depend 
on Allah; He is sufficient for us and [He is] the best Disposer of 
_ affairs.’ Thereupon, Al-Hajjaj felt ashamed, apologised to him and 


conferred upon him generously. 


It is said that a crafty member of the police came to Al-Hasan 
and said: ‘I intend to give up drinking of wine.” Al-Hasan said: 
‘Give up what is more pressing... until it becomes your most evil 
deed; repent from it then.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan heard a man from Al-Hajjaj’s entou- 
rage speaking ill of ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib (radiyAllahu ‘anhu), so he 
said: ‘He [implying the man] has become worthy of it.” The man 
said: ‘Hellfire, O Abt Sa‘id?’ He said: “Yes! And wretched is the 
destination.’ He said: ‘Should I repent, may Allah bless your’ Al- 
Hasan said: “Woe to you! Do you have the power to endure Allah’s 
punishment if you do not repent? Indeed, Allah loves those who 
are constantly repentant and loves those who purify themselves.’ 


It is said that when Ibn Artah was appointed as the governot of 
Basrah, he intended to appoint Al-Hasan in charge of the judiciary, 
so Al-Hasan tan away into hiding and wrote to him: 


‘O Governor! The one who hates a matter is unfit to bear its © 
responsibility. Whoever performs a job unwillingly is not worthy 
of being supported [by Allah] in it. The people who chose this 
matter suffice you, and your turning to them and their dependence 
on you is better for you and in the best interest of your affairs. 
There is no good in seeking the help of someone who does not 
believe in the necessity of the matter to which he is invited, or in 
his obligation to perform it. Therefore, relieve me, O Governor, 
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may Allah relieve you, and be kind to me by ceasing to pursue me 
[in this regard], for Allah will not allow the reward of aees who 
did well in deeds to be lost.’ 


Thereupon, the Govenor relieved him, treated him generously 
and said: ‘By Allah, I was never to inflict him with what he hates.’ 


It is narrated that ‘Umar Ibn “Abdu’l-‘Aziz—may Allah be metci- 
ful to him—-wrote to Al-Hasan saying: ‘Write an admonition for 
me, O Abi Sa'‘id, and be brief,’ so he wrote back saying: 


‘Know—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—that patience, even if you taste 
its initial bitterness, how excellent is its late sweetness! Be aware, 
O Amir Al-Mu’minin, that successful is the one who ensures 
safety in the life of eternity, who attains [Allah’s] neeey at and is let 
into Paradise.’ : 


It is also said that ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz wrote to Al-Hasan | 
stating: ‘Write to me, O Abi Sa‘id, in disparagement of the worldly 
life,” so he wrote back saying: | 


~ O Amir Al-Mu’minin! The worldly life is a place of movement 
and transition, and nota place of residence and stability. Adam was 
sent to it as punishment, so be wary of it, for the one who desires 
it is bound to leave it, the rich therein is poor, and the happiest 
of its residents are those who ignore it. When examined by the 
intelligent and wise, he’ll find that it humiliates whoever glorifies 
— it and scatters whoever collects it. It is like poison consumed by 
whoever does not know it, and desired by A a is ignorant of 
it, while it is, ney Allah, the death of him. 


Be aware-—-O Amit Al-Mu’minin—that its wishes are fake, its 
hopes are false, its (perceived) serenity is disturbance and its liv- 
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ing is vexation. The one who leaves it is successful, and the one 
who clings to it is bound for destruction and drowning. The clever 
wise person is the one who fears what Allah scares him with, takes 
warning of what Allah warned him against, and puts forth (his 
deeds) from the place of evanescence to the place of eternity; 
upon death, certainty will come to him. 


The worldly life, by Al&h—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—is a dream, 
and it is a place of punishment. The one who lacks intelligence 
collects for it, and the one who lacks knowledge is deluded by it. 
The resolute wise man is the one who lives in it like the one treat- 
ing his wound, he endures the bitterness of the medicine for the 
wellness he seeks and the wretched consequence he fears. 


The worldly life, by Allah—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—is a dream, | 
the Hereafter is the awakening, between them is death, and peo- 
ple are a blend of false dreams. I will tell you what the wise man 
said: ~ 3 | 


If you survive it, you’re saved from a great calamity 
Otherwise, I see no salvation for you 


When his letter reached “Umar Ibn ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz, he wept and 
sobbed until his companions felt sorry for him, and he said: ‘May 
Allah be merciful to Al-Hasan. He still wakes us from our sleep, 
and rouses us from negligence. By Allah, what a sincere compas- 
-sionate man he is! What a truthful and eloquent admonisher he is!” 


‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz later wrote to him: ‘Your useful admoni- 
tions have arrived and healed. You have described the worldly life 
accurately! The wise is one who’s wary therein. It is as if everyone 
destined to die among its inhabitants has already died. May the 
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peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you.’ 


When his letter reached Al-Hasan, he said: ‘May Allah reward 
Amir Al-Mu’minin; a speaker of truth and an acceptor of advice. 
Allah has conferred a great blessing by his reign, shown mercy to 
the ummah through his rule, and made him a blessing and a mercy.’ 


He then wrote back to him: “The greatest calamity and the de- 
manded affair (of rulership) lies before you, and you must see it 
through, either safely or with damage.’ 


He also wrote to him—may Allah be merciful to him—that: 
‘Beware, O Amir Al-Mu’minin—to be in the dominion that Allah 
granted you over His servants—like a slave whose master put 
his trust in him and entrusted his money and children to him, so_ 
he wasted the money, sent the children away, impoverished the 
master’s family and destroyed his wealth. 


Be awate—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—that Allah, Glorified is He, 
Commanded His Prophets to discourage His servants from evil 
deeds and forbid them from immoralities... I remind you, O Amir 
Al-Mu’minin, of the scarcity of your companions before your 
Lord, and your supporters on the Day of your gathering. There- 
fore, seek provision for the Day of the Greatest Terror. 


Know—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—that you have a house besides 
- the one in which you live, and in which your residence will ex- 
tend,''® and at whose door your loved ones will part with you; 
they will throw you therein alone, and give you up to its isolation. 
Prepare therefore—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—for the Day a man will 
flee from his brother, his mother, his father, his wife and his chil- 
dren. Remember when the contents of the graves are scattered and 
what is the breasts is obtained, when the secrets are exposed, and 


12}: 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 


when the book that leaves nothing small or great except that it has - 
enumerated it, is published. Thus, work now while you have time 
before the time comes and the deeds are suspended. Beware—O 
Amir Al-Mu’minin—to judge among the servants of Allah with 
the judgement of the ignorant, or to take them into the way of 
the wrongdoers. Do not give the arrogant power over the weak, 
for they do not observe toward a believer any pact of kinship or 
covenant of protection. | 


It is narrated that the Messenger (2) said: “Whoever appointed 
an oppressor ot assisted him has turned his back on Islam.”'” Fear 
Allah and do not carry your sins as well as the sins of others, nor 
bear your burdens alongside the burdens of others. Do not be 
deluded by those who bask in your misery, and who eat pleasures 
by exhausting yours. Do not look—O Amir al-Mu’minin—to 
your fate today, but look to your destiny tomorrow, when you ate 
captured in the snares of death and standing before your Lord in 
the presence of the Angels and the Prophets, when all faces will 


be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence. 


O Amir Al-Mu’minin, while I did not reach in my admonition, 
what those with intelligence did, I did not spare you any compas- 
sion, withhold from you any advice, or fall short in my preaching. 
Therefore, give my letter its due attention and dedicate yourself 
to hearing it as one who seeks to benefit from it does. Endure the 
bitterness of the medicine for the sake of the wellness you seek. 
May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you.’ 


He also wrote to him: ‘O Amir Al-Mu’minin, fear Allah as much 
"8 Meaning the grave. 


'? A source reference for this narration was unable to be located. | 
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as He wants you to fear Him, and he will avail you against the fear 
of people. Take provision from what you have to what lies ahead, 
and you will prosper, and upon death certainty will come to you’ 

‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz wrote to him once: ‘Write to me—O 
_ Abt Sa‘id—describing the just ruler, where he is and how can the 
ummiah attain him.’ 


Al-Hasan wrote Back saying: “O Amir Al-Mu’minin! May Allah 
allow you to revel in the meadows of His blessing and wonder in 
the gardens of His making, Be aware that Allah, the Exalted, made 
the just ruler as an adjuster for every inclined one, a moderator 
over the excessive ones, a reformer for the corrupt, a strength for . 
all the weak ones, a fairness for those oppressed, and a refuge for 


all those who call for help. 


The just ruler is like the kind shepherd, and the gentle firm man 
who frequents for his sheep, the best grasslands and keeps them 
away from the lands of destruction; protects them from beasts 
of prey and shields them from the harm of heat and coldness. 


The just ruler is. like the father who cares for his children; he 
strives for them at an early age and teaches them at old age, pro- — 
_ vides for them during his life and saves for them after death. 


[He is also] like the compassionate, gentle and beneficent 
mother; she carried her child with hardship and gave birth to him 
with hardship; she is sleepless when he is, and she rests when he 
does; she breastfeeds him for some time and weans him another 
time; she rejoices in his wellness and is concerned with his dis- 
_ satisfaction. 


The just ruler is like the guardian of the orphan, and the store- 
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keeper of the poor; he brings up their young and supplies‘their old. 
The just ruler is like the heart amidst the organs, they are healthy 
when it is, and they are corrupt when it is. 


The just ruler stands between Allah and His servants; he hears 
the Words of Allah and relays them [to his subjects], he hears the 
effects of Allah’s blessings and he shows them [to his subjects], 
and he follows the Commands of Allah and leads his subjects. 


IT hope—O Amir Al-Mu’minin—that by the Will of Allah you are 
such. Had advising you not been obligatory, I would be in no need 
of admonishing you—due to the guidance that Allah has granted 
you and the rightness and soundness He has given you. However, 
Allah the Exalted took a covenant from scholars to make it clear 
to the people and not conceal it.” 


Section One: 


Rebellion against Rulers 


Humayd—Al-Hasan’s servant—said: ‘I was with Al-Hasan 
one day when a man came to him and sat with him in private and 
consulted him regarding rebelling with Ibn Al-Ash‘ath against Al- 
Hajjaj, so he said: ‘Fear Allah, O my nephew, and do not do it, for it 
is forbidden and not allowed.’ I said to him, ‘May Allah bless you! 
I have known that you thought poorly of Al-Hajjaj and were not 
satisfied with his way.’ He said: ‘O Abw’l-Hasan! By Allah, today I 
think worse of him and Iam mote reproaching and disparaging of 
him. Be aware however—may Allah bless you—that the tyranny 
of rulers is indignation from Allah Almighty. The displeasure of 
Allah is not fought with swords, but is avoided through supplica- 
tion, repentance and renouncing of sins. When the fury of Allah 
is met with the sword, it [the fury] becomes more incisive. Malik 
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Ibn Dinar told me that Al-Hajjaj used to say: “Know that when- 
ever you commit a sin, Allah causes eee through your 


Sultan.”’ 


I was told that someone said to Al-Hajjaj: “You are doing such 
and such to the ummah of the Messenger (#8). He said: ‘Yes. I 
am but a punishment for the people of Iraq for what they did to 
their religion and what they ignored of their Prophet’s (4) 
teachings.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan heard a man praying for the destruction 
of Al-Hajjaj, so he said: “Do not do that, may Allah be merciful 
to you. This is the result of your own doing, We fear, if Al-Hajjaj 
is removed, that apes and pigs as replacement in their place. It is 
narrated that the Prophet (8) said: “Your rulers are correspond- 
ent to your deeds. How you ate, so shall your rulers will be in 
accordance with that.” 


I heard that someone wrote to a pious man complaining of 
injustice of governors, so he wrote back saying: ‘My brother! I 
received your letter that states the governors’ injustice you are 
suffering. Whoever commits the sin has no right to complain of 
the punishment. I do not think what you are going through except 
the ill consequence of your sins. Peace be upon you.” | 


T also heard that Abt Bakr (radtyAlahu ‘anhu) delivered a sermon 
on the pulpit of the Messenger (#2) and said: ‘O people! I have 
heard the Messenger (#8) say: ‘Allah the Exalted and Praised, said: 
“Tam Allah; there is no deity except Me. The hearts of kings are 
in My hand. Whosoever obeys Me among you, I will make them 
a metcy to him, and whosoever disobeys me, I will make them 
a scourge upon him. Do not occupy yourselves with revilement 
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of the kings; repent to Me and I will make them kind to oF a 


ALAsh‘ath said: 1 was wae Al-Hasan when a man entered upon 
him who was of pale complexion as if he was from Bahrain.'?! 
He said: ‘O Abi Sa‘id! I want to ask you about rulers.’ Al-Hasan 
said: ‘Ask what you wish.’ He said: ‘What is your opinion of our 
leaders?’ Al-Hasan was quiet for a while and then said: ‘What can 
I say about them when they are in charge of five of our affairs: — 
Friday prayers, congregational [prayers], the spoils [of battle], the 
frontiers borders and the legal penal code (fudud)? By Allah, the 
affairs of the religion cannot be upright without them, even if they 
wete cruel or unjust. By Allah, Allah rectifies through them more 
than what they corrupt. By Allah, obeying them is a blessing and 
sehen against them is ed a 


The man said: ‘O Aba Said! By Allah, I have a lot of wealth and 
I do not wish to have it multiplied for the price of not hearing 
what I just heard from you. May Allah reward you abundantly on 
behalf of the religion and its people” 


_ Al-Hasan was asked about Al-Hajjaj, so he said: “He recites the 
Book of Allah, admonishes with the admonishing of the pious, 
feeds the poor, prefers the truth and he strikes the striking of | 


120 Similar variations of the narration are found in: Al-Tabarani, MuJam al.Awsat 
#8962; Abi Nu‘aym, Hilyah al-Awhya’, 2/388 [441]; Ibn Abi Shaybah, #34218 
and Ibn Mundhiti, A/Targhib wa’l-Tarhib, #792. The chain of transmission is 
very weak—see Sthilat Al_DaYah, #602 for overall verdict of soundness. | 


121 Rastern Arabia was historically known as Bahrain until the 18th century. This 
region stretched from the south of Basrah along the Persian Gulf coast and 
included the modern day regions of Bahrain, Kuwait, Al-Hasa, Qatif, United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Southern Iraq, and Northern Oman. The entire coastal 
strip of Eastern Arabia was known as “Bahrain” for ten centuries. 
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tyrants.’ 


They asked: ‘What do you say about rebelling against him?’ He 
said: ‘Fear Allah and repent to Him and He will avail you against 
his tyranny, and know that Allah has from the likes of Al-Hajjaj.’ 


He also used to say: “These [kings], even if the ambles danced 
beneath them and people treaded behind them, the humility of 
sin is in their hearts. However, Allah obligated us to obey them, 
forbade us to rebel against them, and commanded us to avoid 
their harm by repentance and supplication. Whomever Allah in- 
tends well for will adhere to that, exercise it and not deviate from 
it.’ 
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Admonitions and Wise Sayings 
Regarding Other Matters 


HE—MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY on him—used to say: ‘The 
[true] admonisher is the one who admonishes people with his own 
actions, not his words.’ | 


Such was his manner; if he wanted to enjoin something, he 
started by doing it himself, and if he wished to forbid something, 
he refrained from it foremost. 


He used to say: ‘It came to my knowledge that some pious man 
made a vow Allah will not see him laughing until he knows what 
his residence will be: Paradise or Hellfirer’ Al-Hasan added: ‘He 
made a covenant—may Allah be merciful to him—and he fulfilled 
it. He was not seen laughing until he passed away to his Lord, the 
Exalted.’ | 


It is said that Al-Hasan passed by a man who was laughing, so he 
said: ‘O my nephew! Have you already passed the bridge (szraj)?” 
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He said: ‘No.’ He said: ‘Do you already know whether you are 
going to Paradise or Hellfire?’ He said: ‘No.’ He said: “So why the 
laughter—may Allah bless you—when the matter is so grave?’ It 
is said that this man was not seen laughing ever again until he died. 


Al-Hasan saw some people laughing, exchanging derisive glances 
and bantering after prayers (far) on the day of Td al-Fitr, so he said: 
‘O people! Allah Almighty made the month of Ramadan a course 
for His servants to race, through worship, towards the Mercy of 
Allah, and to work diligently to attain His Paradise. Some people 
surpassed and were successful, while others fell short and were 
unsuccessful. One marvels at the one who laughs on the day when | 
the doers of good win and the falsifiers lose. 


By Allah, if the (Divine) veil was removed, every doer of good ~ 
and every doer of evil would be distracted with their deeds from 
renewing their clothes and combing their hair. 


If you—may Allah aid you—are certain that your efforts were 
accepted and your good deeds were raised, then this is not the 
doing of the grateful, and if you are not certain, then this is not 
the doing of the fearful.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Reduce your laughter, for 
the abundance of laughter kills the heart, removes grace, takes 
manliness away and degrades the person.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Tt is narrated that Allah, the Exalted, re- 
vealed to ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam), ‘O ‘Isa! Adorn your eyes with crying | 
waco you see the unaware laughing.” 


Al-Hasamwent to visit a patient and he found him in the pangs 
of death and saw his restlessness and sufferings. When he returned 
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to his home, they presented food to him, but he said: ‘Keep yout 
food and drinks to yourself. I saw a death of which there is no 
escape for me, and I will keep preparing for it until I meet it,” and 
he refrained from eating for some days until he was pitied and 
given food to eat. 


He also used to say: ‘Allah Almighty did not make an end date 
for yout deeds except death. Therefore, take persistence as your 
ally, as He said: 3 


We ee “Gor mh 
Kate Buae ¢ 
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“And worship your Lord until there comes to you ihe 
certainty (death).””!” 


He used to say: ‘I was a contemporary of seventy Companions 
who partook in the Battle of Badr; if you saw them you would 
call them mad, and if they saw the pious among you, they would 
say: ‘These have no share [of the Hereafter], and if they saw your 
wickedness, they would say: “hese do not peneuee in the Day of 
Account.’ 


He also used to say: ‘May Allah have mercy on a man who 
observed and pondered, after he pondered he took warning, 
after he took warning he had insight, and after he had nisiente he 
endured.” b gh : 


Some people had insight but did not endure and impatience took 
their hearts, so they neither reached their goals nor returned to 


what they left, and they lost [this] world and the Hereafter. Such 
_ is the manifest loss.’ 7 


122 4) Higr (15):99 


136 


Admonitions and Wise Sayings Regarding Other Matters 


He also used to say: ‘O people! I admonish you, but I am not 
the best or the most righteous among you. I have transgressed 
against myself, have not been strict with it and have not forced 
it to perform the appropriate worship of Allah. However, if one 
could not admonish his brother until he perfects his own matters, 
no admonisher or reminder will exist, and no one will remain who 
invites to Allah the Exalted, nor enjoins His obedience or forbids 
His disobedience. Nevertheless, the gathering of the insightful. 
and the believers reminding of one another contain revival of 
the hearts of the pious, awakening from negligence and protec- 
tion from forgetfulness. Thus, adhere, may Allah bless you, to the 
councils of remembrance of Allah (adhbkar), for a wotd may be 
heard and being looked down upon may be beneficial: 


“O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be 
feared and do not die except as Muslims [in submission 
to Him].”!” 


O people! By Allah, you have woken up to find your life-span 
reduced, your deeds counted and guarded, death above your 
heads and Hellfire ahead of you. O people! Each of you has but 
one soul; if it is saved from the punishment of Allah, it would 
not care who perished, and if it perished, it would not care who 
is saved. Avoid procrastination, may Allah bless you, for it de- 
stroyed those before you. You have no idea when your time (of 
death) will come and where your destination will be. May Allah be 
merciful to a man who prepared for his day before his provisions 
run out.’ | 


123 AL Tmran (3):102 
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He also said: ‘O people! Allah the Exalted, opened a scroll for 
you and appointed for each of you two noble Angels; one on his 
right and one on his left. He Watches over them; He decreases 
increases as He wills. He is dictating a book that: 


Waele ARV aeS IWS S cao osuay 
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“Leaves nothing small or great except that it has enu- 
merated it? And they will find what they did present [be- 


fore them]. And your Lord does injustice to no one.”!™ 


It is narrated that when this verse was revealed to the Messenger 


(38): 
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“Whoever does a wrong will be recompensed for it, “ad 
he will not find besides Allah a protector or a helper.” 


Abi Bakr al-Siddigq (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) said: “By Allah! The 
crusher of backs was revealed.’ If Abu Bakr—who is prom- 
ised Paradise—said that, what should the rest of us say? Take 
warning—O believers—and be wary so that you are safe from 
the punishment of a terrible Day.’ 


He also ged to say: “O son of Adam! Beware being deluded, 
for you have not received a guarantee of security from Allah. The 
greatest terror and the gravest matter lies before you, and you 
must lay your head in your grave on what you put forth, whether 


24 Al Kabf (19):49 
12 al-Nisa’ (4):123 
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good or evil. Thus, take the initiative during the time of ease, and 
beware of procrastinating of deeds. You are going to be held to 
account, so prepare your answers.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! The believer does not wake 
up except in fear, even if he is a doer of good, and he cannot be 
otherwise, because he lies between two fears: a past sin which he 
knows not what Allah will do about it, and a life that remains of 
which he knows not how Allah is going to try him in it. May Allah 
have mercy on a man who pondered and took warning, contem- 
plated and saw, and prevented the soul from unlawful inclination. 


O son of Adam! Allah—the Exalted—commanded obedience, 
assisted in its performance and left no excuse for leaving it. He 
forbade disobedience, disavowed it and gave no leeway in commit- 
ting it. It is reported that Allah—the Exalted—will say to Adam 
(‘alayhi as-salam) on the Day of Judgement, ‘O Adam! Today you 
_ ate the judge between Me and your descendants. Whatever good 
outweighs his evil by an atom’s weight shall enter Paradise, so that _ 
you know I do not punish except the transgressors.’ 


He used to say: “There is no valley; chain or bind in Hellfire 
except the name of its owner is written on it according to the 
Judgement. What if—-O people—all these came together for a 
man? Fear Allah O people, and be wary of His hatred; the hatred 
of Allah [for the disbelievers] is greater, if they only knew.’ 


It is said that Al-Hasan came to his companions one day when 
they were gathered. He remarked: ‘By Allah, if one of you were 
living in the time of the early generation’’ and saw what I saw 
of those Muslims, he would wake up anxious and go to sleep 
distressed, he would realise that the diligent among you is like 


139 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 


the trifler [among them], and the hard-worker among you is like 
the slacker. If I were satisfied with myself, I would not admonish 
you, but Allah knows that I am not satisfied, which is why I hate 
it for you. 


O people! There are worshippers of Allah who worship Him 
as if they saw the residents of Paradise enjoying therein and the | 
residents of Hellfire suffering therein, so they work for the sake 
of the pleasure they seek and they refrain to avoid the painful 
punishment they fear. 


O people! There are worshippers of Allah whose hearts are ag- 
grieved, whose evil is felt secure of, whose desires are restrained... 
They endured the few days (of the world) for the sake of what 
they hope in the long run. During the night, they are up on their 
feet, humbling themselves to their Lord and strive to free them- 
selves [from His punishment]; out of fear, their tears run and their 
hearts beat. During the day, they are wise, knowledgeable, pious 
and invisible. An ignorant [person] would think them to be self- 
sufficient because of their restraint, you would think them to be 
ill because of their fear, yet no illness has befallen them—but they 
ate frequently exposed to the mention of Hellfire and its terrors. — 
By Allah, they are less interested in what is lawful for them than 
_ you ate in what is unlawful to you. Their hearts were insightful of 
their religion than your sights are for your worldly matters. They 
were more afraid for their good deeds not being accepted than - 
you ate to be ee for your sins: 


ove fies < etl Sistepasid 
“Those ate the a of Allah. Unquestionably, the 


126 aoe the time of the Comestions (radi Alli ‘anhum). 
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party of Allah—they are the successful.”!’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Do not be fooled by the 
innocent-looking animals of prey that surround you: your son, 
your wife, your servant and your relatives. 


As for your son, he is like the lion; contesting with you over 
what you have. | 


As for your wife, she is like the an ogling female hound. 
As for your servant, he is like the cunning fox in thievery. 


‘As for your family, by Allah, a dirham that reaches them after 
your death is more preferable for them than you freeing a slave. 
Therefore, beware of exhausting yourself for their interest solely. 
They are there for you during your numbered days, but after they 
put you in your grave, they leave you behind, buy new clothing, 
play tambourines and laugh loudly. All the while, you are being 
held to account for what is [now] in their hands. Thus, put forth 
for yourself on: 
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“The Day every soul will find what it has done of good 
present [before it] and what it has done of evil, it will 
wish that between itself and that [evil] was a great 
distance. And Allah warns you of Himself, and Allah 
is Kind to [His] servants.’ 


274] Mujadillah (58):22 
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O people! If one of you is warned by his friend from something, 
he heeds the warning and avoids it, so how about him, who’s Lord 
warned him of Himself and frightened him of His punishment? — 
Allah Almighty said: 
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“Then did they feel secure from “a plan of Allah? But 


no one feels secure from the plan of Allah except the — 
92129 


Yai 


losing people. 


He also used to say: ‘Are you not astonished by someone who 
trifles, neglects, jokes and plays around while he is walking between 
Paradise and Hellfire, knowing not to which of them he is going 


towards?’ 


It is conveyed that the Messenger (8) said: “Allah Almighty 
disapproves for you tempering in prayers, sexual relations while 
fasting and laughter in graveyards.’ ee 


He also used to say: “Glory is due to Him who gave the virtu- 
ous a taste of the sweetness of devotion and servitude to Him 
in a way that tied their resolve to His remembrance, and emptied 
their hearts from anyone besides Him, so that nothing is dearer 
to them than silent supplication to Him, nothing is more pleasing 
to them than serving Him, and nothing is easier on their tongues 
than mentioning Him. Exalted is He and high above what the 


128 4/-Tmran (3):30 
ALA vaf (71):99 


130 See AL-Albani: Daf al-Jami‘, #1631 
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transgressors say by great sublimity.’ 


He also used to say: ‘It is narrated that ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
(radtyAllahu ‘anhu) ased to light fire, bring his hand close to it and 
say: ‘Look, O Ibn Al-Khattab, how can you endure the Hellfire, 
and how can you withstand the wrath of the Compeller.’ Then 
he would ask Allah for refuge from Hellfire and the deeds of its 
inhabitants.’ | 


Al-Hasan would add: ‘If that was the fear of ‘Umar (radiyAllahu 
‘anhu) when he was among those promised Paradise, so how can 


you feel safe, O people?’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You are but a guest; the guest 
is bound to depart and return, and the return is to Allah. May 
Allah reward some people who looked with the eye of the truth 
and put forth for the life of eternity.’ 


He also used to say: “Whenever a new day arrives upon the son 
of Adam, it calls out, ‘O son of Adam! I am a new day and a wit- 
ness to your deeds; if I leave you, I will never return to you, so 
put forth what you wish and you will find it, and delay what you 
wish and it will never come back to you.’ 


He also used to say: “Those who honour you only do so as long 
as your soul is within your body; when it is taken away, they will 
throw you away behind their backs, and if you are left amidst 
them (as a corpse), they will run away from you like they run away 
from a lion.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Judge people by their actions and leave 
their words, for Allah the Exalted, did not leave a speech except 
made for it evidence either to confirm or deny it. Whenever you 
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heat a good speech, observe its speaker carefully. If his actions 
conform to his words, that is the best, and if they contradict one 
another, do not be fooled by him, for his words are nothing but — 
tricks for the passersby.’ 


He also used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You have words and deeds, 
and your deeds are worthier [of improvement] than your words. 
You have a state of secrecy and publicity, and your state of secrecy 
is worthier [of improvement] than. your state of publicity. You 
have an immediate life and an afterlife, and your Hereafter is more 
entitled [to improvement] than your immediate one.’ 


O son of Adam! Allah—the Exalted—said: 


raves ren a 7 4 oe oe < 
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“To Him ascends good wil and righteous work 


raises it.”’!*! 


Therefore, do — deeds—may Allah aid you—and you will 
find its result. 


It is said that while Al-Hasan was in the maszd one day, he took 
a deep sigh and wept intensely, until his knees trembled and his 
heart beat strongly. He said: ‘If the hearts had been alive and had 
righteousness in them, it would have cried [out of fear] of a night 
succeeded by the Day of Judgement. Did the people hear of any 
day, O servants of Allah, in which there are more exposed private 
parts or teary eyes than that one?’ 

He also used to say: ‘Whenever an eye is soaked in tears out of 


fear of Allah, Allah will forbid Hellfire to touch its body, and if 
131 api (35):10 
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the tears flowed along the cheek, no darkness nor humiliation will 
cover that face. Every deed has a weight and a reward, except the 
tear out of fear of Allah, for it extinguishes the heat of Hellfire as 
much as Allah wills. If a man cried out of fear of Allah, I would 
hope that Allah Almighty bestows His Mercy upon that entire 
nation.’ 


He used to say: “Allah—the Exalted—does not impose a price 
on the servant for the knowledge he learns except the fee taken 
by the teacher. Whoever learns knowledge with a full sense of 
the rights of Allah therein and in order to seek the rewards from 
Allah, is successful, and whoever learns it for other than Allah is 
cut off, and it will not let him reach Allah Almighty.’ 


He also used to say: ‘How poor is the son of Adam! How weak 
he is! Hidden (from him) are his defects and concealed (from him) 
is his lifespan. He can be harmed by a bug and killed by a choke. 
Every day he takes a step closer to the Hereafter and traverses a 
stage of the worldly life. Yet, he is prone to transgression, showing 
off, oppressing and becoming a tyrant.’ 


Al-Hasan Snes auendeas funeral, and then he remarked: ‘O- 
people! Work in preparation for this day, 
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“,..and [so, will] His Messenger and the believers, and — 


you will be returned to the Knower of the unseen and 


the witnessed, and He will inform you of what you 


used to do.”!” 
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_ Healso used to say: ‘O people! Make use of your health and free 
time, and hasten to righteous deeds before a Day comes when the 
hearts and eyes will turn about in fear.’!° 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Do not feat a person of power, 
for he is a servant to your Lord; do not look greedily to a person 
of fortune, for you only eat from the provision of your Lord; do 
not befriend a criminal, for he will bring you ill consequence do 
not belittle a poor person, for he is a brother to you.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! Do not belittle any good deed, 
even if it was little in your heart and sight. Allah Almighty accepts 
an atom’s weight of good deeds, and rewards the moments [of 
obedience]; if you knew its rank in the sight of your Lord, you 
would be content. On the other hand, do not belittle any sin, even 
if it was little in your heart and sight, for your Lord is severe in 


penalty.’ 


He once attended a council where the old and young attended, so 
he said: “O elder people! What happens to the crop when it ripens?’ 
They said: ‘It is harvested.’ Then, he turned and said: ‘O young 
people! How many crops were taken by blight and destroyed and — 
ruined prematurely?’ Then he wept and recited the verse: 
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‘33 The original text translates to “stare in horror”, but I think that verb does not 
-_befit the ‘Lear?’ It helps to refer to [14:42] and [24:37] to understand this point. 
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perhaps they will be reminded.”!* 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You die alone, resurrected 
alone and held into account alone.’ 


O son of Adam! If all people obeyed Allah and you disobeyed 
Him, their obedience would not benefit you, and if they disobeyed 
Allah and you obeyed Him, their disobedience would not harm you. 


O son of Adam! Cling to your religion, for it is your flesh and 
blood. If your religion is sound, your flesh and blood are sound, 
and if it was the other way round, ask Allah for refuge from it, for 
it is a fire that does not go out, a body that does not decay, and a 
soul that does not die. 


He also used to say: “The person is safe as long as he has an 
admonisher within himself and pondering was among his ac- 
tion, remembrance (dbikr) was his routine, and holding himself 
to account was his habit. On the other hand, he remains unsafe 
as long as he procrastinates, follows his whims, becomes unaware 


and thinks wishfully.’ 


It is narrated that Al-Hasan—may Allah have mercy on him 
—received news that Makhil had passed away, so he grieved and 
prayed for his mercy, and then he learned that this news was false, 
so he wrote to him saying: | 


‘O Abu ‘Abdullah! May Allah bring good to you and me in 
life and in death. Grant you and us the good of this life and the 


Hereafter, and facilitate the good consequence for you and us. 
* [brahim (14):25 


147 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 


We received news about you that shocked us, and then we learned 
of its falsity. By Allah, how happy we were, although that which 
caused our happiness is not eternal and the course of actions will 
inevitably lead to the former news. Are you - may Allah bless you, 
aid you and us to the good deeds - like a man who tasted death 
and witnessed what lies beyond it. Then asked for return and was 
granted it. Given what he asked for after he saw what lies ahead, 
so he alertly sought to prepare himself to the life of eternity, be- 
lieving that he has no fortune except what he put forward, and no 
deeds except what was accepted from him? Peace be upon you.’ 


He used to say: ‘It is natrated that ‘Isa (G/ayhis-salam) said to the 
disciples: ‘Work for the sake of Allah, and not for your stomachs. 
Birds do not cultivate or harvest, they go out in the morning with- 
out any provision, and Allah provides for them. If you said that 
your stomachs are larger than theirs, these creatures are animals 
that do not cultivate or harvest, they have no provision, and Allah 
_ provides for them.’ | 


_ He used to say: ‘Whoever asks Allah’s forgiveness thrice after the 
prayers (far), his sins are forgiven, even if he had fled from wat.’ 


He also used to say: ‘It is reported that Allah’s Messenger 
(3) said: “By the one in whose hand is my soul, none shall enter 
Paradise except the merciful.’ They said: ‘All of us are merciful, O 
Allah’s Messenger!’ He said: ‘Not the mercy to one’s self, children 
and close ones, but to the general public,’ and he-raised his v voice 
in that last part. ee 


He also used to say: ‘It is narrated that ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
(radiyAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘Should I tell you about the best of 
135 Al-Hakim, #7310 and Al-Haythami, Maja‘ al-Zawa’id, 8/189. It is a sound = 


narration. 
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people?’ They said: “Yes, O Amir Al-Mu’minin!’ He said: ‘Those 
who live a long life and whose deeds are good, whose kind- 
ness is hoped for and whosever evil is not feared.’ Then he 
said: ‘Should I tell you about the worst of people?’ They said: 
‘Yes.’ He said: “Those who live a long life and whose deeds are 
wicked, whose kindness is not hoped for and whose evil is 
feared.’ | 


He used to say: ‘If a man learned an aspect of [religious] 
knowledge and applied it, it would be better for him than 
having the entire worldly life and putting it in for sake of his 
Hereafter.’ 


It is said that he saw some people not used to napping during 
the midday, so he said: “Why do not these people take a nap? I 
think poorly of their night.’ 


He also used to say: ‘Refresh these hearts, for they are quick to 
die. Discipline these souls, for they are ambitious, and if you do not 
restrain them, they will take you to the most evil of destination.’ 


He was asked: ‘O Abt Sa‘id! What do you say about the inter- 
cession [on the Day of Judgement]; is it true?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ He 
was asked: ‘Allah the Exalted, said: | 
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“They will wish to get out of the Fire, but never are 


they to emerge therefrom ...””°° 


He said: ‘It is as He the Majestic said.’ He was asked: “Then why 
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did whoever entered it enter, and why did whoever got out of it 
get out?’ He said: “They had committed sins in the worldly life, for 
which Allah punished them, then He brought them out for what 
He knew in their hearts of faith and pete 


He also aeed to say: “O people! Beware severing the ties of kin- 
ship, for Allah—the Exalted—says: 


Manni, 
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“And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, 


and the wombs. Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an 


Observer.’”!?’ 


It is narrated that the Prophet (#8) used to ‘say: ‘Fear Allah and 
maintain the ties of kinship, for it is more lasting for you in this 4 
life and better for you in the Hereafter.’ | 


A man aon Al-Hasan: ‘O Abu Said! Which form of striv- 
ing [jihad| is better?’ He said: “The struggle (had) against your 
whims.’ 


He used to say: ‘If death does not come to one suddenly, sick- 
ness will come suddenly, so fear Allah and be wary of surprise of 
your Lord.’ 

He used to say: “The blessings of Allah are too many to be fully 
thanked, except as much as Allah assists, and the sins of man are 
too many for his salvation, except as much as Allah forgives.’ 


136 ALMa’idah (5):37 
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He also used to say: ‘I heard Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah saying, ‘May 
Allah be merciful to a man who is strong, and he uses his strength 
in the obedience of Allah, or who is weak and refrains from the 


disobedience of Allah, the Exalted.’ 
He used to say: “Lying is the root of hypocrisy.’ 


He used to say: “Whoever lied has transgressed, and whoever 
transgressed has disbelieved, and whoever disbelieved enters 


Hellfire. 


It is narrated that ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) used 
to say: ‘If the person told a lie, the Angel distances himself a mile 
away from him due to the stench that comes out of him.’ 


He also used to say: ‘I am not considered generous if I bring 
benefit to my brother, keep harm away from him or reconcile 
between two [quarrelling] people.’ 


He used to say: ‘O son of Adam! You hate people based on 
your assumption, and yet you ignore certain [defects] in yourself.’ 


He used to say: “The chains binding the inhabitants of Hellfire 
are not placed on their necks because they proved too difficult for 
the Angels of Hellfire, but they are there so that when the flame 
goes out, they sink them in Hellfire.’ Then, he would cry until it 
- overcomes him saying: ‘O Allah! We seek refuge in You from the 
torment of Hellfire and the evil deeds that lead to it.’ | 

He used to say: ‘It is narrated that a pious man saw another pious 
man [who had passed away] in his sleep, so he asked him, “What 
did you find?’ He said: ‘We found what we put forth, and we lost 
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what we postponed.’ Al-Hasan added: ‘Now, go forth with insight.’ 


He also used to say: ‘It is said that some people spoke about 
asceticism in the presence of Al-Zuhti, so he said: “The ascetic is 
_the one who does not let the unlawful overcome his patience, or 
let the lawful overcome his gratitude.’ 


Aba Bakr Al-Muzani used to say: ‘What do you think the Creator 
of dignity is going to do to those who desire His dignity, and what 
do you think the Creator of humiliation is going to do those who 
desire His humiliation, when he is capable of both?’ | 


He used to say: ‘Beware of procrastination and wishful thinking, 
for they have ruined those before you. I was told that Aba Hazim 
used to say: ‘We do not want to die until we repent, and [yet] we 
do not want to repent until we die. Whoever of us meets Allah 
as an unrepentant criminal will enter Hellfire, and wretched is the 
destination.” : 


He used to say: ‘It is reported that Anas Ibn Malik (radivAlahu 
anhu) said: “The Messenger (8) was giving the Friday sermon 
while leaning on a tree stem. When the congregation grew, a big- 
ger wooden pulpit was made for him [from tamarisk], consisting 
of two steps. When he stood on it, the stem longed for him (3).’ 
Anas (radiyAllahu ‘anhu) said: ‘T heard the wood whimpering like 
the infatuated, and it kept whimpering until he (48) came down 
and hugged it, so it quietened down.” 

Whenever Al-Hasan mentioned this hadith, he would cry a | 
say: ‘O servants of Allah! The stem whimpered in yearning for the 
_ Messenger (#8) for his rank in the Sight of Allah the Exalted. By 


ve Tirmidhi, #3627 and Musnad of Imam Ahmad, 1/268. It is authentic nar- 


ration. - 
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Allah, you are more entitled to long for meeting him (8).’ 


~ He used to say: ‘It is narrated that a pious man saw some people 

making wishes, so he said: ‘I will wish along with you.’ They said: 
‘What do you wish for, may Allah be merciful to your’ He said: ‘I 
wish we were not created, and I wish that after we were created 
we would not die. I also wish that after we die we would not be 
resurrected, and I wish that after we are resurrected we would 
not be held to account. I wish that after we are held to account 
we would not be punished, and I wish that if we are punished it 
would not be for eternity.’ 3 


Abw’l-‘Ala’ Al-Ma‘arri phrased some of that in the form of 
poetry, so he said: | 7 


Oh, I wish we lived a life without death 
- Forever, or died a death without resurrection 


Al-Hasan used to say: ‘There were people before you with © 
brighter hearts and roughened clothing, and today you are weaker _ 
in religion and harder in heart than them.’ 


He used to say: ‘A persons grief over his sin is a motive to give 
it up, and his regret over it is a motive to repent from it. A man 
may keep grieving over his sin until it is more beneficial to him 
than some of his good deeds.’ 


He used to say: ‘Whoever does not treat himself from the ill- 
ness of sins during his life, then how far is he from healing, and — 
how close is he to wretchedness in the Hereafter after his death!’ 

He also used to say: “The truth is bitter and only endured by 
one who knows it’s good consequence, hoped for the reward and 
feared the punishment.’ | : 
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He also used to say: ‘I was a contemporary to people, who when — 
presented with what is lawful for them, one of them would say: ‘T 
have no need for it, and I fear it might corrupt me.’ 


He used to say: ‘If you prayed during the night until your back 
bends, and fasted during the day until your body becomes ill, it will - 
not benefit you except if you had sincere devoutness.’ 


He used to say: ‘None of the voluntary good deeds outweighs 
kindness to the parents, not even pilgrimage (Jay) nor jihad’ 


He also used to say: ‘It is conveyed from ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
(radiy Allahu ‘anhz) that he used to say: “Mention Hellfire frequently, 
for its heat is intense, its bottom is far deep, and its maces are 
made from iron.’ 


Salamah Ibn ‘Amir narrates: ‘We prayed Friday prayers with Al- 
Hasan, and when we were done, we gathered around him and he 
began weeping intensely, so we said: “Why do you cry, may Allah 
be merciful to you, when you have been promised Paradise in your 
dream?’ His weeping became more intense, and he said: ‘How can 
I not cry when if one of the Messenget’s (48) Companions entered 
upon us (right now) through the door of this mayjid, he would not _ 
recognise except the gzb/ah [towards which we pray]?’ Then he 
added, ‘How far! How far! Wishful thinking ruined people; words 
without deeds, knowledge without perseverance and belief without 
certainty. Why do I see people without intellects, and hear faint 
sounds without seeing a traveller or a companion? People have, 
by Allah, entered then left, knew then denied and forbade then 
allowed. The faith of one of you is a spoonful on his tongue; when 
he is asked: ‘Do you believe in the Day of Judgement?’ He says: 
‘Yes!’ He is a liar, by the Sovereign of the Day of Recompense! 
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The believer’s characteristics include strength of faith, firmness 
in kindness, belief with certainty, knowledge in patience, patience 
in knowledge, cleverness in gentleness, adornment in poverty, 
moderation in wealth, mercy for the exhausted, fulfilment of 
rights and fairness in uprightness. He does not treat whom he 
hates unjustly, and he does not commit sin while helping whom 
he loves. He does not scorn, exchange derisive glances, mock, talk 
idly, trifle, play, backbite, follow what is not for him, deny what is 
rightfully due, transgress in fate, gloat at the misfortune of others 
or rejoice at the calamity that befalls someone else. 


The believer is humbly submissive in his prayer and hastens to 
rakah. His words are healing, his endurance is piety, his silence 
is pondering and his looks are to take warning. He mingles with 
scholars to learn, he remains silent amongst them to avoid harm 
and he talks to gain benefit. If he does well, he rejoices, and if he 
does ill, he asks for forgiveness. If he is reproached, he conciliates, 
if he is wronged, he endures, if he is treated unfairly, he endures, 
and if faced with injustice, he is just. He seeks refuge in none 
other than Allah, and seeks help from no one besides Allah. He 
is venerable in public, grateful in solitude, content with provision, 
thankful for prosperity and patient in paucity. Despair does not 
take control of him and avarice does not overtake him. If he sits 
with the noisy, he is written among those who remember Allah,” 
and if he sits with those who remember Allah, he is written among 

the careless.” 


The believer is bright-faced, good mannered, generous and 
freehanded and maintains the ties of kinship. He maintains the 
ties of kinship when others sever them, he endures when he is 


“Meaning he is self-aware and constant in silent dhikr. 
™ Meaning he does away with having self-worth and risks feeling eonedeed. 
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harmed, he respects when he is degraded. He endures grievance 
and persevertes in trials. The worldly life is insignificant to him, so- 
he built no house and renewed no clothing therein. He has good 
faith in Allah and never has poor expectations of Him. 


The believer is polite, gentle, pious, pure, content and not stung 
twice from the same hole. His colour is pale,’*’ his hair is messy 
and he is rarely greedy. He is clever in his religious matters and 
naive in his worldly affairs. 


The believer is highly venerable, generous to his neighbour, 
obedient to the Compeller and one who flees from the torment of 
_ Hellfire. His soul testifies to knowing Allah, his organs remember | 


Allah and his hand is extended with kindness. He is burdened with 
holding himself to account, and people are relieved from his evil. 


The believer is truthful in his promise, easy to content and dif- 
ficult to anger. He learns when he is taught and he understands | 
when things are explained to him. Whoever befriends him is saved, 
and whoever accompanies him attains. His mind is perfect, his 
deeds ate abundant, his hopes are low, his mannets are good, and 
his anger is restrained.’ 


Then he wept, and made us weep. 
He added, ‘So were the Companions of the Messenger (4), one 
by one, until they passed away to Allah the Exalted, and so were 


the early righteous Muslims. Things changed for ee when you 
_ changed.’ Then he tecited the verse: 


'° Due to long periods of worship and being in a constant state of fear and hope. 
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‘Ovr 


“Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a peo- 
ple until they change what is in themselves. And when 
Allah intends for a people ill, there is no repelling it. 
And there is not for them besides Him any patron.” 


Then Al-Hasan said: 


‘O our Lord! Bestow your blessings on our master, Muhammad, 
and his purified Family; grant us what You grant your devout serv- 
ants and pious allies, for You are Competent over Peas and 


Helper towards every good. 


Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs.’ 


“ al-Ra‘d (13):11 


157 


THE BEACON OF BASRA 
PICTURE PLATES OF THE FIRST PAGE OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT 


as CSNED 


FLEE ey “carmela 


iat? fn 


Cote, 58) wee tao Hee AO K 


ge 


RACY ACS seeder | chor NAS Ge Ne EA 


head ree 


si: RES TE z" PCAN: AV RI Ae OER NEI 


Ff my aed 


*\ .\ 
’ 


mt 


~ “e 
or aay 
rh atest? Y 
hat AO aera mr ° ml eee on enema titan eS 
on eee 


ee 

: 
i 
a 
4] 
n 
y 


eae 
ean! 


- 


ae SACP TNS agian | Basa: % RigACeee | 


er ey ts as atisee seat eey | 


Sythe Ks Nena], etree t 


b ys ost JI dU iy pe 


Soe ee 


Ron iY SFT¥ 5 FR FON POTN? fi 


si Mee ALC 


a ry 2 


a ery 


ays 


bw Eth 


wry 
oo 


158 


Picture Plates of the Manuscript 


PICTURE PLATES OF THE LAST PAGE OF THE 


MANUSCRIPT 


MEN EAT EE OAR ZC ee 
‘, i ae 


qe DRA es cei acte, 
AAA STA oraz IS ONE ABS 
SLA refi AEF EAS 
IAP ARR IT ES AA TS 
PON AR EP Te MBO pee 
Ig \eaCe eS R pee reg ig EE 
sae 


cd 


” Led 


. ae Z 
VTE Sy ersten 
? i "$ 


ned Lea Lik t Soda m st Lk ale cca 
a is eS os is ida a 


evil ae #7 


= pape” we ow eff eg . Rad 
TANS eV TN Nee Oe sere: 
¢ ce 4 


oot es ci ve a 

e ove s) o > 0 \-- ” 4 . ps i 

OO EEA NOSE yeah eR 
3 eat 

‘ aa in) - & o que “a 

1? nt “7 Vai a tae .; iS al 


oH w wt aff 


TINO Ss Op a Rien 


— r we peas Py * : ee Sas 
METS FP TI Cea € CM TTR 


de 


APR TANG Celle Sate 4 Beer ca, 
. - : ® 


2 4. : EN ee 
AETV VORA MIT Sree ee 6. 


Be teh ee ae 
aa tak cd TEE peo NF Onl oe 
Ba ETT EO Nein oe 


~ 7 ra oo - 3 ial 
ETA SIC TE ae 3 ICASAP 


OES ORV ESE CIO eo 


ECAP ESV METS ARIA he ap? 


‘f ee ‘ow Pe ; 
(EOS MOI Bateson 


Fino 
wn) CaO ES awn UE ie po 
atv vote 21o| eptat aN TT os ve i w * 


" ae! ms oe . 4 : o — 5 
esac" Marte . NU SAS ete, tar He ee, -< 


alan’ 


(say. 
“a “~ aw --) - wt Vw oo . . ' 
LITA Sa eet SC ni ie od 


* tae os Sosy 
PONTE 
ede “— a7 " 


a o to OM: - 
NVA VAR Ei 


PE Re PAs yet AH NO RS 


rr S 


soft ste Urs bor. “oe ; ‘* 
gh Mie ai SPS Ol rem Be 
. * . ie 


be ghasedI oye 5 5 VI dm gli, 


159 


